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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF PORTO RICO. 


1, William H. Hunt, Secretary of Porto Rico, do 
hereby certify that the copies of the acts and resolves of 
the Legislative Assembly contained in this volume, are 
cc^rrect transcripts of the text of the original laws and 
resolutions. 

Given under mv hand at KSan Juan, this twentv-fifth 

«. ♦. 

day of March, in the year of our Lord, one thousand nine 

hundred and one. 

WILLLIM H. HUNT, 

SH-retHvy of Porto Rico, 


TREATY OF PEACE 

BKTWEEN 

THE UNITED STATEr^ OF AMERICA AND THE 

KINGDOM OF SPAIN. 

Signed at Pnris, Deremher 10, 1898, 

Ratificntion advised by the Senate, Februarys, 1899. 

Ratified by the President, February 6, 1899. 

Ratified bv Her Majesty the Queen Regent of Spain. 
March 19, 1899. 

Ratifications exchanged at Washington, April 11, 
1899. 

Prochiimed, Washington, Aprim, 1899. 
By the President of the United States of Amerk^a. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas, a Treaty of Peace between the United States 
of America and Her Majesty th(5 Qneen Regent of Si)ain, 
in the name of her August Son, Don Alfonso XIII, 
was conchided and signed by their respective ])leni])oten- 
tiaries at Paris on the tenth day of December, 1898, the 
original of which Ccmvention being in the English and 
Spanish languages, is word for word as follows: 

The Uniteci States of America and Her Majesty the 
Queen Regent of Spain, in the Name of Her August Son 
Don Alfonso XIII. desiring to end the state of war now 
existing between the two countries, have for that ])ur])C)se 
a])i)ointed as Plenipotentiaries: 

The President of the United States, 

William R. Dav, Cushman K. Davis, William P. Frve. 
George Gray, and Whitelaw Reid, citizens of the United 
, States : 

and Her Majesty the Queen Regent of Spain, 
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Don P^ugeiiio Montero llion. President of the S(*nate. 

Don Bnenaventura de Abarznza, Senator of the King- 
*(h)ni and ex-Minister of the Crown, 

Don Jose de Garnica, Depnty to the Cortes and Asso- 
(*iate Jnstiee of the Snprenie (yonrt ; 

Don Weneeslao Ramirez de Villa Urrntia, Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister IMenii)otentiary at Brnssels, 
and 

Don Rafael Cerero, General of Division ; 

Who, havino; assembled in Paris, and havinj^ ex- 
ehang-ed their full powers, which were fonnd to l)e in dne 
and proper form, have, after discussion of the matters 
before them, agreed upon the following arti(jles : 

Artk LE I. 

S[)ain relinipiishes all claim of sovereignty over and 
title to Cuba. 

And as the island is, u])on its evacuaticm by Spain, 
to be occupied by the United States, the United States 
will, so long as such occupation shall last, assume and 
discharge the obligations that nniy under international 
law result from the fact of its ()ccu])ation, for the ])ro- 
tection of life and property. 

Article II. 

Spain cedes to the United States the island of 
Porto Rico and other islands now under S])anish sover- 
eignty in the West Indies, and the island of (ruam in the 
Marianas or Ladrones. 

Article III. 

Spain cedes to the United States the archipelago 
known as the Philipimie Islands, and comi)rehending the 
islands lying within the following line : 

A line running from west to east along or near the 
twenti(^th ])arallel of north latitude, and through the 
middle of the navii>'able channel of Ba/'lii, from the one 
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hundred and eighteenth (118th) to the one hundred and 
twenty-seventh (127th) degree meridian of longitude 
east of Greenwich, thence along the one hundred and 
twenty-seventh (127th) degree meridian of longitude east 
(^f Greenwich to the parallel of four degrees and forty-five 
minutes (4^45') north latitude, thence along the parallel 
of four eiegrees and forty-five minutes (4^ 45') north lati- 
tude to its intersection with the meridian of longitude 
one hundred and nineteen degrees and thirty-five minutes 
(119° ^o'') east of Greenwich, thence along the meridian 
of longitude one hundred and nineteen degrees and thirty 
five minutes (119° ^^5') east of Greenwich to the parallel 
of latitude seven degrees and forty minutes (7° 40') north, 
thence along the parallel of latitude seven degrees and 
forty minutes (7°4(K) north to its interseeticm with the 
one hundred and sixteenth (116th) degree meridian of 
longitude east of Greenwich, thence by a direct line to the 
intersection of the tenth (10th) degree parallel of north 
latitude with the one hundred and eighteexith (118th) de- 
gree meridian of longitude east of Greenwich, and thence 
along the one hundred and eighteenth (118th) degree me- 
ridian of longitude east of Greenwich to the point of begin- 
ning. 

The United States will pay to Spain the sum of twen- 
ty million dollars (|2(),0()0,000) within three months af- 
ter the exchange of the ratifications of the present treaty. 

Article IV. 

Tlie United States will, for the term of ten vears from 
the date of the exchange of the ratifications of the present 
tv(n\ty, admit Spanish ships and merchandise to the ports 
of the Philippine Islands on the same terms as ships and 
merchandise of the United States. 

Article V. 

The U^nited States will, upon the signature of the pre- 
sent treaty, send back to Spain, at its own cost, the S])a- 
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nisli Holdiers taken as prisoners of war on the captnre of 
Manila bv the Amerw^an forces. Tlie arms of the soldiers 
in (question shall be restored to them. 

Spain will, njjon the exchanj>:e of the ratifications of 
the i)resent treaty, proceed to eva<niate the Philippines, 
as well as the island of Gnam, on terms similar to those 
agreed npon by the ('ominissioners appointed to arrange 
for the evacnation of Porto Rico and other islands in the 
West Indies, under the Protocol of Auo-ast 12, 1898, 
which is to continue in force till its provisions are com- 
])letely executed. 

The time within which the evacuation of the Philip- 
])ine Islands and Guain shall be C(>m])leted shall be fixed 
by the two Governments. Stands of colors, uncaptured 
war vessels, small arms, guns of all calibres, with their 
carriages and accessories, powder, amnnmition, livestock, 
and materials and su])pMes of all kiu'ls, belonging to the 
land and naval forces of Spain in the Philippines and 
(xuam, remain the property of Spain. Pieces of heavy ord- 
nance, exclusive of field artillery, in the fortifications and 
coast defences, shall remain in their em[)lacements for the 
term of six months, to l>e reckoned from the exchange of 
ratifications of the treaty ; and the United States may, in 
the mean time, purchase such material from Spain, if a 
satisfactory agreement between the two (lovt^rnments on 
the subject shall l)e reached. 

Article VI. 

Spain will, u])on the signature of the present treaty, 
release all ])risoners of war, and all ])ersons detained or 
imprisoned for political offenses, in coimection with the 
insurrections in Cuba and the Philippines and the war 
with the United States. 

Reciprocally, the United States will release all persons 
uiade ])risoners of war by the American forces, and will 
undertake to obtain the release of all Spanish prisoners in 
the hands of the insurgents in Cuba and the Phili])pines. 
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The Government of the United States will at its own 
cost return to S])aiii and the Government of S]jain will at 
its own cost return to the United States, Cuba, Porto 
Kico, and the Philippines, according to the situati(m of 
their respective homes, prisoners released or caused to bie 
released by them, resi)ectively, under this article. 

Article VII. 

Tlie United States and Spain nnitually relincpiish all 
(*laims for indemnity, national and individual of every 
kind, of either Government, or of its citizens or subjects, 
against the other Government, that may have arisen since 
the begiuning of the late insurrection in Cuba and prioi* 
to the exchange of ratifications of the present treaty, in- 
cluding all claims for indenniity for the cost of the war. 

The United States will adjudicate and settle the claims 
of its citizens against S])ain relinquished in this article. 

Article VIII. 

In conformity with the provisions of Articles I, II, 
and III of this treaty, Spain reliiupiishes in C'uba, and 
cedes in Porto Rico and other islands in the West Indies, 
in the island of Guam, and in the Philippine Archipelago, 
all the buildings, wharves, barracks, forts, structures, 
|)ublic highways and other immovable property which, in 
ccmformity with law, belong to the public domain, and as 
such belong to the Crown of S])aih. 

And it is hereby declared that the relinquishment or 
cession, as the case may be, to which the preceding para- 
graph refers, cannot in any respect im])air the property 
or rights which by Taw belong to the 4)eaceful i)ossession 
of property of all kinds, of jn'ovinces, munici])alities, pub- 
lic or private establishments, ecclesiastical or civic bodies, 
or any other associations having legal capacity to ac- 
quire and ])ossess ])roperty in the aforesaid territories 
rencmnced or ceded, or of private individuals, of whatso- 
ever nationalitv such individuals mav be. 


TREATY OF PEA(^E. 

The aforesaid reliiiquisliinent or cession, as the case 
may be, inchides all documents exclusively referrinj^ to 
the sovereio-nty relin(]uished or ceded that may exist in 
the iirchives of the Peninsula. Where any document in 
such archives only in part relates to said sovereignty, a 
iM}\)y of such part will be furnished whenev^er it shall be 
requested. Like rules shall be reciprocally observed in fa- 
vor of Spain in res])ect of documents in the archives ot 
the islands above referred to. . 

In the aforesaid relinquishment or cession, as the case 
may be, a.re also included such I'io'hts as the ('rown of 
S])ain and its authorities possess in respect of the official 
jirchives and records, executive as well as judicial, in the 
islands above referred to, which relate to said islands or 
the rights and pro])erty of their inhabitants. Such ar- 
chives and records shall be carefully })reserved, and pri- 
vate ])ersons shall without distinction have the right to 
require, in accordance with law, authenticated copies of 
the C(mtracts, wills and other instruments forming part 
of notarial protocols or files, or which may be contained 
in the executive or judicial archives, be the latter in Spain 
or in the islands aforesaid. 

Artkxe IX. 

Spanish subjects, natives of the Peninsula, residing in 
the territory over which S])ain by the ])resent treaty re- 
linquishes or cedes her sovereignty, nmy remain in such 
territory or may remove therefrom, retaining in either 
event all their rights of property, including the right to 
sell or dispose of Mlich ])r()perty or of its proceeds; and 
they shall also have the right to carry on their industry, 
(M)nimerce and professions, being subject in res])ect thereof 
to such laws as are a])])licable to other foreigners. In case 
they remain in the territory they may })reserve their al- 
legiance to the Crown of Spain by making, before a court 
of record, within a year from the date of the exchange of 
ratifications of this treaty, a declaration of their decision 
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to preserve 8uch allegiance; in default of whieli deelam- 
tioii they shall be held to have renounced it and to have 
adopted the nationality of the territory in which they 
niav reside. 

The civil rights and political status of the native in- 
habitants of the territories herel)v ceded to the United 
States shall be determined by the Congress. 

Article X. 

The inhabitants of the territories over which Spain 
relinquishes or cedes her sovereignty shall Ix^ secured in 
the free exercise of their religion. 

Article XI. 

The Spaniards residing in the territories over which 
Spain by this treaty cedes or relinquishes lier sovereignty 
shall be subject in matters civil as well as criminal to the 
jurisdiction of the courts of the country wherein they re- 
side, pursuant to the ordinary laws governing the same ; 
and they shall have the right to api)ear before such courts, 
and to pursue the same course as citiz(ms of the country 
to which the courts behmg. 

Article XII. 

Judicial ])roceedings i)ending at the time of the ex- 
change of ratifications of this treaty in the territories 
over which Spain relinquishes or cedes her sovereignty 
shall be determined according to the following rules : 

1. Judgments rendered either in civil suits between 
private individuals, or in criminal matters, beforf^ the date 
mentioned, and with respect to which tliere is no re(H)urse 
or right of review under the S])anish law, shall be deemed 
to be final, and shall be executed in due form by c()m])e- 
tent authority in the territory witliin which such judg- 
ments should be carried out. 

2. Civil suits between })rivate individuals which may 
on tlie date mentioned be undetermined shall be prosecut- 
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p(l to judjiiiieiit before the court hi whioh they may then 
be ])eii(iiiijr or in the court that may be substituted there- 
for. 

8. Criuiinal actions ])ending: cm the (Uite mentioned 
before the Su])reme (^ourt of Spain against citizens of the 
territory which bv this treatv ceases to be Spanish shall 
ccmtinue under its jurisdiction until final judgment; but, 
such judgment having been rendered, the executicm there- 
of shall be committed to the competent authority of the 
place in which the (*ase arose. 

Aktkle XIII. 

The rights of jirojierty secnired by c()])yrights and i)a- 
tents acquired by Si)aniards in the Island of ('uba,and in 
Porto Rico, the Philip})ines and other ceded territories, 
at the time of the exchange of the ratifications of this 
treaty, shall continue to be respected. S])anisli scientific, 
literary and artistic works, notsubversiv^e of public order 
in the territories in questicm, shall ccmtinue to be admitted 
free of duty into such territories, for the period of ten 
years, to be reckoned from the date of the exchange of 
the ratifications of this treaty. 

Article XIV. 

Spain shall have the jiower to establish consular offi- 
cers in the ])orts and places of the territories, the sover- 
eignty over which has been either relinipiished or ceded 
by tlie present treaty. 

ArtkUjE XV. 

The Gov^ernment of each country will, for the term of 
ten verirs, accord to the merchant vessels of the other 
country the same treatment in respect of alli)ort charges, 
including entrance and clearancf* dues, light dues, and 
tonnage duties, as it accords to its own nuTchant vessels, | 
not engaged in the coastwise trade. ■ 

This article may at any time be terminated on six 
months' notice^ given bv either Government to the other, 
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Article XVI. 

It iR understood that any obligations ansumed in this 
treaty by the United States with respect to Cuba are li- 
mited to the time of its occupancy thereof; but it will 
upon the termination of such occupancy, advise any 
Government established in the island to assume the same 
obligations. 

Article XVII. 

The present treaty shall be ratified by the President 
of the United States, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate thereof, and by Her Majesty the Queen Ee- 
gent of Spain; and the ratifications shall be exchanged at 
Washington within six months from the date hereof, or 
earlier if possible. 

In faith whereof, we, the respective Plenipotentiaries, 
have signed this treatv and have hereunto affixed our 
seals. 

Done in duplicate at Paris, the tenth day of Decem- 
ber, in the vear of Our Lord one thousand eig^ht hundred 
and ninety eight. 

[seal] William K. Day [seal] EuaENio Montero Rios 
[seal] Cushman K.Davis [seal] B. de Abarzuza 
[seal] Wm. p. Frye [seal] J. de Garnk^a 

[seal] Geo. Gray [seal] W. R. deVillaUrrijtia 

[seal] WmTELAW Reid. [seal] Rafael Cerero. 

And whereas, the said Convention has been dulv rati- 
fied on both parts, and the ratifications of the two Gov- 
ernments were exchanged in the City of Washington, on 
the eleventh day of April, one thousand eight hundred 
and ninetv-nine ; 

Now, therefore, be it known that I, William McKinley, 
President of the United States of America, have caused 
the said ( 'Onvention to be made public, to the end that 
the same and everv article and clause thereof mav be 
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observed and fulfilled with g-ood faith by the riiitpcl 
States and the citizens thereof. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set niv hand and 
eansed the seal of the Ignited States to be affixed. 

Done at the (Mtv of Washinorton, this eleventh dav of 
Ajn'il, in the year of Our Lord one thousand ei<z:ht 
[seal] hundred and ninety -nine, and of the Inde])endene(^ 
of the I 'uitiHl States the one hundred and twenty- 
third. 

Wrj.LIA^I McKlNLEY. 

n.v the President : 

John Hay, 

Secrete r\ - of St ft te. 


ORGANIC ACT. 


AN ACT tp:mporarily to provide revenues and a civil 

GOVERNMENT FOR PORTO RICO, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled: 

That the provisions of this Act shall apply to the 
island of Porto Rico and to the adjacent islands and 
waters of the islands lying east of the seventy-fourth me- 
ridian of longitude west of Greenwich, wiiich were ceded 
to the United States by the Government of Spain by 
treaty entered into on the tenth day of December, eighteen 
hundred and ninety-eight ; and the name Porto Rico, as 
used in this Act, shall be held to include not only the 
island of that name, but all the adjacent islands as 

aforesaid. 

Section 2. — That on and after the passage of this Act 

the same tariffs, customs, and duties shall be levied, col- 
lected, and paid upon all articles imported into Porto 
RicQ from ports other than those of the United States 
which are required by law to be collected upon articles 
imported into the United States from foreign countries : 
Provided, That on all coffee in the bean or ground im- 
ported into Porto Rico there shall be levied and collected 
a duty of five cents per pound, any law or part of law to 
the contrary notwithstanding: And provided further, 
That all Spanish scientific, literary, and artistic works, 
not subversive of public order in Porto Rico, shall be 
admitted free of duty into Porto Rico for a period of ten 
years, reckoning from the eleventh day of April, eighteen 
Imndred and ninety-nine, as provided in said treaty of 
peace between the United States and Spain : And provided 
further. That all books and pamphlets printed in the 
P]ngiish language shall be admitted into Porto Rico free 
of duty when imported from the United States. 
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Section 8. — That on and after the panKage of this Act 
all merchandise coming into the United States front 
Porto Rico and coming' into Pcirto Rico from the United 
States shall be entered at the several ports of entry ui)oii: 
T)ayment of fifteen per centnm of the duties which are 
recpiired to be levied, collected, and paid ni)on like articles, 
of merchandise imported from foreign conntries,- and in 
addition thereto upon articles of merchandise of Porto 
Rican manufacthre coming into the United States and 
withdrawn for consumption or sale upon payment of a^ 
tax ei]ual to the internal-revenue tax imposed in the 
United States upon the like articles of merchandise of 
domestic manufacture; such tax tobe])aid by internal- 
revenue stamp or stamps to be purchased and provided 
by the Commissioner of Internal Revenue and to be pro- 
cured from the collector of internal revenue at or most 
convenient to the port of entry of said merchandise in the 
United States, and to be affixed under such regulations 
fis the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, with the ap- 
])roval (jf the Secretary of the Treasury, shall prescribe ; 
and on all articles of merchandise of United States manu- 
facture coming into Porto Rico in addition to the duty 
above provided upon payment of a tax equal in rate and 
amount to the internal-revenue tax imposed in Porto 
Rico upon the like articles of Porto Rican nmnufacture : 
Provided, That on and after the date when this Act shall 
take effect, all merchandise and articles, except coffee, 
not dutiable under the tariff laws of the United States, 
and all merchandise and articles entered into Porto Rico 
free of duty under orders heretofore made by the Secre- 
tary of War, shall be admitted into the several ports 
thereof, when imported from the United States, free of 
duty, all laws or i)arts of laws to the contrary notwith- 
standing; and whenever the legislative assembly of Porto 
Rico shall have enacted and put into operation a system 
of local taxation to meet the necessities of the govern- 
ment of Porto Rico, by this Act establislied, and shall by 
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resolution duly passed so notify the President, he shall 
make proclamation thereof, and thereu])on all tariff 
•duties on merchandise and articles going into Porto Rico 
from the United States or coming into the United States 
from Porto Rico shall cease, and from and after such 
date all such merchandise and articles shall be entered at 
the sev^eral ports of entry free of duty; and in no event 
.shall anv duties be collected after the first dav of March, 
nineteen hundred and two, on merchandise and articles 
going into Porto Rico from the United States or coming 
into the United States from Porto Rico, 

Sp:ction 4. — That the duties and taxes collected in 
Porto Rico in pursuance of this Act, less the cost of col- 
lecting the same, and the gross amount of all collections 
i)f duties and taxes in the United States upon articles of 
merchandise coming from Porto Rico, shall not be covered 
into the general fund of the Treasury, but shall be held as 
a sei)arate fund, and shall be placed at the disposal of 
the President to be used for the government and benefit 
of Porto Rico until the government of Porto Rico herein 
provided for shall have been organized, when all moneys 
theretofore collected under the provisions hereof, then 
unexpended, shall be transferred to the local treasury of 
Porto Rico, and the Secretary of the Treasury shall de- 
signate the several ports and sub-ports of entry in Porto 
Rico and shall make such rules and regulations nnd ap- 
point such agents as may be necessary to collect the 
duties and taxes authorized to be levied, collected, and 
paid in Porto Rico by the i)ro visions of this Act, and he shall 
fix the compensation and provide for the payment there- . 
of of all such officers, agents, and assistants as he may 
find it necessary to employ to carry out the ])rovisi()ns 
hereof: Provided, however. That as soon as a civil gov- 
ernment for Porto Rico shall have been organized in 
accordance with the ])rovisions of this Act, and notice 
thereof shall have been given to the President he shall 
make proclamation thereof, and thereafter all collections 


1\\ ORaANIC ACT. 

« 

of duties and taxes in Porto Rico under the j)rovisions of 
this Act shall be paid into the treasury of Porto Rico, to 
be expended as required by law for the j^overnment and 
benefit thereof instead of bein^ paid into the Treasury of 
the United States. 

Section 5* — That on and after the day \yhen this Act 
shall go into effect all goods, wares, and merchandise 
previously inii)orted from Porto Rico, for which no entry 
has been made, and all goods, wares, and merchandise 
previously entered without payment of duty and under 
bond for warehousing, transportation, or any other 
purpose, for which no permit of delivery to the importer or 
his agent has been issued, shall be subjected to the duties 
imposed by this Act, and to no other duty, upon the entry 
(U'the withdrawal thereof: Provided, That when duties 
are based upon the weight of merchandise deposited in 
any public or private bonded warehouse said duties shall 
be levied and collected upon the weight of such merchan- 
dise at the time of its entry. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

Section 6. — That the capital of Porto Rico shall be 
at the city of San Juan and the seat of government shall 
be maintained there. 

Section 7. — That all inhabitants continuing to reside 
therein who were Spanish subjects on the eleventh day of 
April, eighteen hundred and ninety-nine, and then resided 
in Porto Rico, and their children born subseijuent thereto, 
shall be deemed and lield to be citizens of Porto Rico, and 
as such entitled to the i)rotection of the United States, 
excej)t such as shall have elected to ])reserve their alle- 
giance to the Crown of Spain on or before tlie eleventh 
day of April, nineteen hundred, in accordance with the 
])ro visions of the treaty of peace between the United 
States and Spain entered into on the eleventh day of 
April, eighteen hundred and ninety-nine ; and they, toge- 
ther with such citizens of the United States l\h nmv reside 
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in Porto Itico, shall constitute a body politic under the 
name of The People of Porto llico, with governmental 
powers as hereinafter conferred, and with j)ower to sue 
and be sued as such. 

Section 8. — That the Jaws and ordinances of Porto 
liico now in force shall continue in full force and effect, 
except as altered, amended, or modified hereinafter, or as 
altered or modified by military orders and decrees in force 
when this Act shall take effect, and so far as the same are 
not inconsistent or in conflict with the statutory laws of 
the United States not locally inapplicable, or the provi- 
sions hereof, until altered, amended, or re])ealed by the 
legislative authority hereinafter provided for Porto Rico 
or by Act of Congress of the United States: Provided, 
That so much of the law which was in force at the thne of 
cession, April eleventh, eighteen hundred and ninety-nine, 
forbidding the marriage of priests, ministers, or followers 
of any faith because of vows they may have taken, being- 
paragraph four, article eighty-three, chapter three, civil 
code, and which was continued by the order of the secre- 
tary of justice of Porto Rico, dated March seventeenth, 
eighteen hundred and ninety-nine, and promulgated by 
Major-General Guy V. Henry, United States Volunteers, 
is hereby repealed and annulled, and all persons lawfully 
married in Porto Rico shall have all the rights and reme- 
dies conferred by law upon parties to either civil or reli- 
gious marriages: And provided further, That paragraph 
one, article one hundred and five, section four, divorce, 
civil code, arid paragra])h two, section nineteen, of the 
order of the minister of justice of Porto Rico, datied March 
seventeenth, eighteen hundred and ninety-nine, and jjro- 
"mulgated by Major-General Guy V. Henry, United States 
Volunteers, be, and the same hereby are, so amended as 
to read : '^Adultery on the part of either the husband or 
the wife.'' 

Section 9. — That the (Commissioner of Navigation 
shall make such regulations, subject to the ap])roval of 
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the Secretary of the Treasury, as he may deem expedient 
for the nationalization of all vessels owned by the inhabi- 
tants of Porto Rico on the eleventh day of April, eighteen 
hundred and ninety-nine, and which continued to be so 
owned up to the date of such nationalization, and for the 
admission of the same to all the benefits of the coasting- 
trade of the United States ; and the coasting trade be- 
tween Porto Rico and the United States shall be regulat- 
ed in accordance with the provisions of law applicable to 
such trade between any two great coasting districts of 
the United States. 

Sp:ction 10. — That quarantine stations shall be estab- 
lished at such i)laces in Porto Rico as the Supervising 
Surgeon-General of the Marine-Hospital Service of the 
United States shall direct, and the quarantine regulations 
relating to the importation of diseases from other coun- 
tries shall be under the control of the (xovernment of the 
United States. 

Section 11. — That for the pur})ose of retiring the Por- 
to Rican coins now in circulation in Porto Rico and subs- 
tituting therefor the coins of the United States, the Secre- 
tary of the Treasur^' is hereby authorized to redeem, on 
presentation in Porto Rico, all the silver coins of Porto 
Rico known as the peso and all other silver and copper 
Porto Rican coins now in circulation in Porto Rico, not 
including any such coins that may be imported into Por- 
to Rico after the first dav of Februarv, nineteen hundred, 
at the present established rate of sixty cents in the coins 
of the United States fc>r one peso of Porto Rican coin, 
and for all minor or subsidiary coins the same rate of ex- 
change shall be a])])lied. The Porto Rican coins so pur- 
chased or redeemed shall be recoined at the expense of the 
United States, under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Treasurv, into such coins of the United States now autho- 
rized by law as he may direct, and from and after three 
months after the date when this Act shall take effect no 
coins shall be a legal tender, in payment of debts there- 
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after contracted, for any amount in Porto Rico, except 
tliose of the United States; and whatever sum nia}^ be 
required to carry out the provisions hereof, and to pay 
all expenses that may be incurred in connection there- 
with, is hereby appropriated, and the Secretary of tlie 
Treasury is hereby authorized to establish such regula- 
tions and employ such agencies as may be necessary to 
accomplish the purposes hereof : Provided, however, That 
all debts owing on the date when this Act shall take effect 
shall be payable in the coins of Porto Rico now in circu- 
lation, or in the coins of the United States at the rate of 
exchange above named. 

Section 12.— That all expenses that may be incurred 
on account of the government of Porto Rico for salaries 
of officials and the conduct of their offices and depart- 
ments, and all expenses and obligations contracted for 
the internal improvement or development of the island, 
not, however, including defenses, barracks, harbors, 
light-houses, buoys, and other works undertaken by the 
United States, shall be paid by the treasurer of Porto 
Rico out of the revenues in his custody. 

Section 18. — That all property which may have been 
acquired in Porto Rico by the United States under the 
cession of Spain in said treaty of i)eace in any public 
bridges, road hcmses, water powers, highways, uniiavi- 
gable streams, and the beds thereof, subterranean waters, 
mines, or minerals under the surface of private lands, 
and all ])roperty which at the time of the cession belong- 
ed, under the hxws of Spain then in force, to the various 
harbor-works boards of Porto Rico, and all the harbor 
shores, docks, slips, and reclaimed lands, but not includ- 
ing harbor areas or navigable waters, is hereby placed 
under the control of the government established by this 
Act to be administered for the benefit of the people of 
Porto Rico; and the legislative assembly hereby created 
shall have authority, subject to the limitations imposed 
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ui)oii all its actH,to legislate with resi)ect to all such mat- 
ters as it niaj deem advisable. 

Section 14.— That the statutory laws of the United 
States not locally inapplicable, except as hereinbefore or 
hereinafter otherwise provided, shall have the same force 
and effect in Porto Eico as in the United States, except 
the internal-revenue laws, which, in view of the provisions 
of section three, shall not have force and effect in Porto 
Rico. 

Section 15. — That the legislative authority hereinaf- 
ter i)rovided shall have power by due enactment to amend, 
alter, modify, or repeal any law or ordinance, civil or 
criminal, continued in force by this Act, as it may from 
time to time see fit. 

Section 16. — That all judicial process shall run in the 
name of ^'United States of America, ss: the President of 
the United States", and all criminal or penal prosecutions 
in the local courts shall be conducted in the name and by 
the authority of ^'The people of Porto Rico"; and all offi- 
(nals authorized by this Act shall before entering upon 
the duties of their respective offices take an oath to sup- 
port the Constitution of the United States and the laws 
of Porto Rico. 

THE aOVEBNOR. 

Section 17. — That the official title of the chief executive 
officer shall be '' The Go vernor of Porto Rico." He shall be 
appointed by the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate ; he shall hold his office for a term of 
four years and until his successor is chosen and qualified 
unless sooner removed by the President ; he shall reside 
in Porto Rico during his official incumbency, and shall 
maintain his office at the seat of government ; he may 
grant i)ardons and reprieves, and remit fines and for- 
feitures for offenses against the laws of Porto Rico, and 
respites for offenses against the laws of the United States, 
until the decision of the President can be ascertained ; he 
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Hhall conniiis'sioii all offlcera that he may bf* a.uthc)riz<^l 
to appoint, and may veto any legislation enacted, as 
hereinafter provided ; he shall be the commander in chief 
of the militia, and shall at all times faithfully execnte the 
laws, and he shall in that behalf have all the powers of 
j^overnors of the Territories of the United States that are 
not locally inapplicable ; and he shall annually, and at 
«uch other times as he may be required, make official re- 
l)ort of the transacticms of the government in Porto Rico; 
through the Secretary t)f State, to the President of the 
United States: Provided, That the President may, in his 
discretion, delegate and assign to him such executive 
duties and functions as may in pursuance with law be so 
<Jelegated and assigned. 

THE EXEC^UTIVP: COUNCIL. 

Section 18. — That there shall he appointed by the 
President, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, for the j)eriod of four years, unless sooner 
removed by the President, a secretary, an attorney- 
general, a treasurer, an auditor, a commissioner of the 
interior, and a commissioner of education, each of whom 
shall reside in Porto Rico during his official incumbency and 
have the powers and duties hereinafter provide<l for them, 
res})ectively, and who, together with five other persons of 
good re})ute, to be also appointed by the President for a 
like term of four years, bv and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, shall constitute an execaitive council, at 
least five of whom shall be native inhabitants of Porto 
Rico, and, in addition to the legislative duties hereinafter 
imposed upon them as a body, shall exercise such powers 
and perform such duties as are hereinafter provided for 
them, respectively, and wiio shall have power to employ all. 
necessary deputies and assistants for the proper dis- 
charge of their duties as such officials and as such execu-. 
tive council. 

Section 19. — That the secretary shall record and epr- 
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serve minutes of tlie })rocee<liiig's of the executive council 
and the laws enacted by the legislative assembly and all 
acts and proceedings of the governor, and shall promul- 
gate all proclamations and orders of the governor and 
all laws enacted bv the legislative assembl v. He shalh 
within sixty dciys after the end of each session of the le- 
gislative assembly, transmit to the President, the Presi- 
dent of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Represen- 
tatives, and the Secretarv of State of the United States 
Vnie copy each of the laws and journals of such sessicm. 

Section 20. — That in case of the death, removal, re- 
signation, or disability of the governor, or his temporary 
a^bsence from Porto Rico, the secretary shall exercise all 
the powers and perform all the duties of the governcjr 
during such vacancy, disability, or absence. 

Section 21. — That the attorney-general shall have 
all the powers and discharge all the duties provided by 
law for an attorney of a Territory of the United States 
in so far as the same are not locally inapplicable, and he 
shall perform such other duties as may by ])rescribed by 
law, and make such reports, through the governor, t(j 
the Attorney-General of the United States as he may re- 
quire, which shall annually be transmitted to Congress. 

Section 22.— That the treasurer shall give bond, ap- 
j^roved as to form by the attorney-general of Porto Rico, 
in such sum as the executive council nuiy require, not 
less, however, than the sum of one hundred thousand 
dollars, with surety ap])roved by the governor, and he 
shall collect and be the custodian of the public funds, 
and shall disburse the same when ap])roi)riated by law, 
on warrants signed by the auditor and countersigned by 
the governor, and shall perform such other duties as may 
be prescribed by law% and make, through the governor, 
such reports to the Secretary of the Treasury of the 
United States, as he may require, which shall annually 
be transmitted to Congress. 

Section 28.— That the auditor shall keep full and ac- 
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curate accounts, Hhovving all receijrts and disbursements, 
and perform such other duties as may be jjrescribed by 
law, and make, through the (xovernor, slich reports to 
the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States as he 
may require, which shall annually be transmitted to Con- 
gress. 

Section 24. — That the commissioner of the interior 
shall su])erintend all works of a public nature, and shall 
haye charge of all imblic buildings, grounds, and lands, 
except those belonging to the United States, and shall (ex- 
ecute such re(iuireinents as may be imposed bylaw with 
respect thereto, and shall perform su(*h other duties as 
may be prescribed bylaw, and make suchrex)orts through 
the goyernor to the Secretary of the Interior of the United 
States as he may require, which shall annually be trans- 
mitted to (yongress. 

Section 25. — That the commissioner of educaticm 
shall superintend public instruction throughout IV)rto 
Rico, and all disbursements on account thereof must be 
a.p])royed by him ; and he shall perform such other duties 
as may be prescribed by law, and make such reports 
through the goyernor as may be required by the Com^ 
missi(mer of Education of the United States, which shall 
anmially be transmitted to Congress. 

Section 26. — That the other flye members of the 
executiye C(mncil, to be a])])ointed as hereinbefore ])r()- 
yided, shall attend all meetings of the executiye council 
and })articipate in all business of eyery character that 
may be transacted by it; and they shall receiye as com- 
pensation for their seryices such annual salaries as may 
be proyided by the legislatiye assembly. 

HOUSE OF DP^LiECtATES. 

Section 27. — That all lo(*al legislatiye ])owers hereby 
granted shall be yested in a legislatiye assembly which 
shall ccHKsist of two hcnises; one the executiye ctmncil, as 
hereinbefore constituted, and the other a house of dele- 
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gates, to coiiHist of thirty -five inembeix ele(*ted biennially 
by tli(^ (lualified v^oters as hereinafter provided : and the 
two houseH thus constituted shall be designated **Th(^ 
legishitive asseniblv of Porto Rico/* 

Se(^tton 28. — ^That for the jmrposes of such eh^tioiis 
Porto Rico shall be divided by the executiv^e council into 
seven districts, composed of contiguous teTTitor\' and aK 
nearly ecpial as may be hi populaticm, and each district 
shall be entitled to five members of the lumseof delegalen. 

ei.p:ction of dei^egates. 

• 

Section 29.— That the first election for delegates shall 
beheld on such date and under such regulations as to bal- 
lotsand voting as the executive council may prescribe; and 
at such elections the voters of each legislative district shall 
choose five delegates to rej)resent them in the lumse of 
delegates from the date of their c^lwtion and (lualificatioii 
until two vears from and after the first dav of Januarv 
next ensuing; of all which thirty days^ notice shall be 
given by publication in the Official Gazette, or by printed 
notices distributed and posted thrcmg'hout the district, 
or by both, as the executive council nmy prescribe. At 
such elections all citizens of Pt)rt() Rico shall be allowed 
to vote who have Iveen bona fide residents for one vear 
and who possess the other (pialifi(*ations of voters 
under the laws and military orders in fonre on the first 
day of Marchy nineteen hundred, subject to such modifi- 
cationsand additional (pialificationsand suchreg^ilaticms 
and restrictions as to registration as may be prescribed 
by the executive council. The house of delegates so 
chosen shall convene at the capital and organize by the 
election of a speaker, a clerk, a sergeant-at-anns, and 
such other officers and assistants as it may reijuire, at 
such time as may be designated by theexecnitivec^ouncil ; 
but it shall not contiiuie in session longer than sixty 
days in any one year, unless called by the governor to 
meet in extraordinary session. The enacting (clause of 
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tlu* laws shall be, '^ Be it enacted by the legiHlative assem- 
bly of Porto Kieof' and each member of the hcmse of 
delefi'ates shall be paid for his services at the rate of five 
dc^llars per day for each day's attendance while the house 
is in session, and milea«:e at the rate of ten cents per mile 
for each mile necessarily travelled each way to and from 
each session of the leo:islative assembly. 

All future elections of deleg'ates shall be g-overned by 
the provisions hereof, so far as they are ap])licable, until 
the lep:islative assembly shall otherwise provide. 

Seotiox 80.— That the house of deleo-ates shall be the 
sole judg-e of the electi(ms, returns, and (pialification of 
its members, and shall have and exercise all the powers 
with res])ect to the conduct of its proceedings that usually 
ap])ertain to parliamentary legislative bodies. No per- 
se m shall be eligible to menibershi[) in the house of dele- 
gates who is not twenty-five years of age and able to read 
and write either the Spanish or the I]ng:lish language, en* 
who is not possessed in his own right of taxable property, 
real or personal, situated in Porto Ilic(). 

Section 81. — That all bills may originate in either 
hcmse, but no bill shall become a law unless it be passed 
in each house by a nmjorit.r vote of all the members 
bekniging to such lumseand be a])provedby thegov^ernor 
within ten days thereafter. If, when a bill that has been 
passed is presented to the governor for signature, he a])- 
proves the same, he shall sign it, or if not he shall return 
it, with his objections, to th^it housc^ in which it ori- 
g:inated, which house shall enter his objections at large 
on its journal, and ])r()ceed to reconsider the bill. If, after 
such re(»(msideration, two-thirds of that house shall agree 
to ])ass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the objec- 
ti(ms, to the other hcmse, by which it shall likewise 
beccmsidered,andifai)i)roved by two-thirds of that hcmse 
it shall become a law. But in all such cases the votes of 
both lumses shall Ix^ determined by yeas and nays, and 
the names of tlu» i)ersc)ns voting for and against the bill 
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shall be entered upon the journal of eaoh house, respec- 
tively. If any bill shall not be returned by the governor 
within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it vshall have 
been j)resented to him, the same shall be a law in like 
manner as if he had signed it, unless the legislative as- 
sembly by adjourment prevent its return, in which case it 
shall not be a law : Provided, however. That all laws en- 
acted by the legislative assembly shall be reported to the 
Congress of the United States, which hereby reserves the 
power and authority, if deemed advisable, to annul the 
same. 

Section 82.— That the legislative authority herein 
provided shall extend to all nmtters of a legislative cha- 
racter not locally inap])licable, including power to create, 
consolidate, and reorganize the nnmicipalities, so far as 
may be necessary, and to provide andre])eal laws and or- 
dinances therefor ; and also the power to alter, amend, 
modify, and repeal any and all laws and ordinances of 
everv character now in force in Porto Rico, or anv muni- 
cipality or district thereof, not inconsistent with the pro- 
visions hereof: Provided, however. That all grants of 
franchises, rights, and j>rivileges or concessions of a pub- 
lic or (piasi-public nature shall be made by the executive 
council, with the approval of the governor, and all fran- 
chises granted in Porto Rico shall be re])orted to Con- 
gress, which hereby reserves the x><)wer to annul or modi- 
fv the same. 

c 

THE JUDK lARY. 

Sec^tion Ji'i.— That the judicial power shall be vested 
in the courts and tribunals of Porto Rico as alreadv 
established and now in operation, including nnmcipal 
ccmrts, under and by virtue of (leneral Orders, Numbered 
One hundred and eighteen, as pronnilgated by Brigadier- 
General Davis, United States Volunteers, August sixteenth, 
eighteen hundred and ninety-nine, and including also the 
police courts established by General Orders, Numbered 
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One hundred and ninety-five, pronmlgated November 
twenty-nintli, eighteen hundred and ninety-nine, by Bri- 
gadier-General Davis, United States Vohinteers, and the 
laws and ordinances of Porto Rico and the municipalities 
thereof in force, so far as the same are not in conflict here- 
with, all which courts and tribunals are hereby continued. 
The jurisdiction of said courts and the form of procedure 
in them, and the vari(ms officials and attaches tlujreof, re- 
spectively, shall be the same as defined and prescribed in 
and by said laws and ordinances, and said General Orders, 
Numbered One hundred and eighteen and One hundred and 
ninety-five, until otherwise provided bylaw: Provided, how 
f'ver, That the chief justice and associate justices of the su- 
preme court and the marshal thereof shall be appointed 
bv the President, bv and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, and the judges of the district courts shall be 
appointed by the governor, by and with the advice and 
consent of the executive council, and all other officials 
and attaches of all the other courts shall be chosen as 
may be directed by the legislative assembly, which shall 
have authority to legislate from time to time as it may 
see fit with respect to said courts, and any others they 
may deem it advisable to establish, their oganization, 
the number of judges and officials and attaches for each, 
their jurisdiction, their procedure, and all other matters 
affecting them. 

Section 84.— That Porto Rico shall constitute a judi- 
cial district to be called ••the district of Porto Rico." The 
President, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, shall a})point a district judge, a district at- 
torney, and a nmrshal for said district, each for a 
term of four vears. unless sooner removed bv the 
President, The district court for said district shall be 
called the district court of the United States for Porto 
Rico and shall have ])(jwer to ai)point all necessary offi- 
cials and assistants, including a clerk, an interpreter, and 
such commissioners as may be nec(\ssary, who shall have 
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like power and duties an are exercised and performed by 
oommisHioners of the circuit courts of the United StateH, 
and shall have, in addition to the ordinary jurisdiction of 
district courts of the United States, jurisdiction of all 
cases cog-nizant in the circuit courts of the United States, 
and shall i)roceed therein in the same maimer as a circuit. 
(»()urt. The laws of the United States relating- to appeals, 
writs of error and certiorari, removal of causes, and other 
matters and proceedings as between the (*()urts of the 
United States and the courts of the several States shall 
govern in such matters and proceedings as between 
the district court of the United States and the courts of 
Porto Rico. Regular terms of said court shall be held at 
San Juan, connnencing on the second Monday in April 
and October of each year, and also at Pcnice on the 
second Monday in January of each year, and special 
terms may be held at Mayaguez at such other stated 
times as said judge nmv deem expedient. All ])leadings 
and proceedings in said court shall be conducted in the 
English language. 

The United States district court lierebv established 
shall be the successor to the United States provisional 
court established by General Orders, Numbered Eighty- 
eight, i)romulgated b^^ Brigadier-General Davis, United 
States Volunteers, and shall takej)ossessi()nof all records 
of that court, and take jurisdiction of all cases and pro- 
ceedings pending therein, and said United States ])rovi- 
sional court is hereby discontinued. 

Section 85. That writs of error and a])i)eals from 
the final decisions of the su]jreme court of Porto Rico and 
the district court of the United States shall be allowed 
and may be taken to the Supreme (>)urt of the United 
States in the same manner and under the same regula- 
tions and in the same cases as from the supreme courts 
of the Territories of the United States, and such writs 
of error and ai)])eal shall be allowed in all cas(\s where the 
Constitution of the United States, or a treaty there- 
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of, ov ail Act of CougresH is broug'ht in (luestion and 
the right claimed thereunder is denied ; and the supreme 
and district courts of Porto Rico and the respective 
judges thereof may grant writs of habeas corpus in all 
(^ases in which the same are grantable by the judges of the 
district and circuit courts of the United States. All such 
])roceedings in the Supreme Court of the United States 
shall be conducted in the English language. 

Section 36.— That the salaries of all officials of Porto 
Rico not appointed by the President, including deputies, 
assistants, and other help, shall be such, and be so paid 
out of the revenues of Porto Rico, as the executive coun- 
cil shall from time to time determine: Provided ^ however, 
That the salarv of no officer shall be either increased or 
diminished during his term of office. The salaries of all 
officers and all expenses of the offices of the various offi- 
cials of Porto Rico, appointed as herein provided by the 
President, including deputies, assistants, and other help, 
shall also be paid out of the revenues of Porto Rico on 
the warrant of the auditor, countersigned by the governor. 

The annual salaries of the officials appointed by the 
President, and so to be jjaid, shall be as follows : 

The governor, eight thousand dollars; in addition 
thereto he shall be entitled to the occupancy of the build- 
ings heretofore used by the chief executive of Porto Rico, 
with the furniture and effects therein, free of rental. 

The secretary, four thousand dollars. 

The attorney-general, four thousand dollars. 

The treasurer, five thousand dollars. 

The auditor, four thousand dollars. 

The commissioner of the interior, four tlnmsand 
dollars. 

Thecommissioner of education, three thousand dollars. 

The chief justice of the supreme court, five thousand 
dollars. 

The associate justices of the supreme court (each), 
four thousand five hundred dollars. 
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The marshal of the supreme court, three thousand 
dollars. 

TheUiiited States district judge, five thousand dollars. 

The United States district attorney, four thousand 
dollars. 

The United States district marshal, three thousaii<l 
five hundred dollars. 

Section 87. — That the provisions of the foregoing- 
section shall not apply to the municipal officials. Theii* 
salaries and the ccmipensation of their deputies, assis- 
tants, and other help, as well as all other expenses in- 
curred by the municipalities, shall be paid out of the 
municipal revenues in such manner as the legislative 
assembly shall provide. 

Section 88. — That no ex[)ort duties shall be levied 
or collected on exports from Porto Rico ; but taxes and 
assessments on property, and license fees for franchises, 
privileges, and concessions may be imposed for the pur- 
poses of the insular and municipal governments, respec- 
tively, as may be provided and defined by act of the le- 
gislative assembly ; and where necessary to anticipate 
taxes and revenues, bonds and other obligations may be 
issued by Porto Rico or any nmnicipal government there- 
in as may be provided by law to provide for expenditures 
authorized by law, and to protect the public credit, and 
to reimburse the United States for any moneys which 
have been or may be expended out of the emergency fund 
of the War Department forthe relief of the industrial con- 
ditions of Porto Rico caused by the hurricane of August 
eighth, eighteen hundred and ninety-nine: Provided, how- 
ever, That no public indebtedness of Porto Rico or of any 
municipality thereof shall be authorized or allowed in ex- 
cess of seven per centum of the aggregate tax valuation 
of its property. 

Section 89. — That the qualified voters of Porto Rico 
shall, on the first Tuesday after the first Monday of Nov- 
ember, anno Domini nineteen hundred, and every two 
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yearn thereafter, chooHe a resident coniiuissioner to the 
United States, who shall be entitled to official recogni- 
tion as such by all Departments, upon presentation to 
* the Department of State of a certificate of election of the 
governor of Porto Rico, and who shall be entitled to a 
salary, payable numthly by the United States, at the rate 
of five thousand dollars per annum : Provided. That no 
person shall be eligible to such election who is not a bona 
fide citizen of Porto Rico, who is not thirty years of age, 
and who does not read and write the English language. 

Section 40.— That a commission, to consist of three 
members, at least one of whom shall be a native citizen 
of Porto Rico, shall be appointed by the President, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to com- 
pile and revise the laws of Porto Rico ; also the various 
codes of procedure and systems of municipal government 
now in force, and to frame and report such l^^-islation as 
may be necessary to nmke a simple, harmonious, and 
economical government, establish justice and secure its 
prompt and efficient administration, inaugurate a gene- 
ral system of education and ymblic instruction, provide 
buildings and funds therefor, equalize and simplify tax- 
atitm and all the methods of raising revenue, and make 
all other provisions that may be necessary to secure and 
extend the benefits of a republican form of government 
to all the iidiabitants of Porto Rico ; and all the expenses 
of such commissioners, including all necessary clerks and 
other assistants that they may employ, and a salary to 
each member of the commission at the rate of five thou- 
sand dollars per annum, shall be allowed and i)aid out of 
the treasury of Porto Rico as a part of the expenses of 
the government of Porto Rico. And said commissitm 
shall make full and final report, in both the English and 
Spanish languages, of all its revisions, (compilations, and 
recommendations, with exi)lanatory notes as to the 
changes and the reasons therefor, to the (-ongress on or 
before one year after the passage of this Act. 


XX. ORGAXK' ACT. — ^JOIXT RESOLUTION OF MAY 1, 1900. 

SEfTiox 41.— That this Act shall take effect and be in 
force from and after the first dav of Mav, nineteen hnii- 
dred. 

Approved. April 12. 1900. 


JOINT RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF 
CIVIL AFFAIRS IN PORTO RICO FENDING THE APPOINTMENT 
AND QUALIFICATION OF THE CIVIL OFFICERS PROVIDED FOU 
IN THE ACT APPROVED APRIL TWELFTH, NINETEEN HUN- 
DRED, ENTITLED, "AN ACT TEMPORARILY TO PROVIDE RE- 
VENUES AND A CIVIL GOVERNMENT FOR PORTO RICO, AND 
FOR OTHER PURPOSES.' 

Resolved by the Senate nnd House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Conffi'ess as- 
seinhled : 

That until the officer to fill anv office provided for bv 
the Act of April twelfth, nineteen hundred, entitled '^An 
Act teinyjorarily to provide revenues and a civil govern- 
inent of Porto Rico, and for other ymrposes,-' shall have 
been appointed and qualified, the officer or officers now 
perforining: the civil duties pertaining to such office may 
continue to perform the same under the authority of said 
Act : and no officer of the Armv shall lose his commission 
by reascm thereof : Provided. That nothing herein con- 
tained shall be held to extend the time for the appoint- 
ment and (]ualification of any such officers beyond the 
first day of August, nineteen hundred. 

Section 2. — That all railroad, street railway, tele- 
graph and telephone franchises, privileges or concessions 
granted under section thirty-two of said Act shall be ap- 
proved by the President of the United States, and no 
such franchise, ])rivilege, or concession shall be ()])erative 
until it shall have been so approved. 

Section ?i. — That all franchises, ])rivileges or conces- 
sions granted under section thirty-two of said Act shall 
])r()vide that the same shall be subject to amendment, 
alteration, or rei)eal ; shall forbid the issue of stock or 
bonds, except in exchange for actual cash, or property at 
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a fair vahiatioii, equal in amount to the par value of the 
stock or bonds issued ; shall forbid the declaring of stock 
or bond dividends; and, in the case of public-service cor- 
porations, shall provide for the effective regulation of the 
charges thereof and for the purchase or taking by the pub- 
lic authorities of their property at a fair and reasonable 
valuation. No corporation shall be authorized to con- 
duct the business of buying arid selling real estate or be 
permitted to hold or own real estate except such as may 
be reasonably necessarv to enable it to carrv out the 
purposes for which it was created, and every corporation 
hereafter authorized to engage in agriculture shall by its 
charter be restricted to the ownership and control of not 
to exceed five hundred acres of land ; and this provision 
shall be held to prevent any member of a corporation 
engaged in agriculture from being in any wise interested in 
any other corporation engaged in agriculture. Corpora- 
tions, however, may loan funds upon real estate security, 
and purchase real estate when necessary for the collection 
of loans, but they shall dispose of real estate so obtained 
within five years after receiving the title. Corporations 
not organized in Porto Rico, and doing business therein, 
shall be bound by the provisions of this section-so far as 
they are applicable. 

Approved, May 7, 1900, 


AN ACT TO AMEND AN ACT ENTITLED "AN ACT TEMPORARILY 
TO PROVIDE KEVENUES AND A CIVIL GOVERNMENT FOK 
PORTO RICO. AND FOR OTHER PURPOSKS/' APPROVKD APRIL 
TWELFTH. NINI^yrEEN HUNDRED. AND TO INCREASE THE 
SALARY OF THE COMMISSIONKH OF EDUCATION PROVIDED 
FOR BY SAID ACT. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America, in Congress assembled : 

Section 1 . — That the salarv of the commissioner of 
education for Porto Rico shall, from and after the first 
day of April, nineteen hundred and one, be four thousand 
dollars per annum, and in addition to the duties provided 
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by section thirty-six of the Act of April twelfth, nineteen 
hnndred, the executive council shall, from time to time, 
determine the salaries of all officials and assistants, ap- 
pointed by the United States district c(mrt, including- the 
clerk and the interpreter, which shall be paid out of the 
revenues of Porto Rico as other salaries and expenses of 
like character are paid under the provisions of said Act. 

Section 2. — That such fees and expenses as are pay- 
able by the United States, if earned or incurred in connec- 
tion with a circuit or divStrict court of the United States, 
shall be paid from the revenues of Porto Rico, if earned oi' 
incurred in connection with the district court of the 
United States for Porto Rico. That all such fees, fines, 
costs, and forfeitures as would be deposited to the credit 
of the United States, if collected and paid into a circuit or 
district court of the United States, shall become revenues 
of Porto Rico, if collected and paid into the district court 
of the United States for Porto Rico. The commissioners 
appointed, as provided in section thirty-tour of said Act 
approved'April twelth, nineteen hundred, shall be entitled 
to the fees provided for United States commissioners: Pro- 
vided, That payments of fees and expenses, heretofore 
made in gfood faith by the United States district marshal, 
either from funds advanced to him by the United States 
or by Porto Rico, may be allowed by the accounting- 
oflScers of the United States or the accounting officers of 
Porto Rico, as the case may be, in the settlement of his 
accounts. 

Section 3. — That the jurisdiction of the district court 
of the United States for Porto Rico in civil cases shall, in 
addition to that conferred by the Act of Ai)ril twelfth, 
nineteen hundred, extend to and embrace controversies 
where the i)arties, or either of them, are citizens of the 
United States, or citizens or subjects of a foreign State or 
States, wherein the matter in dispute exceeds, exclusive 
of interest or costs, the sum or value of one thousand 
dollars. 
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Sec^tion 4. — That jurors and witnesBes in the United 
States district court of Porto Rico shall be entitled to 
and receive fiftf^n cents for each mile necessarily traveled 
over any stage line or by private conveyance and ten 
cents for each mile over any railway in going to and re- 
turning from said courts: Provided, That no construc- 
tive or double mileage fees shall be allowed by reason of 
any })erson being summcmed both as witness and juror, 
or as witness in two or more cases pending in the same 
court and triable at the same term thereof. 

Approved, March 2, 1901. 


JURY TRiALi. 


ACTS. 


(C. B. 1.) 

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH TRIAL BY JURY IN PORTO RICO. 

Be it enacted hy the Legislative Assembly of Porto Rico: 

Section 1 .—The right of Wi^^i by jury is hereby estab- 
lished in Porto Rico ; and the di^trjct courts are hereby 
vested with jurisdiction to grant trif^l by jury. 

Section 2.— If any person is charged' with a crime by 
a prosecuting attorney or by a grand jnry. the punish- 
ment for which is capital punishment or two years or 
more confinement in any penal institution of ,tbe. Island, 
he may demand a trial by jury only in the distri'efc. court 
having jurisdiction, and it shall be granted him under, the 
following provisions : 

Section 8. — Any person so charged shall, if he elect to 
have a jury, announce such election to the court, through 
his counsel, or by his own statement ; such election shall 
be made at least two days before the day set for the trial 
for the crime with which he is charged ; and if not made 
before that time, he shall be deemed to have waived the 
right to trial by jury, in which case he shall be tried by 
the court. 

Section 4. — If a person, so charged, has elected to 
have a ]wvy trial, the secretary of the court shall make a 
minute thereof upon the journal or minutes of the court, 
and the jury shall be drawn by lot in maimer provided 
by law. 


2 OATHS— INCOMPATIBILITY OF OFFICES. 

Section 5. — All acts or orders or parts of them now 
in force, in conflict with this act be and the same are here- 
by repealed. 

Section 6. — This act shall take effect from and after 
April 1, A. D. 1901. 

Appro vedy January 12th, 1901. 


(C. B. 6.) 

an act to authorize certain officers to 

administer oaths. 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of Poito Rico : 

Section 1.— The Pre^I^ignt of the Executive Council^ 
and the Speaker of thp/fiptlse of Delegates, may adminis- 
ter oaths of office to;.piefflbers and employees of their res- 
pective bodies. Tlig.*;members of any committee may ad- 
minister oaths td'.witnesses in any matter under exaniin- 
ation. •"•/'•*• 

Sectioji 2".— All laws and parts of laws in conflict with 
this lav'j,]t).e*and the same are hereby repealed. 

S^JM*i6n 3.— This act shall take effect from and after 
itis'-^hs'sage. 

• • « 

.. ;. : * Approved, January 14th, 1901. 


(H. B. 1.) 

AN ACT declaring THE OFFICE OF DELEGATE TO BE 
INCOMPATIBLE WITH OTHER PUBLIC OFFICES. 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of PoHo Rico: 

1 — The office of delegate to the House of Dele- 
gates of Porto Rico, is hereby declared incompatible 
with all public offices, the compensation attached to 
which is paid out of municipal, insular or federal funds : 

2 — With all public offices, whether held by admin- 
istrative appointment, or by popular election, which 
may have annexed to the same, civil jurisdiction, exer- 
cising authority either individually or in a representa- 
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tive capacity as a member of any board, corporation or 
other public body, 

3 — ^All laws, resolutions, or general orders, or parts 
thereof, in conflict with this act, be and the same are here- 
by repealed. 

4 — ^This act shall take effect from and after the first 
day of December, 1902. 

Approved, Januaij 17th, 1901. 


(H. B. 54.) 

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR AN APPROPRIATION OF TEN THOUSAND 
DOLLARS, FOR THE REPRESENTATION OF PORTO RKX) AT 
THE PAN AMERICAN EXPOSITION TO BE HELD AT BUFFALO, 
NEW YORK, FROM MAY 1, 1901, TO NOVEMBER 1, 19()1. 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of Porto Rico: 

Section 1. — That for the representation of Porto Rico 
at the Pan American Exposition to be held at Buffak), 
New York, frcmi May 1 to November 1, 1901, the sum of 
ten thousand dollars is hereby appropriated out of any 
moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Section 2, — The Governor of Porto Rico shall appoint 
at least three commissioner.:^ to represent the Island at 
the above named exposition, which commissioners shall 
j)erform such service and receive such compensation as 
the Governor may direct, to the end that the Island be 
})roperly represented. 

Section 3. — This act, shall take effect and be in force 
from and after its passage. 

Approved, January 18th, 1901. 


(C. B. 2.) 

AN ACT TO PRESCRIBE THE DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY OF 
PORTO RICO AND THE FEES TO BE COLLECTED. 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of Porto Rico : 

Section 1. — The Secretary shall record and preserve 
minutes of the proceedings of the Executive Council, and 
the laws enacted by the Legislative Assembly, and all 
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acts and proceedings of the Governor, and shall promul- 
gate all proclamations and orders of the Governor, and 
all laws enacted by the Legislative Assembly. 

Section 2. — In case of death, removal, resignation, 
or disability of the Governor, or of his teniporary absence 
from Porto Rico, the Secretary shall exercise all the pow- 
ers and perform all the duties of the Governor during such 
vacancy, disability or absence. 

Section 3. — The Secretary shall have power to employ 
all necessary deputies and assistants for the proper dis- 
charge of his duties as Secretary. 

Section 4.— The Secretarv shall be custodian of: 

1 — All books, records, deeds, parchments, maps and 
papers kej)t on deposit in his office pursuant to law : 

2 — Of the great seal of Porto Rico. 

Section 5. — ^In addition to the duties prescribed in the 
foregoing, it is the duty of the Secretary : 

1 — To receive bills and resolutions of the Legislative 
Assembly, and preserv^e the same and to perform such 
other duties as may be devolved upon him by resolution 
of the two houses, or either of them. 

2 — ^To affix the great seal, with his attestation, to 
commissions, pardons and other public instruments, to 
which the official signature of the Governor is required. 

3 — ^To record in proper books all conveyances made 
to the People of Porto Rico (except for public lands, har- 
bor-ways, roads and highways) and all articles of incor- 
poration filed in his office. 

4 — ^To record in j)roper book all changes of names. 

5 — To take and file in his office receii)ts for all books 
distributed bv him. 

6— To furnish, on demand, to any person paying the 
fees therefor^ a certified copy ^of all or any part of any 
law, record or other instrument filed, deposited or record- 
ed in his office. 

7 — ^To deliver to the public i)rinter designated to i)rint 
the same, at the earliest date practicable after the final 
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adjournment of each session of the Legislative Assembly, 
an index of all laws, resolutions (\yith marginal notes) 
and journals, kept, passed or adopted at such session. 

8 — To file in his office descriptions of seals in use bv 
the different insular officers and municipalities and furnish 
such officers, except municipal officers, with new seals 
whenever required at the actual cost therefor. 

9 — He shall annuallv, and at such other times as mav 
be required, make official report of the transactions of his 
office to the Governor of Porto Rico. 

10 — To record in a proper book a register of all asso- 
ciations. 

11 — To issue certificates for all patents filed and re- 
gistered, and to record a list of the same in proper books. 

12 — To record and register a list of all notaries, to- 
gether with their rubrics, seals and dates of their commis- 
sions. 

18 — To keep a register of all duly accredited consuls 
and other official rei)resentatives from foreign nations to 
Porto Rico, with the date of their official recognitions as 
such bv the President of the United States. 

Section 6. — Immediatelv after the laws, resolutions 
and other public documents are printed and bound, and 
within sixty days after the end of each session of the Leg- 
islative Ass(mibly, the Secretary must distribute the same 
as follows : 

1 — ^To the President of the United States Senate and 
to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, one copy 
each. 

2 — To each department of the govermnent at Wash- 
ington, one copy : to each department of the govern- 
ment of Porto Rico, four copies. 

8 — To the library of Congress, and to the i)ublic and 
law libraries of Porto Rico, two copies each. 

4 — To each of the states, two copies. 

5 — To the Governor of Porto Rico, to the Commis- 
sioner from Porto Rico to the United States, to the 
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United States District Judge, to the Judges of the Supreme 
and District Courts of Porto Rico, and to each Prosecut- 
ing Attorney in the Island, one copy each. 

6 — To the members of the Executive Council, the mem- 
bers of the House of Delegates, the chief clerk of the Execu- 
tive Council, and to the chief clerk of the Assembly at the 
session when such laws and journals were adopted, one 
copy each. 

7 — ^To the Insular Normal School, and to such other 
literary and scientific institutions and to such nations 
and colonies as, in his opinion, may secure an interchange 
of works, one copy. 

8 — Of the laws alone : — To the municipal judges, to 
the clerks of municipal assemblies, and to such other in- 
sular officials as may be, in his opinion, entitled to receive 
the same, one copy. 

Section 7. — The Secretarv nmst indeliblv mark each 
book distributed to the officials of Porto Rico, excepting 
the Governor and the legislative officers, with the name 
of the office to which, and the official designation of the 
officer to whom sent. Such books remain the property of 
the Island, and must be, by the officers receiving them, 
delivered to their successors. 

Section 8. — The Secretary shall be custodian of all 
tables, desks, chairs and other furniture of the House of 
Delegates and Executive Council, and shall take charge of 
and keep in repair and replenish such furniture when 
necessarv" and proper. He shall, at the close of each ses- 
sion of the Legislative Assembly, take charge of all such 
furniture, together with the stationery and other property 
of the Legislative Assembly, and will not permit the same 
to be wasted or used for other than public purposes dur- 
ing the recess of the House of Delegates. 

Section 9. — ^The Secretary for services i)erfornied in 
his office, must charge and collect the following fees, which 
in all cases must be paid in internal revenue stamps, affix- 
ing the stamps to the documents and cancelling the same. 


DUTIES OF SECRETARY. i 

1 — For a copy of any law, resolution, record or other 
document or paper on file in his office, twenty cents per 
folio. 

2 — For affixing certificate and seal of the Island, two 
dollars. 

3 — For receiving and filing each certificate of incor- 
poration of any company or corporation not incorpor- 
ated under the laws of Porto Rico, twenty-five dollars 
and for any corporation formed under the laws of Porto 
Rico, he shall charge and collect the sum of twenty-five 
cents on each one thousand dollars of capital stock of 
said company or corporation; Provided, further, that 
whenever the capital stock of any corporation shall ex- 
ceed one million dollars, he shall charge and collect the 
sum of fifteen cents on each one thousand dollars of capi- 
tal stock in excess of one million of dollars; Provided, how- 
ever, that no company or corporation shall be required 
to \reby a fee in excess of one thousand dollars for filing its 
articles of incorporation ; Provided, no fee shall be col- 
lected for filing articles of incorporation of any charitable, 
religious or educational institution. 

4 — For recording articles of incorporation, twenty 
cents per folio. 

5 — ^For issuing each certificate of incorporation, three 
dollars. 

6 — For each passport, or other document signed by 
the Governor and attested by the Secretarj^ (pardons, 
military and civil commissions and extradition papers 
excepted), one dollar. 

7 — For each patent for land issued by the Governor, 
if for one hundred sixty acres or less, one dollar ; and for 
each additional one hundred sixtv acres or fraction there- 
of, one dollar. 

8— For searching records and archives of the Island, 
in his oflice, one dollar. 

9 — For filing and recording notice of appointment of 
agent, five dollars. 


8 DUTIES OF SECRETARY. 

10 — For filing and recording notice of removal of 
place of business, five dollars. 

11 — For filing certificate of increase or decrease of 
capital stock, five dollars. 

12 — For issuing certificate of increase or decrease of 
capital stock, five dollars. 

13 — For filing certificate of continuance of existence, 
five dollars. 

14 — For ' issuing certificate of continuance of exis- 
tence, three dollars. 

15 — For certificate of appointment, qualification and 
term of office of notary public, one dollar. 

16 — For registering articles of associations (except- 
ing religious, fraternal or benevolent) two dollars. 

17 — For recording miscellaneous documents or papers, 
l)er folio, twenty-five cents. 

18 — For registering certificate and issuing certificate 
of registration of U. S. patent, trade mark, print, label 
or copyright, two dollars. 

Section 10.— A folio shall consist of one hundred 
words or fraction thereof in excess of fifty words. 

Section 11.— No member of the Legislative Assembly 
or insular officer shall be charged for any search relative 
to matters appertaining to the duties of their offices ; nor 
shall they be charged any fee for a certified copy of any 
law or resolution passed by the Legislative Assembly. 

Section 12. — That section 2 of general order number 
176, dated November 7, 1899, so far as it pertains to the 
office of the Secretary, and all other general orders or 
laws or parts of general orders or laws in confiict with 
this law, be, and the same are hereby repealed. 

Section 13.— This act shall take effect from and after 
Februarv 1st, 1901. 

Appro ved, Jan uary 19th, 1 901 . 
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(H. B. 15.) 

AN ACT IIXING THE SALARIES OF CERTAIN MEMBERS OF THE 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of Poito Rico : 

That pursuant to the provisions of section 26 of the act 
of the Congress of the United States approved April 12th 
1900, the salary of each member of the Executive Council, 
whose compensation is not fixed by the said act, shall be 
three thousand dollars per annum, and that such salar- 
ies shall accrue from the date at which the said members 
may have, respectively, qualified for office. 

Approved J January 23rd, 1901. 


(C. B. 4.) 

AN ACT (CONCERNING RESIGNATIONS AND VACANCIES. 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of Porto Rico : 

Section 1.— Resignations from office must be in writ- 
ing and made as follows : 

1 — By all officers commissioned by the Governor, to 
the Governor. 

2 — By members of the House of Delegates, whether 
the Legislative Assembly is in session or not, to the Pre- 
siding Officer of the House of Delegates, who must imme- 
diately transmit the same to the Governor. 

3 — By all municipal or county officers not commis- 
sioned by the Governor, to the board of supervisors or 
municipal assembly, for their respective municipalities or 
counties. 

4 — By- all other appointed officers, to the body or 
officer that appointed them. 

5 — In all cases not otherwise provided for, to the Go- 
vernor. 

Section 2. — An office becomes vacant on the happen- 
ing of either of the following events before the expiration 
of the term : 

1 — The death of the incumbent. 
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2 — His insanity, found upon a commission of lunacy 
issued to determine the fact. 

3 — His resignation, duly accepted. 

4 — His removal from office. 

5 — His ceasing to be a resident of the Island^ or if the- 
office be local, of the district, city, county or town for 
which he was chosen or appointed, or within which the 
duties of his office are required to be discharged. 

6 — His absence from the Island without the permis- 
sion of the Governor or the Legislative Assemblj^, beyond 
the period of ninety dsijB ; Provided this shall not apply 
to the resident Commissioner to the United States. 

7 — His ceasing to discharge the duties of his office for 
the period of three consecutive months, except when pre- 
vented by sickness or w^hen absent from the Island by 
permission of the Governor or the Legislative Assembly. 

8— His conviction of a felony, or of any offence involv- 
ing moral turpitude, or a violation of his official duties. 

9 — His refusal or neglect to file his official oath or 
bond before or within fifteen days after the commence- 
ment of the term of office for which he is chosen, if an elec- 
tive office ; or if an appointive office within fifteen days 
after notice of his appointment, or within fifteen days after 
the commencement of such term. 

10 — The decision of a competent tribunal declaring 
void his election or appointment. 

Section 3. — ^Whenever a vacancy or a failure to elect 
by reason of a tie vote, occurs in the House of Delegates, 
the Governor must at once issue a writ of election to fill 
such vacancy, and at least eight days notice of such 
election shall be given. 

Section 4. — ^The provisions relating to general elec- 
tions shall govern special elections to fill vacancies ; Pro- 
vided there shall be no new registration of electors prior 
to such special election, and provided further that nom- 
inations may be made up to the fifth day before such 
election. 
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Section 5. — In all cases where special elections are 
held to fill vacancies in office, the board of canvassers 
shall meet on the third day after such election to can- 
vass the votes at such election, and shall certify the result 
as may be required by law. 

Section 6. — It while a session of the Legislative Assem- 
bly is pending, any member of the House of Delegates 
shall absent himself from his duties for more than five 
consecutive days without the consent of the House of 
Delegates, his office shall be deemed vacant, and the Gov- 
ernor may issue a writ of election to fill such vacancy, as 
prescribed by law. 

Section 7. — When an alcalde, or a member of anv 
municipal council of Porto Rico wishes to resign his office, 
or by reason of decision of a competent court, or for any 
other cause, an alcalde or councilman is removed, his 
resignation or removal shall be communicated in writing 
to the Secretary of Porto Rico by means of a letter or a 
duly attested copy of the order or decree of removal, as 
the case may be, and the Secretary shall inform the Gov- 
ernor of Porto Rico. If the reasons given for the resigna- 
tion shall be deemed sufficient by the Governor, or if the 
Governor deems the reasons for such removal adequate, he 
shall, with the advice and consent of the Executive Coun- 
cil, fill such A^acancy or vacancies, appointing the person 
or persons who shall discharge the duties of such office or 
offices, until the next municipal election ; Provided, that 
in cases of resignations, the alcalde or councilman shall 
send a copy of the same to the corporation to which he 
may belong. 

Section 8. — All laws and orders, and parts of laws 
and orders in conflict with this act, be, and the same are 
hereby repealed. 

Section 9. — This act shall take effect from and after 
its passage. 

Approved, January 25th, 1901, 
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(C. B. 17.) 

AN ACT TO 'provide FOR THE SETTLEMENT OF CERTAIN 
('LAIMS AGAINST THE ISLAND OF PORTO RICO. 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of Porto Rico: 

Section 1. — It is hereby made the duty of the Board 
of Charities to examine into any and all claims for medi- 
cines and other necessary supplies furnished to the suffer- 
ers from the hurricane of August, 1899, and now pending* 
and unsettled before the Insular Government. 

Section 2.— It shall also be the duty of the said Board 
of Charities to make a recommendation in each claim, 
advising payment or rejection, in part or in whole, as 
shall seem to the said Board to be right and proper. 

Section 3. — After the said Board shall have deter- 
mined whether a claim shall be paid or not, it shall file its 
conclusions with the Auditor of Porto Rico, who shall 
audit the said claim, and, with the approval of the Gov- 
ernor pay the same, or refuse to pay the same, as the 
Governor may direct. 

Section 4. — For the purpose of liquidating any claims 
which may be found to be justl^^ due to claimants under 
the provisions of this act, the sum of two thousand 
dollars, or as much thereof as mav be necessarv, is herebA^ 
appropriated out of any funds not otherwise appropriated. 

Section 5.— All laws or parts of laws, or orders or 
parts of orders, in conflict with this act, be, and the same 
are hereby repealed. 

Section 6.— This act shall take effect from and after 
its passage. 

Approved, January 28th, 1901. 


(C. B. 12.) 

AN ACT TO provide FOR THE EDUCATION OF CERTAIN YOUNG 
MEN AND WOMEN, IN THE UNITED STATES. 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of Porto Rico : 

Section 1.— By and with the recommendation of the 
Commissioner of Education of the Island of Porto Rico, 
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there shall be sent from Porto Rico each year, twenty 
good and worthy young men and women, to the United 
States to be educated in the various arts and trades that 
may best qualify them to assist in the improvement of the 
conditions of Porto Rico, 

Section 2. — Each person receiving said appointment 
shall receive from the general government of Porto Rico 
a sum not to exceed two hundred and fifty dollars per 
annum and shall pursue the studies or trades as agreed 
upon by the said Commissioner of Education, and the 
applicant, before finally receiving said appointment- 

Section 3. — The colleges or institutions designated 
to which the said students shall attend are Hampton In- 
stitute, Hampton, Virginia, and Tuskegee Institute, Tus- 
kegee, Alabama, and such other similar educational insti- 
tutions as the Commissioner of Education inav from time 
to time specify. 

Section 4. — The Commissioner of Education shall have 
the right to cancel or withdraw the support at any time 
upon proper proofs being presented of misconduct or bad 
faith of any of the beneficiaries included under this act, 
subject to the approval of the Executive Council, 

Section 5. — There shall be sent to the Commissioner 
of Education from the authorities of the college or insti- 
tution at which the said students are in attendance, a 
quarterly report of the conduct and advancement of each 
student so attending. 

Section 6. — ^The sum of fivethousand dollars, is herebv 
appropriated from any moneys in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated for the purposes of this act, and 
the sum of one hundred dollars shall be paid upon the 
certificate of the Commissioner of Education, to each 
beneficiary to defray expenses when departing from Porto 
Rico to the college or institution, as agreed upon, and 
the remainder of the amount shall be paid upon the 
certificate of the Commissioner of Education by the Trea- 
surer of Porto Rico pursuant to law, in monthly instal- 
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ments during the year, to each student included under 
this act. 

Section 7. — That the number of students who mav 
receive the appointments shall at no time exceed twenty in 
number, ten j^oung men and ten young women, and that 
no one shall receive the benefits of this act for a longer 
term than four years. 

Section 8. — The twenty beneficiaries referred to in 
Section 1 shall in no case be sent from the same district 
or county, and the Commissioner of Education shall there- 
fore confer this favor with the greatest equity among all 
the young persons of the Island. A necessary qualifica- 
tion shall be that the .parents of the beneficiaries thus 
faA^ored shall be poor. 

Section 9.— This act shall take effect from the date of 
its passage. 

Approved, January 30th, 1901, 


H. B. 32.) 

AN ACT restricting AND LIMITING THE AUTHORITY OF THE 
SOCIETY FOR THE PREVENTION OF CRURLTY TO ANIMALS 
UNDER GENERAL ORDERS NO. 122, OF AUGUST 17, 1899, AND 
OTHER SOCIETIES OF LIKE CHARACTER. 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly ofPoito Rico: 

Section 1. — That so much of general orders No. 122, 
of August 17, 1899, as authorizes the Society for the Pre- 
A^ention of Cruelty to Animals, in said order named, to 
impose and collect fines, is hereby repealed, and hereafter 
such fines shall be collected only by the proper courts, 
upon complaint made in due form of law. 

Section 2.— That hereafter the said Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, aiid all other societies 
of like character and purpose, which have been or may 
hereafter be organized under the laws of Porto Rico, shall 
have no authority or power to impose and collect fines 
for the violation of any rules, regulations, orders or laws, 
relating to crueltj^ to animals, but the authorit}^ of such 
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societies, in cases of such violation shall be restricted to 
making complaint to the proper court. 

Section 3.— That all laws, decrees, orders, rules and 
regulations in conflict with the provisions of this act, be, 
and the same are, hereby repealed. 

Approved, January 30th, 1901 


(H. B. 35.) 

AN ACT providing FOR THE EDUCATION IN THE UNITED 
states of CERTAIN FOR rO RICAN YOUNG MEN. 

Section 1. — That there shall be selected annuallj^, as 
hereinafter provided, a number of poor young men of ro- 
bust constitution and good conduct, who shall be sent to 
the United States and maintained there at the expense of 
the People of Porto Rico for a period not to exceed five 
years devoted to the study of such subjects as the Com- 
mission hereinafter provided may determine. 

Section 2. — That the number of young men upon 
whom this privilege shall be bestowed, shall at no time be 
in excess of twenty-five, and the total expense in each case 
shall not exceed the sum of four hundred dollars per annum. 

Section 3. — The young men thus selected shall be sent 
to the United States as soon as provisions have been 
made for them in accordance with this act. 

Section 4.— That the President of the Executive Coun- 
cil and the Speaker of the House of Delegates, together 
with the Commissioner of Education shall form a commis- 
sion that shall prepare the rules under which these young 
men shall be selected and shall have charge of them du- 
ring the time they are engaged in study under this act. 

Section 5. — That the sum of ten thousand dollars 
or so much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appro- 
priated out of any moneys in the treasur^^ of Porto Ric(3 
not otherwise appropriated, for the purposes of this act, 
and the sum of one hundred dollars shall be paid each 
beneficiary upon his departure from Porto Rico, by the 
Treasurer, pursuant to law, upon the authorization of the 
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Commissioner of Education provided in Section 4, and 
the remainder of the sum in monthly installments in the 
same manner. 

Section 6.— That theCommission shall keep regularly 
informed of the conduct and progress of each beneficiary 
and secure all other data that they may consider neces- 
sary. They may also withdraw support from any benefi- 
ciary upon proper proofs being presented of misconduct 
or bad faith of any beneficiary under this act. 

Section 7.— This act shall take effect from and after 
July 1, 1901. 

Approved, January 30th, 1901. 


(H. B. 17). 

AN ACT MAKING CERTAIN PUBLIC CEMETERIES FREE. 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of Porto Rico : 

1. — That all cemeteries of the Island of Porto Rico 
which have been constructed with municipal funds, and 
are at present under the administrative direction and 
financial control of said corporations, shall be declared 
free for the inhumation or exhumation of human remains 
without religious restrictions of any kind, subject only to 
the regulations of public health and civil registry ; Pro- 
vided, that religious ceremonies of any kind are not pro- 
lubited in any cemetery. 

2. — All laws or parts thereof, orders or circulars or 
I)arts thereof in confiict with this act are hereby repealed. 

8. — This law shall take effect from and after its pas- 


sage. 


Approved, January 30th, 1901. 


(C. B. 23). 

AN ACT I\ REFERENCE TO THE SUPREME COURT OF PORTO RICO. 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of Poito Rico; 

'Section 1. — Three members of the Supreme Court of 
Porto Rico shall hereafter constitute a quorum. 
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Section 2.— All laws and orders or parts of laws and 
orders in conflict with this act are hereby repealed. 

Appro vedy January 31st, 1901. 


(C. B. 19.) 

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR A MILITARY STAFF FOR THE 

GOVERNOR OF PORTO RKJO. 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of Porto Rico : 

Section 1. — The Governor of Porto Rico is hereby 
authorized and empowered to appoint a military staff. 

Section 2 — Such staff shall consist of six aides with the 
rank of Colonel, and three aides with the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel. They shall be commissioned by the Governor 
and hold office until their successors are appointed and 
qualify, but they may be removed at any time by the 
Governor, who shall be the Commander-in-Chief of the 
said staff. 

Section 3. — The uniform of the Governor's staff shall 
be that of officers of the United States Army of like grade ; 

Provided, the buttons and other insignia worn, shall 
bear upon them the coat of arms of the Island of Porto 
Rico. 

Section 4. — There shall be no compensation allowed 
to members of the Governor's staff. 

Section 5. — ^AU laws or parts of laws, or orders or 
parts of orders, in conflict with this act, be, and the same 
are hereby repealed. 

Section 6.— This act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. 

Approved, January 31st, 1901. 


(C. B. 16.) 

an act to establish a penitentiary in PORTO RICO 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of Porto Rico : 

Section 1,— There shall be established within the Is- 
land of Porto Rico, or upon any of the adjacent islands 
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forming a part of Porto Rico, a penitentiary such as shall 
meet the requirements of the Island and pursuant to 
modern progress in penal matters. 

Section 2.— The project of the work to be undertaken 
and an estimate of the cost thereof shall be procured by 
the Executive Council and submitted to the Legislative 
Assembly of Porto Rico for its definite approval. 

Section 3.— An appropriation of two thousand dol- 
lars ($2,000) is hereby made to cover such expenses as 
the project may require, such expenditure to be under 
the control and hj the direction of the Executive Council. 

Approved^ January 31st, 1901. 


(C. B. 11.) 

an act to AUTHom;sK i^HR condemnation and use of 

lands for cemetery purposes. 

Be it eimcted by the Legislative Assembly of Porto Rico: 

Section 1.— That the Superior Board of Health of 
Porto Kico, or its legal successor, or the mayor and 
council of any municipality, city or town in Porto Kico, 
or the county officers, if any, is hereby empowered to con- 
demn such real estate as may be necessarj^ for the estab- 
lishment and maintenance of civil cemeteries in Porto 
Rico, under and in accordance with the provisions of this 
act. 

Section 2. — ^Proceedings shall be instituted in the name 
of The People of Porto Rico, by a petition to the Gover- 
nor, signed by the President of the Superior Board of 
Health, or the mayor and council of the municipality, city 
or town for the accommodation of which the proposed 
cemetery is to be established, approved by the Superior 
Board of Health or its successor in office, and setting 
forth the following facts : 

1 — ^The name and location of the municipality, city, 
town or barrio for the use and accommodation of which 
a cemetery is proposed to be established. 
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2 — ^A specific description of the property and its loca- 
tion, with metes and bounds, 

3 — ^The public use for which such property is required, 
a concise statement showing the facts making necessary 
acquisition for the purpose stated, and the need of its im- 
mediate expropriation, 

4 — The names and places of residence of the owners of 
the property ; in case of minors, lunatics, idiots and ha- 
bitual drunkards, those of the guardians, committees or 
trustees, as the case may be; in the case of anon-resident, 
that of his agent or attorney residing in Porto Rico duly 
authorized to contract for the sale of the property, When 
a non-resident has no agent or attorney, or such agent 
or attorney is unknown, such facts should be set forth 
together with proof that due notice to such non-resident 
owner has been published not less than ten days in one or 
more newspapers publis^hed in the town nearest the pro- 
perty in question that such condemnation proceedings 
are about to be instituted. 

5 — That all proper efforts have been made to secure 
said property by purchase, and the reasons why said pur- 
chase could not be effected. 

6 — The value of the property to be condemned, as es- 
timated by the petitioner, with a statement showing that 
it is the bona fide intention of the petitioner to complete 
the work and utilize the property for the purpose named 
in the petition. 

Section 3. — If such petition is approved by the Gov- 
ernor, he shall endorse thereon authority for the Superior 
Board of Health, or the county authorities, or the mayor 
and council, to immediately enter upon, take, hold, con- 
vert and use the property described for the public pur- 
poses specified. The petitioner receiving such authority 
shall thereupon cause notice, with a copy of said petition 
and endorsement to be served upon the owner, agent or 
attorney of the said property to name an appraiser, who, 
with another appraiser to be named by the Superior 
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Board of Health, will proceed to the property in question 
and appraise the value thereof, and determine the com- 
pensation to be made to the owner or owners of the pro- 
perty so taken. The appraisers, if they agree, will submit 
their report as soon as possible to the Governor, who, 
upon approval, will transmit it to the Auditor of Porto 
Rico for settlement. If the appraisers fail to agree, they 
shall immediately forward separate reports to the Presi- 
dent of the District Court within the jurisdiction of which 
said land lies, who will name a third appraiser, who, 
with the other two, will proceed to view the land and de- 
termine the value thereof. If two of the appraisers agree, 
their report shall be immediately forwarded to the 
Governor, who, upon approval, will transmit it the Audi- 
tor of Porto Rico for settlement. If no two of the ap- 
praises agree, they shall immediately forward separate 
reports to the President of the District Court of said dis- 
trict, and the court shall determine the value of the land 
and amount of damages, and render judgment thereon, 
which judgment shall be final. Or, should the owner feel 
aggrieved by the appraisement made, he may decline to 
accept the compensation so tendered, and file his appeal 
from the appraisers' decision before the District Court of 
said district within thirty days after said tender, pray- 
ing an adjudication of the value of said land. It shall be 
the duty of the Fiscal of the District Court to represent 
the People of Porto Rico in the proceedings. The District 
Court may try any issue raised by the petition and by the 
answer of the Fiscal at such time as the court may direct, 
and render judgment thereon, which judgment shall be 
final. In either case the court shall issue to the petitioner 
a certificate setting forth the judgment awarded and 
costs, and upon presentation thereof to the Auditor, he 
shall proceed to settle and certify the same for payment. 
Section 4. — ^In addition to the value and damages de- 
termined by the court, interest may be allowed to the 
owner or owners at a rate not exceeding six per cent per . 
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annum upon the amount so adjudged from the date of 
occupation to, and including the date of judgment, and 
the total amount of judgment, interest, and cost as certi- 
fied by the court and paid by the Treasurer of Porto Rico 
shall be entered upon the books of the Treasurer as a 
charge against the municipality, city or town for the 
use and benefit of which the said land was condemned and 
appropriated, and be deducted from any funds on hand 
or that may thereafter come into the treasury of Porto 
Rico, from any source, to the credit of said municipality, 
city, town, or county. 

Section 5, — A sum sufficient to carry out the pro- 
visions of this act is hereby appropriated out of any 
moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Sectioi*^ 6.— All laws, orders or decrees, or parts of the 
same, in conflict with this act are hereby repealed. 

Section 7. — This act shall be in force from and after 
its passage. 

Approved, January 31st, 1901. 


(H. B. 90.) 

AN ACT DECLARING THE TWENTY-FIFTH DAY OF JULY A LEGAL 

HOLIDAY. 

Whereas the People of Porto Rico desire to com- 
memorate the anniversary of the first landing of Aineri- 
can troops in Porto Rico, therefore : 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of Porto Rico: 

Section 1.— The twenty-fifth day of July of each and 
every year, commencing in the year 1901, is hereby de- 
clared to be a legal holiday in Porto Rico. 

Section 2.— All laws and orders or parts thereof in 
confiict with this act be and are hereby repealed. 

Approved, January 31st., 1901. 
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(C. B. 27.) 

AN ACT TO PROVIDE A GREAT SEAL AND COAT OF ARMS FOR 

POETO RICO. 

Beit enacted by the Legislative Assembly of Porto Rico: 

Section 1.— The Governor of Porto Kico, the Presi- 
dent of the Executive Council, the Speaker of the House 
of i)elegates, the Honorable Andres Crosas, and the Hon- 
orable Cayetano Coll y Toste, are hereby created a com- 
mission, of which the Governor shall be the chairman, 
for the purpose of selecting and approving and adopting 
a great seal and coat of arms for the Island of Porto 
Rico . A maj ority of such commission is hereby empowered 
to act persuant to the provisions of this law. 

Section 2. —The said commission is hereby empowered 
and directed to secure such drawings or designs as to it 
may seem necessary and proper to effect the object of this 
law, and the sum of five hundred dollars, (f 500.00) or as 
much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated, 
out of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated, to be paid out on vouchers approved by the Go v- 
emor, for the purpose of securing designs or drawings 
and the purchase of a seal when the commission has de- 
cided upon the adoption of one. 

Section 3.— After the said commission, or a majority 
of them, shall have approved of and adopted a design for 
a seal and coat of arms, they shall aflSx their signatures 
to the order of such approval and adoption, and submit 
the same to the Executive Council, and if the design is ap- 
proved by the Executive Council it shall be filed in the 
office of the Secretary of Porto Rico, whereupon it shall 
be the duty of the Governor of Porto Rico, as the chair- 
man of the commission, to certify over his hand that 
the commission and the Executive Council have approved 
and adopted such design and coat of arms as the official 
seal of Porto Rico, and to publish such certificate, to- 
gether with a facsimile of the seal in at least three news- 
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papers of general circulation thfoughout the Island ; and 
thereupon, from the time of the filing of the order of 
-adoption and the certification by the Governor as afore- 
said, the design and seal and coat of arms so selected 
and adopted by the commission, shall be the official seal 
of Porto Rico, to be thereafter known and used as such, 
and there shall be no other great seal for Porto Rico. 

Section 4.— All acts and parts of acts in conflict with 
this act, be, and the same are hereby repealed. 

Section 5.— This act shall take effect from and after 
its passage. 

Approved, January 31st, 1901. 


(C, B. 24.) 

an ACT making appropriations to supply deficiencies 
in the appropriations for carrying on the govern- 
ment OF PORTO RICO for THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 
30TH., 1901, AND FOR PRIOR YEARS. 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of Porto Rico: 

That the following sums be, and the same are hereby 
appropriated out of any moneys in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, to supply deficiencies in the ap- 
propriations for the fiscal year ending June 30th., 1901, 
and for prior years, for the objects hereinafter stated, 
namely: 

PRINTING AND PUBLICATION OF LAWS. 

For printing and publication of the laws of Porto 
Rico, during the fiscal year ending June 30th., 1901, two 
thousand five hundred dollars, or so much thereof as 
may be necessary. 

COMMISSIONS TO TAX GATHERERS. 

For estimated amount necessary to pay commissions 
to tax gatherers during the fiscal year ending June 30th, 
1901, three thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may 
be necessary. 

FEES OF WITNESSES. 

For estimated amount necessary to pay the fees of 
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witnesses testifying in the several District Courts of the 
Island and in the Supreme Court of Porto Rico, during- 
the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1901, one thousand dol- 
lars, or so much thereof as may be necessary. 

EXTRA COMPENSATION FOR ENaROSSING CLrERKS. 

For estimated amount necessary to pay for the ser- 
vices of clerks employed in the Executive Departments of 
the Insular Government, working outside of regular office 
hours, in engrossing laws passed by the Legislative As- 
sembly, for the Executive Council, at rates not exceeding- 
fifty cents per hour, six hundred dollars, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary. 

COMPENSATION FOR MEDICALr AUTOPSIES. 

For amount due for medical autopsies performed by 
orders of the District Courts, or approved by the District 
Courts, on claims examined and filed in the Auditor's of- 
fice, which have been approved by the Attorney General 
of Porto Kico, as follows: Prior to July 1st, 1900; 
amount due to Dr. Fernando Aleman, Arecibo, Porto Kico, 
seventy-eight dollars ; amount due to Dr. Gomez Brioso 
Ponce, Porto Rico, one hundred and thirty dollars; 
amount due to Dr. Luis 0ms, Maricao, Porto Rico, six 
dollars ; amount due to Dr. Julio Audinot, Yauco, Porto 
Rico, one hundred and thirty-six dollars and fifty cents ; 
amount due to Dr. Francisco Sein, Lares, Porto Rico, 
sixty-three dollars ; amount due to Dr. Pedro Janer, 
Yauco, Porto Rico, twenty-one dollars; amount due to 
Dr. Rafael A. Gatell, Yauco, Porto Rico, one hundred and 
thirty-six dollars and fifty cents ; amount due to Dr. Pedro 
Hernandez y Santiago, Ponce, Porto Rico, eighty dollars; 
subsequent to July 1st, 1900, amount due to Dr. Fran- 
cisco Sein, Lares, Porto Rico, thirty-one dollars and fifty 
cents; amount due to Dr. Fernando Aleman, Arecibo, 
Porto Rico, thirty dollars ; amount due to Dr. Gomez 
Brioso, Ponce, Porto Rico, one hundred and ninety dol- 
lars ; amount due to Dr. Pedro Hernandez y Santiago, 
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Ponce, Porto Rico, one hundred dollars; in all, (me thou- 
sand and two dollars and fifty cents. 

Approved, January 31st, 1901. 


(C. B. 14.) 

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR COMMISSIONERS FOR PORTO RICO. 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of Porto Rico: 

Section 1. — The Governor may appoint in each of the 
States and Territories of the United States one or more 
Commissioners, who shall hold their oflBces for four vears 
from the date of their respective api)ointments, unless 
sooner removed bv the Governor. 

Section 2. — Every such Commissioner shall, Avithin 
three months from his appointment, take and subscribe 
an. oath or affirmation before a Justice of the Peace or 
other magistrate of the city or county where he resides, 
or before a clerk of a court of record within the State or 
Territory where he resides, faithfully to discharge the du- 
ties of his office, and shall cause to be prepared an official 
seal upon which shall appear his name, the words '"Com- 
missioner for Porto Rico'- and the name of the State or 
Territory and city or county in wliich he resides. An im- 
pression of such seal, together with the Commissioner's 
oath of office and signature, shall forthwith be transmitted 
to and filed in the office of the Secretary of this Island. 

Section 3. — Such Commissioner mav, in the State or 
Territory for which he is appointed, administer oaths and 
take depositions, affidavits, and acknowledgments of deeds 
and other instruments, to be used or recorded in Porto 
Rico, and the i)ro()f of such deeds when the grantor refuses 
to acknowledge the same; and all oaths, , depositions, affi- 
davits, acknowledgments, and proofs so administered 
or taken, and certified by such Commissioner under his 
official seal, shall be as effectual as if administered or 
taken and certified by the i)r()per officers of this Island. 

Section 4.— Every i)erson ai)pointed a Commissioner 


26 COMMIS8IONER8. 

by the Governor, shall be notified by the Secretary of the 
Island of his appointment, and if he does not, within three 
months from, the date of such appointment, take and 
subscribe the oath required to qualify him to execute the 
duties of the ofiice to which he has been appointed, his 
appointment shall be null and void, and the Secretary 
shall forthwith notify him thereof and request him to re- 
turn his commission to be cancelled, and shall also certifj'^ 
said facts to the Governor. 

Section 5. — Commissioners appointed under Section 
1,. shall be allowed the following fees : 

For administering oaths and certifying the same un- 
der their official seal, one dollar for each; for taking 
acknowledgments of deeds and other instruments, and 
certifying the same under their official seals, one dollar 
for each ; for each written page contained in any deposi- 
tion or affidavit taken by them, fifty cents ; for adminis- 
tering the oath or affirmation to each deponent, one dol- 
lar; for authenticating, sealing up, and directing each 
deposition, one dollar ; for services not hereinbefore speci- 
fied, the same fees as are allowed to notaries public in the 
Island of Porto Kico ; but the court to w^hich a deposition 
is returnable shall order further allowance therefor if it 
appears proper to do so. 

Section 6.^A11 laws and parts of laws, orders and parts 
of orders in confiict with this act be and the same are 
hereby repealed. 

Section 7.— This act shall take effect from and after 
its passage. 

Approved, January Slst, 1901. 


(a B. 26,) 

an act regarding foreign corporations. 
Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of Porto Rico: 

Section 1.— That all corporations or joint stoc^ com- 
panies, organized under the laws of any state, or of the 
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United States, or of any foreign government, shall, before 
doing business within this island, file in the office of the 
Secretary, a duly authenticated copy of their charters or 
articles of incorporation, and also a statement verified by 
the oath of the president and secretary of said corpora- 
tion, and attested by a majority of its board of directors, 
showing : 

1 — ^The name of such corporation and the location of 
its principal ofiice or place of business, without this Island ; 
and if it is to have any place of business or principal office 
within this Island, the location thereof. 

2 — The amount of its capital stock. 

3 — ^The amount of its capital stock actually paid in, 
in money. 

4 — ^The amount of its capital stock paid in, in any 
other way, and in what. 

5 — ^The amount of the assets of the corporation and 
of what the assets consist, with the actual cash value 
thereof. 

6 — The liabilities of such corporation and if any of its 
indebtedness is secured, how secured, and upon what pro- 
perty. 

Section 2. — Such Corporation or joint stock company 
shall also file, at the same time, and in the same office a 
certificate, under the seal of the corporation, and the signa- 
ture of its President, Vice President, or other acting head, 
and its Secretary, if there be one, certifying that the said 
corporation has consented to be sued in the courts 
of this Island upon all causes of action arising against it 
in this Island, and that service of process may be made 
against some person, a resident of this Island, whose name 
and place of residence shall be designated in such certifi- 
cate, and such service when so made upon such agent 
shall be valid service on the corporation or company, and 
such agent shall reside at the principal place of business 
of such corporation or company. 

Section 3. — The written consent of the person so de- 
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sigiiated to act as such agent, shall also be filed in like 
manner, and such designation shall remain in force until 
the filing in the same office of a written revocation there- 
of, or of the consent, executed in like manner. A certified 
copy of a designation so filed, accompanied with a certifi- 
cate that it has not been revoked is presumptive evidence 
of the execution thereof, and conclusive evidence of the 
authority of the officer executing it. 

Section 4. — If any foreign corporation shall attempt 
or commence to do business in this Island without 
having first filed said statements, certificates and con- 
sents, recpiired by this act, it shall forfeit to the people of 
this Island the sum of ten dollars for every dav it shall so 
neglect to file the same. It shall be the duty of the Attor- 
ney General to sue for and recover, in the name of the 
Island, the penalty above provided, and the same, when 
so recovered, shall be paid into the treasury for the use 
of the Island. 

Section 5. — Every such corporation shall annually, 
and within twenty days from the first day of July of each 
year, make a report, which shall be in the same form and 
contain the same information as required in the statement 
mentioned in Section 1 of this act, which report shall be 
filed in the office of the Secretarv. 

Section (5. — Xuy foreign coi*}>oration that has hereto- 
fore engaged in business, performed acts, or made con- 
tracts in this Island, nmy, within ninety days from the 
date this act goes into effect, comply with the provisions 
hereof, and thereu])()n all its acts and contracts done and 
made before this act goes into effect, shall be A'alid and 
enforceable, any statute of this island, or any order here- 
tofore enacted or made to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Section 7. — Foreign life insurance companies, not on 
the assessment i)lan, are hereby declared to be embraced 
within the provisions of this act; Provided, that such foreign 
insurance, surety or building and loan com])anies as have 
filed their charters and taken out certificates in accord- 
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ance with general orders No. 94, series of 1900, of the 
late military government of Porto Rico shall be relieved 
from the provisions of this act, and the Treasurer of Porto 
llico shall transfer to the Secretary of Porto Ilico, the 
charters, statements and certificates of such companies 
filed in accordance with said general orders. 

Section 8. — All laws and orders and parts of laws and 
of orders in conflict with this law, be, and the same are 
hereby repealed. 

Section 9.— This act shall take effect from and after 
its passage. 

Approved, January 31st, 1901. 


(C, B. 22). 

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A SYSTEM OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN 

PORTO KICO. 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of Porto Rico: 

Section 1. — That there shall be established and main- 
tained a system of free jmblic schools in Porto Rico, under 
the direction and supervision of the Commissioner of Edu- 
cation, for the purpose of providing a liberal education for 
the children of school age in Porto Rico, for the establish^ 
ment of higher institutions of learning, including colleges, 
universities, normal, industrial, mechanical, agricultural, 
and high schools, together with such other educational 
agencies as the Commissioner of Education may from 
time to time evstablish and direct. 

Section 2. — The qualified voters ofeach school district 
shall elect at the regular municipal election next succeed- 
ing the passage of this act three of their number as di- 
rectors of the public schools of the district who shall serve 
without compensation and whose election shall be certi- 
fied in the same manner as that of other officers elected at 
the same time. These three oflftcers shall be known as the 
school board. They sliall proCH^d by lot to determine 
their tenure; one shall serve for three years, one for two 
years, and one for one year, and at each succeeding annual 
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election one director shall be elected as above provided to 
serve for three years ; provided, that from and after the 
passage of this act the present school trustees shall serve 
until the school boards herein provided shall have been 
duly elected and organized. 

Section 3.— Upon the first Tuesday of June in each 
and every year the school board of each school district 
shall meet and organize by taking an oath of oflice and 
by electing from their own number a president and a 
secretary, and certify said organization and officers to 
the Commissioner of Education. 

The school board shall meet monthly or oftener as 
required, and two shall constitute a quorum for the trans- 
action of business. They shall elect one qualified voter, 
not a member of the board, treasurer of the district. The 
president and secretary shall perform all the duties usual- 
ly appertaining to such officers, and make such reports 
to the Commissioner of Education as he may from time 
to time require. 

The treasurer of the school board may be the trea- 
surer of the municipality in which said school district 
shall be situated, and said treasurer shall, as treasurer 
of the school board, conform in every respect to the con- 
ditions and regulations provided by law for the regula- 
tion of his duties as treasurer of the municipality. 

The treasurer of the school board shall pay only 
such amounts as are authorized in writing and signed by 
the president and secretary of the school board, and no 
account shall be allowed unless previously ordered at a 
regular or duly called meeting of said school board. 

Section 4. — The school boards shall have charge of 
all school buildings in their respective districts. They 
shall have power to erect, repair, remodel and improve 
school property, rent buildings for school purposes, pro- 
vide suitable furniture arid equipment for the same, em- 
ploy janitors for school buildings, pay house rent for 
teachers, erect and keep in good order suitable out build- 
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ings, and in general shall perform such duties as the Com- 
missioner of Education and the law may require. 

Section 5. — For the performance of their duties, it is 
hereby ordered that not less than ten (10) per centum 
and not more than twenty (20) per centum of all taxes 
collected and funds received from the Insular treasury by 
any municipality shall be set aside, as collected, and 
designated as '^ school funds." The money or moneys 
thus set aside shall be kept as a separate fund, and shall 
be apportioned by the ayuntamiento among the respec- 
tive school boards situated in said municipality, said ap- 
portionment to be based upon the number of schools 
actually in operation in the respective school districts ; 
said separate funds shall be disbursed by the treasurer of 
the school district only upon the written authorization of 
the officers of the respective school boards in said muni- 
cipality. 

The exact percentage of '' school funds" within the 
limits herein specified shall be fixed annually before the 
20th day of June in each and every year by the ayunta- 
miento of the respective municipalities, and such per- 
centum shall be the '^school fund" for the succeeding 
school year. The accounts of the school board and the 
treasurer shall be audited and in every way treated as the 
accounts of all other municipal officers. 

Section 6. — Each school board shall annually on or 
before July 1st, make a report to the Commissioner of 
Education specifying the number of schools they desire to 
open in their district for the next ensuing school year. 
This report shall specify the number of rural, graded, 
English, and principal teachers required, and the Com- 
missioner of Education shall at once proceed to consider 
such report, informing the respective school boards not 
later than August 1st next ensuing, the number of schools 
and teachers they may in equity provide for their district. 

Section 7.— A member of the school board shall be 
removed from office by the District Court when it is clear- 
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\y denionstrated by proof upon charges preferred that 
said director is not performing his duties according to 
law. No person shall remain a member of the school 
board if he is, during his term of office, convicted of any 
felony or crime under the laws of Porto Rico. Proceed- 
ings for removal shall be made in the same manner as for 
vacancies. 

Section 8. — Vacancies in the school boards, caused 
by death, resignation, removal from district, or failure 
to attend stated or called meetings for two months, shall 
be filled by appointment of the District Court ; such ap- 
pointment shall be made upon nomination by the Com- 
missioner of Education immediately upon the court being- 
informed of such vacancy, and such appointee, who shall 
be a qualified voter of the school district, shall at once 
assume the duties of his office. Information of vacancies 
shall be considered made when the school board, the suj)- 
ervisor or superintendent of schools, or a petition signed 
by five citizens shall have so reported to the court. 

Section 9. — The school year shall in no case exceed 
ten months, and shall be as iiuich less as the Commission- 
er of Education shall direct, i)rovided that in no case 
shall the school year be less than eight months, and pro- 
vided further that the school board of any school district 
may extend the school year bej^ond the limit fixed by the 
Commissioner of Education and to the maximum limit 
herein provided ; such extension of the school year shall 
be wholly at the expense of the district authorizing such 
extension. 

Section 10. — The school dav and the school year 
shall be such and be so divided as the Commissioner of 
Education may determine. 

Section 11. — A school month shall consist of twenty 
days of actual teaching, legal holidays excepted. But no 
school shall be opened upon any Saturday or Sunday. 
Legal holidays within the meaning of this section shall be 
the following: New Year's day, Washington's birthday, 
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Good Friday, Fourth of July, Twenty-fifth of July, 
Thanksgiving Day, Christmas and such other days as the 
Legislature may from time to time determine, 

Sectiojn 12 — One school board shall be elected in each 
municipality at the next election for municipal officers, 
which board shall have jurisdiction over all schools in 
their municipality, unless additional boards are created 
as herein provided, in which case the new board shall 
have Jurisdiction over the schools in the district so created. 

Section 13, — ^A school district shall be conterminous 
with the municipality, and the school boards shall have 
jurisdiction over all schools within their respective dis- 
tricts ; provided that any barrio or barrios may, upon 
petition to the Commissioner of Education, signed by not 
less than ten qualified voters of the proposed school dis- 
trict, be authorized by said Commissioner to organize 
and erect a new school district, in which case the jurisdic- 
tion of all schools within the new district shall be under 
the jurisdiction of the temporary school board that shall 
be appointed by the Commissioner of Education until the 
regular school board shall have been elected by the quali- 
fied electors of the said district, 

Section 14,— The teachers of Porto Rico shall be de- 
signated as rural teachers, graded teachers, teachers of 
English and principal teachers. They shall all be person^ 
of good moral character, and possessed of the attain- 
ments required by law. They may be dismissed from of- 
fice for cruelty, negligence, immorality or incompetency, 
upon investigating proceedings instituted by the Commis- 
sioner of Education, in which investigation the school 
board and the teacher shall be heard; such dismissal 
shall be made by the Commissioner of Education who 
may, if he so decide, suspend a teacher for the same 
reasons. 

Section 15,— The salaries of all teachers shall be fixed 
by the Commissioner of Education, provided that teach- 
ers performing similar service shall receive the same sal- 
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ary and provided further that the salary of any teacher 
may be increased by the local school board above the 
sum set by the Commissioner of Education; in which 
case such increase shall be subject to the approval of the 
Commissioner of Education and shall be paid from the 
''school funds" herein provided, and not from the De- 
partment of Education. 

Section 16. — ^A rural teacher shall receive not less than 
thirty (30) dollars per school month, for each month of 
actual service. Rural teachers shall pass an examination 
for a certificate to teach in the rural schools of Porto 
Rico in the following stjidies : English language, Spanish 
language, arithmetic, geography, history of the United 
States and of Porto Rico, and methods of teaching. 

Section 17. — ^A graded teacher shall receive not less 
than forty (40) dollars per school month, for each month 
of actual teaching. Candidates for graded certificate 
shall pass an examination for a certificate to teach in the 
graded schools of Porto Rico in the following studies : Eng- 
lish language, Spanish language, arithmetic, geography, 
history of the United States and of Porto Rico, and 
methods of teaching. 

Section 18. — Teachers of English shall receive not less 
than forty (40) dollars per school month, for each month 
of actual service. Teachers of English shall be graduates 
of a first-class high school, normal school, college or 
university, or a teacher of extended experience holding a 
high grade certificate from some state of the United 
States, or they shall pass an examination in the English 
language, including writing, spelling, reading and gram- 
mer, arithmetic, geography, history of the United States, 
physiology, and methods of teaching. In every vil- 
lage and city maintaining a graded system of schools 
there shall be at least one teacher of English, and as many 
more as the Commissioner of Education may appoint. 
All teachers of English shall be selected and appointed by 
the Commissioner of Education, and shall perform the 
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duties he may assign to them. But in all other respects 
they shall be subject to the same conditions and regular 
tions governing graded teachers. 

Section 19. — Principals of graded schools shall receive 
not less than sixty (60) dollars per school month, for 
each month of actual service. Principals shall be gra- 
duates of an accredited normal school, college or univer- 
sity, or they shall pass an examination for a certificate to 
teach in the public schools of Porto Kico in the following 
studies : all the studies required for a graded certificate 
and in addition thereto, algebra, geometry, physiology, 
and such additional studies as the Commissioner of Edu- 
cation may require; provided that no additional study 
shall be required without giving at least six months 
notice of such additional studies. The principal of a 
graded system of schools shall perform such duties as the 
Commissioner of Education may specify. 

Section 20. — Teachers, other than teachers of English, 
shall be selected for the schools of Porto Kico in the fol- 
lowing manner: the school board by a majority vote 
shall, on or before July 1st, of each and every year, cer- , 
tify to the Commissioner of Education the list of teachers 
whom they desire to elect for the next ensuing school year. 
The Commissioner of Education shall return this list with- 
in thirty days with his approval or disapproval of each 
teacher so nominated, and the school board shall then 
proceed to elect for the schools of their respective districts, 
according to law, from the approved list received from 
the Commissioner of Education, the teachers for the next 
ensuing school year. Vacancies shall be filled in the same 
manner. No applicant for a school shall be certified to 
the Commissioner of Education by any school board unless 
said applicant possesses a legal certificate bearing the 
signature of the Commissioner of Education and the seal 
of the Department of Education. 

Section 21. — ^All high institutions of learning estab- 
lished or to be established in Porto Rico shall be such 
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and shall be so organized and conducted as the Com- 
missioner of Education may from time to time deter- 
mine, and he shall have full power to make effective this 
provision, provided that in no case shall the Commis- 
sioner of Education in the execution of this provision 
expend any sum in excess of that provided for education 
in Porto Rico. 

Section 22. — ^School boards, from the funds at their 
disposal, shall pay the house rent or provide rooms for 
teachers as follows : the board may secure at a rent not 
to exceed in any case fifteen dollars per month, suitable 
building or rooms in which the teacher shall live, or, if 
they so elect, may, in lieu thereof, make a cash allowance 
to teachers for house rent as follows : in all villages and 
rural districts not less than three and not more than eight 
dollars per month for each and every school month, in 
which the teacher is actually engaged. In all other places 
not less than six and not more than fifteen dollars per month 
for each and every school month in which the teacher is 
actually engaged. In all cases after July 1st, 1901, this 
allowance for house rent shall be paid from the ^'school 
funds" provided for in this act, and said rent or allow- 
ance shall in every case be made a part of the agreement 
between the teacher, the school board and the Commis- 
sioner of Education, all of whom shall agree to the rent or 
allowance so specified. 

Section 23.^The Commissioner of Education being 
required by act of Congress of [May] April 12, 1900, to su- 
})ervi8e education in Porto Rico, he shall, to comply with 
said act appoint from time to time supervisors or super- 
intendents of schools who shall be subject to the Commis- 
sioner in all respects; he shall prepare and promulgate 
all courses of study; conduct all examinations; prepare 
and issue all licenses or certificates to teachers; fix the 
salaries of teachers; select. and purchase all school books, 
supplies, and equipments necessary for the proper conduct 
of education ; approve of all plans for public school build- 
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ings to be erected in Porto Rico ; require and collect such 
statistics and reports from all school boards, supervisors 
or superintendents and teachers as he may require ; and 
formulate such rules and regulations as he may from time 
to time find necessary for the effective administration of 
his office. 

Section 24. — Immediately upon the passage of this 
act the Commissioner of Education shall compile and pub- 
lish in pamphlet form in the English and Spanish lan- 
guages the laws and regulations in force relating to pub- 
lic education in Porto Rico. Said pamphlet shall include 
this act, and all additional rules, regulations and orders, 
not in conflict with this act, which the Commissioner of 
Education may, with the approval of the Executive Coun- 
cil, determine to be necessary to the effective operation of 
a system of schools in Porto Rico. 

Section 25. — Teachers in the public schools of Porto 
Rico shall at all times treat their pupils humanely and 
kindly, and the Commissioner of Education shall provide 
such rules and regulations for the discipline of the pupils 
in the public schools as to enforce the spirit of this act. 

Section 26.— The Commissioner of Education, upon 
application of tw^enty young men, unable to attend day- 
school for justified reasons, may establish a night school 
in each town, and may also close the same when the aver- 
age attendance in any one month does not reach twelve 
students. 

Section 27. — All laws, decrees and military orders, or 
parts of the same, in conflict with this act, be, and the 
same are hereby repealed. 

Section 28. — This act shall take effect on and after 
March 25, 1901. 

Approved, January 31st, 1901. 
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(C. B. 18.) 

AN ACT TO ESTABLIvSH THE BOUNDARY LINE FOR THE TAXA- . 
TION OF THE DIHTRICTg OF LOIZA AND RIO GRANDE. 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of Porto Rico : 

Section 1.— That for the purposes of assessment and 
taxation of property, until otherwise agreed upon by the 
ayuntamientos of Loiza and Rio Grande, the boundary 
line between the said districts of Loiza and Rio Grande,, 
shall be fixed by the Commissioner of the Interior of Porto 
Rico, and all assessments and taxes hereafter to be made, 
shall be had and collected with reference to the boundary 
line established by such official. 

Section 2,— This act shall take effect from and after 
its passage. 

Approved, January 31st, 1901, 


(H. B. 12,) 

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE ORGANIZATION OF POLICE 
COURTS IN THE ISLAND OF PORTO RICO. 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of PoHo Rico : 

Section 1. — That so much of general orders number 
195 of November 29th, 1899, as authorizes the alcalde of 
each city and town of Porto Rico to act as the police 
court, and provides that there shall be no appeal front 
the decisions of such police court, is hereby repealed. 

Section 2. — The Governor, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Executive Council, shall appoint a 
police judge, and there shall be a police court in each 
city and town where there now exists a municipal tribu- 
nal. Police judges shall be appointed for a term of two 
years unless sooner removed by the Governor. 

Section 3.— The police judge appointed under the 
authority conferred by section 2 of this act, shall have 
jurisdiction of all offences triable by the police court 
pursuant to said general orders 195 of November 29th, 
1899, and of any other offences under the municipal or- 
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dinances of any city wherein his jurisdiction extends. 

Section 4. — The police court shall be open for the 
disposition of business before it, each and every forenoon 
in the week, except on Sundays, and all offences cogniza- 
ble by the police court shall be promptly inquired into, 
heard and decided. 

Section 5.— The judges of the police courts shall re- 
ceive no fees or perquisites of any kind whatsoever, except 
their salaries, which are hereby fixed as follows : 

For San Juan, Ponce, Mayaguez, seven hundred and 
twenty dollars per annum. 

For Arecibo and Humacao, six hundred dollars per 
annum. 

For all other places, four hundred and eighty dollars 
per annum. 

The salaries of police judges shall be paid monthly 
out of the local municipal treasury, and all fines and 
costs collected from any source by the police court shall 
be paid into the local treasury by the secretary of the 
police court on or before the 1st day of each month for 
the month next previous to the date of payment. 

Section 6. — There shall also be a secretary to each 
police court. He shall be appointed by the police judge 
and shall hold his ofiice at the pleasure of the judge who 
appointed him. The secretary shall have the power to 
take information on which warrants for the arrest of 
persons charged with the commission of a crime niay be 
issued by the police judge. He shall also have power to 
issue and sign subpoenas, to administer oaths to wit- 
nesses, and to make and sign commitments and certifi- 
cates of conviction when ordered by the court, and to cer- 
tify to and sign copies thereof for the execution of any 
judgment rendered in the police court. 

Section 7- — The secretary of the police court shall be 
paid an annual salary, payable monthly out of the local 
treasury as follows : 
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The secretaries for the courts at San Juan, Ponce and 
Mayaguez, six hundred dollars per annum : 

The secretaries of the courts at Arecibo and Huma- 
cao, four hundred and eighty dollars per annum ; and all 
other secretaries for such courts shall receive three hun- 
dred and sixty dollars per annum, payable monthly, and 
they shall receive no other compensation by reason of 
their official duties. 

Section 8. — The secretary of the police court shall 
give a bond to the city for the faithful performance of the 
duties of his office, in such form and for such sum, and 
with such sureties as shall be prescribed and approved by 
the city council. His bond shall be deposited with the 
secretary of the city council. He shall render monthly 
itemized accounts of all moneys, fines, costs or other 
sums collected by him as secretary from any source, and 
shall furnish one copy of such report to the Attorney 
General of Porto Kico, and one copy to the council of 
the town. Such accounts of moneys shall be always 
sworn to by the secretary as true and correct in all res- 
pects; but nothing herein contained shall prevent the 
payment of fines into the city treasury where the person 
fined wishes to make payments in such manner and where 
receipt is furnished to the secretary of the police court 
that the sum due has been so paid directly to the treasury. 

Section 9. — In all cases of arrest for violation of po- 
lice or municipal ordinances, the police judge, or if he be 
not immediately accessible, the secretary of the police 
court, or the officer exercising the function of chief police 
authority of the municipal district is authorized to, and 
if offered, must take bail in the form of a deposit of (10) 
ten dollars in money, or a written undertaking from some 
responsible person for double that amount, conditioned 
on appearance before the police court on the day follow- 
ing the arrest, and all persons giving such bail shall be 
immediately discharged from custody. All appearance 
bonds or deposits of money made in lieu thereof shall re- 
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main in the hands of the secretary", and upon the appear- 
ance of the defendant at the time specified, the police 
judge shall order the bond exonerated or the return of 
the deposit. 

Section 10,— The local police authority shall assign 
to the police court such police officer or officers as may be 
necessary for the serving of writ^^i summonses, and sub- 
poenas, or for any other purposes which the Attorney 
General may prescribe. Ii there are no nmnicipal police 
within the city or town, then the chief of the insular police 
may designate an insular policeman to perform such duties. 

Section 11, — In all cases of violations of |)olice ordin- 
ances where the punishment is a fine of over five dollars, 
or of imprisonment for any length of time, the defendant 
may appeal from the judgment of the police court to the 
district court any time within two days after judgment 
is rendered. 

Section 12, — An appeal is takc^n by the defendant by 
giving notice in open court of his intention so to do, at 
the time of the rendition of the judgment, and by filing 
with the justice within two days thereafter a written 
notice of appeal. 

Section 13.— When the appeal is from a judgment for 
fine, the defendant must within two days after the rendi- 
tion of the judgment file with the secretary of the district 
court an undertaking to the people of the town wherein 
the police court is sitting, with two sufficient sureties, to 
the amount of fine and costs, to the effect that the defen- 
dant will pay the same or such part thereof as the district 
court may direct, or if the appeal is dismissed, that judg- 
ment may be entered against such sureties in the district 
court. In all cases the undertaking must be approved by 
the police judge or tli(^ secretary of the court, or a judge 
of the district court. A deposit of money ecpuil to the 
amount required by such undertaking shall be taken as 
equivalent thereto. 

Section 14. — If on ap[)eal judgment is rendered against 
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defendant, or if the appeal is dismissed, the district court 
must also render a judgment against the sureties for the 
amount of fine and costs. 

Section 15. — When the appeal is from a judgment of 
imprisonment and any district judge is satisfied that there 
is reasonable doubt whether the judgment should stand, 
but not otherwise, the district court may take from the 
defendant a written undertaking in such sum not exceed- 
ing one hundred (100) dollars with such sureties as it 
may approve, or a deposit of money equal in amount, 
that the defendant will abide the judgment of the district 
court upon appeal and may thereupon order that he be 
discharged from imprisonment on service of the order 
upon the officer having him in custody, or if he be not in 
custody, that all proceedings on the judgment be stayed. 

Section 16.— If judgment of acquittal is given or 
judgment imposing a fine only, without imprisonment, 
for non-payment, and the defendant is not detained for 
any other legal cause, he must be discharged as soon as 
judgment is given, and if tl^e court certify in the minutes 
that the prosecution was malicious or without probable 
cause, it may order the prosecutor to pay the costs of the 
action or to give satisfactory security by a written im- 
dertaking with one or more sureties to pay the same with- 
in ten days after the trial. 

Section 17.— All undertakings must be filed with, and 
all money deposited in lieu thereof, shall remain in the 
custody of , the secretary of the court, who shall within five 
(5) days thereafter give notice to the Fiscal of the district 
court that such bond has been filed or such money de- 
posited, which notice shall give the name of the defendant 
and sureties, the offence for which the defendant was 
charged, and the amount of the bail given. 

Section 18. — Ah soon as the conditions of the under- 
takings provided for in sections 13 and 15, have been ful- 
filled pursuant to the judgment of the district court, the 
said court shall direct the exoneration of the bond, or 
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when a money deposit has been made in lieu thereof, shall 
direct the secretary to return the same to the party by 
whom it was deposited. 

Section 19. — ^AU laws and orders, or parts of laws or 
orders, in conflict with this law, be, and the same are 
hereby repealed. 

Section 20. — This act shall take effect on the first day 
of April, A. D. 1901. 

Approved, January 31st, 1901. 


(C. B. 5.) 

AN ACT TO PROVIDE REVENUE FOR THE PEOPLE OF P0RT4> 

RICO, AND FOK OTHER PURPOSES. 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of Porto Rico: 

TITLE I.— PROPERTY TAX. 

Section 1.— That there shall be levied and collected 
in Porto Rico for and during the fiscal year beginning the 
first day of July, nineteen hundred and one, and ending 
the thirtieth day of June, nineteen hundred and two, and 
in every succeeding fiscal year, unless otherwise provided 
by the Legislative Assembly of Porto Rico, a tax of one 
half per cent upon the value of all real and personal pro- 
perty, to be ascertained as hereinafter provided, for the 
purpose of providing insular revenue. 

Section 2. — All property, not expressly exempted, 
shall be subject to taxation as herein provided. For the 
purpose of taxation, real property shall include all lands 
and all buildings, and fixtures and machinery thereon and 
appurtenances thereto, including timber growing upon 
the land, and mines, minerals, and quarries in and under 
the land ; personal property shall include live-stock, money, 
credits, bonds, stocks, dues, franchises, concessions, and 
all other matters and things capable of private owner- 
ship and not included within the meaning of the term 
'*real property." 
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Section 8.— The following property shall be exempted 
from taxation : 

(a) Property of persons whose total property is 
assessed for less than one hundred dollars. 

(b) Property of the United States, and property 
exempted from taxation by the laws of the United States; 
property of the People of Porto Rico, except as provided 
in section 13 of this act ; property of any municipal dis- 
trict or other local division devoted entirely to public use. 

(c) The indebtedness owed by any taxable person, 
association or corporation, to the extent and in the man- 
der prescribed in sections 14 and 15 of this act. 

(d) Shares of capital or stock in institutions, cor- 
porations or companies organized under the laws of Porto 
Rico when the property of such corporations is exempt 
or when such shares are taxable to said institutions, cor- 
porations or companies themselves, to the extent and in 
the manner prescribed in section 72 of this act. 

(e) Every building used and set apart exclusively 
for religious worship, and the pews and furniture within 
the same ; every building used and set apart for educa- 
tional, literary, scientific and charitable purposes, and the 
furniture, appliances and apparatus appurtenant thereto ; 
and every tract of land, not exceeding five cuerdas in 
extent, upon which such building or buildings is or are 
situated ; provided that, such grounds and buildings are 
not leased or otherwise used with a view to the pecuniary 
profit either of the lessor or lessee. 

(f) Cemeteries, tombs, and the rights of burial, so 
long as the same shall be dedicated for the burial of the 
dead and no dividends or profits derived therefrom, ex- 
cept in the case of dividends or profits derived from ceme- 
teries owned by municipalities. 

(g) Fish in the possession of the fishermen by whom 
caught. 

(h) The growing crops and products of the land 
actually owned by and still in the hands , of the producer. 
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(i) The professional tools or working tools of me. 
chanics or artisans moved or worked exclusively by hand- 

(j) Household furniture, wearing apparel, and pro- 
visions and fuel kept for the use and consumption of the 
person to whom they belong. But nothing in this act 
contained shall be held to exempt agricultural machinery, 
or the furniture, utensils and provisions of hotels, restau- 
rants and eating houses except as provided for in the pre- 
ceding paragraphs. 

(k) All educational and professional books and pri- 
vate libraries. 

(1) All family pictures.. 

(m) Non interest bearing mortgage bonds and other 
obligations used exclusively a^ guarantees or securities 
for the proper performance of official duties; liens and 
censos the interest on which do not exceed five per cent 
per annum provided, the same are specially devoted to 
carry c^ut testamentary will applying them to charitable 
or educational purposes. 

Section 4. — For the purpose of directing and super- 
vising the assessment of property herein })rovided, the 
Governor shall appoint, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Executive Council a supervisor of assessment, 
who shall receive compensation at the rate of two hun- 
. dred and fifty dollars per month, together with the neces- 
sary travelling expenses incurred while engaged in the 
actual performance of his duties, and whose employment 
and compensation shall terminate upon the completion 
of the said assessment, and shall not, in any event, con- 
tiime later than the first day of October, nineteen hundred 
and one. The supervisor of assessment shall exercise his 
duties under the general control of the Treasurer, whose 
authority, in all things, shall be superior to that of the 
, supervisor of assessment. 

Section 5. — The supervisor of assessment shall divide 

» the Island into as many assessment divisions as may be 

found necessary, and shall appoint, with the approval of 
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the Treasurer, a division assessor for each of such di- 
visions. Each division assessor shall receive compensa- 
tion at the rate of four dollars per day and a per diem of 
two dollars in lieu of actual costs of subsistence (board 
and lodging), together with necessary travelling expenses 
other than subsistence (board and lodging), incurred 
while engaged in the actual discharge of his duties. 

Section 6.— It shall be the duty of the supervisor of 
assessment to procure the necessary books, blanks and 
stationery for the execution of this act, and to publish 
such instructions as may be necessary for the guidance of 
tax-payers and for the instruction of division assessors, 
district assessors and other officers in the performance of 
their duties as herein prescribed ; and to prepare full and 
complete schedules for the assessment of all kinds of pro- 
perty which are, or may be, subject to taxation under the 
laws of Porto Ilico, to which he may add such interroga- 
tories as he may deem proper for the purpose of securing 
a full disclosure of all such property. The supervisor of 
assessment shall send, or cause to be delivered, to each 
division assessor such number of said forms, schedules, in- 
structions and interrogatories as may be required for the 
full and complete assessment of property within said di- 
vision. It shall be the duty of each division assessor to 
exercise such general control over the assessment of pro- 
perty in his respective division and to perform, all and 
severally, such services in connection therewith as may be 
directed by the supervisor of assessment. 

Section 7. — It shall be the duty of the supervisor 
of assessment to divide the Island of Porto Rico into as 
many assessment districts as may be required for the 
proper execution of this act. The supervisor of assessment 
shall appoint, upon the recommendation of the division 
assessors and with the approval of the Treasurer, such 
number of district assessors as may be necessary. The 
employment of district assessors shall in no case be for a 
period longer than seventj^'-flve days. The name and re- 
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sidence of the assessor of each assessment district shall be 
published in the '' Official Gazette" and shall be posted at 
the alcaldia of the municipal district in which such assess- 
ment district may be located, and at such other suitable 
places as the division assessor may indicate. Each dis- 
trict assessor shall receive compensation at the rate of 
two dollars per day, together with necessary travelling 
expenses incurred while engaged in the actual discharge 
of his duties, provided that there shall be allowed, in lieu 
of cost of subsistence (board and lodging) while travel- 
ling, a per diem of one dollar. 

Section 8. — ^AU taxable property shall be valued and 
assessed at its actual market value, without looking to a 
forced sale, and in the manner specified in the assessment 
schedules. Personal property belonging to a resident of 
Porto Rico shall be assessed to said resident at his place 
of residence; but all real property, personal property 
belonging to non-residents, and personal property per- 
manently located in any assessment district shall be 
valued and assessed in the assessment district in which 
said property is located. 

Section 9. — Partners in mercantile or other business, 
whether residing in the same or different places, shall be 
jointly taxed, under their partnership name, in the place 
where their business is carried on, for all the personal 
property employed in such business, including ships, ves- 
sels, boats and lighters. If partners have places of busi- 
ness in two or more assessment districts, they shall be 
taxed in each of such places for the proportion of pro- 
perty employed therein. When so jointly taxed each 
partner shall be liable for the whole tax. 

Section 10. — Commission merchants, and all persons 
dealing and trading on commission, and assignees au- 
thorized to sell and persons having in their possession 
property belonging to another, subject to taxation in the 
assessment district where said property is found, shall, for 
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the purposes of taxation, be deemed the owners of the 
property in their possession. 

Section 11. — So much of the property of any manu- 
facturer, merchant or tradesman as may consist of stocks 
of material or merchandise shall be listed separately and 
assessed upon its average market value during the year 
next preceding the time of aMiessment; and the assessor 
may, in assessing such stocks, require such manufacturer, 
merchant or tradesman to produce the last inventory 
thereof, and if, in the judgment of the assessor, the same 
is not correct or if such time has elapsed since the inven- 
tory was taken that it shall have ceased to be reliable as 
to the value thereof, the assessor shall appraise the said 
stock by a personal examination. 

Section 12. — Each assessor shall, personally or by 
deput}^ furnish each taxable person in his assessment dis- 
trict one or more assessment schedules, each of which 
shall contain the name and i)ost office address of the as- 
sessor. The said schedule or schedules may be filled out 
either by the said taxable person at the time of presenta- 
tion or, at the request of said taxable person, by the as- 
sessor at such time; or the assessor may deliver such 
blank schedule or schedules to said taxable person, or 
anv adult member of his household or business establish- 
ment, and require said taxable person to return the same 
to him, properl^^ filled out, within a period not to exceed 
len days. And it shall be the duty of the said taxable 
person to make, upon said schedules, a complete return 
and full valuation of all the- real and personal property 
owned, held or possessed by him and liable to taxation 
as herein provided, and to return the same to said asses- 
sor within the period of time hereinbefore appointed. 
Every partnership concern, trustee, administrator, guar- 
dian, agent, and every person having any manner of title, 
either legal or equitable, or having })ossession of, holding 
or claiming in any manner, anything re(|uired to be re- 
turned in said form or schedule, shall be held subject to 
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the provisions of this act, and shall be required to make 
return upon said schedule as herein provided. Whenever 
property is owned, held or possessed by more than one 
person, as administrator, executor, trustee, or in any 
fiduciary or representative capacity, any one of them 
may make the oath required by section 17 of this act ; 
and every schedule of co-partnership property shall and 
be sworn to by at least one of the members of the 
partnership. 

Section 13. — Property in litigation, to which the 
People of Porto Rico is not a party, shall be assessed to 
the person in possession thereof. If such property be on 
deposit with any administrative, judicial or municipal 
official, it shall be assessed to such official, who shall dis- 
pose of a sufficient quantity thereof to pay the taxes 
thereon, unless the taxes thereon be paid by some person 
possessing, acquiring or claiming a right, interest or title 
therein, in which case, as to the amount paid, such pay- 
ment shall constitute in favor of such payor a prior lien 
on the property as against all claimants except the Peo- 
ple of Porto Rico. Property commonly reputed to belong 
to the People of Porto Rico, but which has not been re- 
corded in the name of the People of Porto Rico, shall be 
assessed in the name of the usufructuary thereof, if such 
there be, but such assessment shall not be held to impair 
the right, title or interest of the People of Porto Rico 
therein, and the taxes due thereon shall constitute a lien 
in favor of the People of Porto Rico against all other pro- 
perty of such usufructuary. If the owner or claimant of 
any property, not listed by another person, is unknown, 
the assessor shall value and assess that property, with h 
proper description thereof to '^ owner unknown," 

Section 14. — In listing and valuing property for the 
purpose of taxation, as herein provided, every taxable 
person is authorized to subtract from his listed credits 
the bills payable and other bona fide indebtedness o wing- 
by him ; provided that, such person shall give, if re- 
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quired, an itemized statement of such indebtedness, how 
secured, where registered, to whom owing, for what in- 
curred, the residence of such creditors and the amount 
due each. No such person shall be entitled to any de- 
duction on account of indebtedness not founded on actual 
consideration, nor on account of of any unpaid subscrip- 
tion to any institution, society, corporation or com- 
pany, nor on account of an^^ indebtedness contracted 
for the purchase of. United States bonds or other non- 
taxable property. The sslid deduction for indebted- 
ness shall in no case exceed the amount of credits 
listed, except in the case of mortgages, as provided in 
section 15 of this act, and if there be no credits listed 
there shall be no debts deducted, except as aforesaid. 
The respective assessors are hereby directed to strike out 
or disallow all such indebtedness as thev mav believe 
fraudulent, fictitious or otherwise invalid under the pro- 
visions of this act and, for their better information con- 
cerning the validity of such indebtedness, the assessors 
are hereby authorized and directed to demand and solicit, 
whenever in their judgment such demand and solicitation 
may be necessary, from registrars of property, the aforf>- 
said creditors and the assessors of the assessment district 
in which the aforesaid creditors may have been reported 
to reside, all necessary information and data concerning 
the validity of such indebtedness as the said registrars, 
creditors and assessors may possess. And said regis- 
trars, creditors and assessors shall answer all such ques- 
tions freely, truly, and without charge, under the pains 
and penalties provided in section 74 of this act. 

Se(!TION 15. — Every mortgage, censo, deed of trust, 
contract or other obligation by which a debt is secured, 
shall, for the pur|)oses of assessment and taxation, be 
deemed and treated as an interest in the property affected 
thereby. In case of debts so secured, the value of the 
property affected by such mortgage, censo, dc^ed of trust, 
contract or obligation, less the value of such security. 
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shall be assessed and taxed to the owner thereof in the 
municipal district or other local division in which the 
property is situated. But no tax shall be paid by the 
mortgagee or creditor upon any such security which by 
clear and unequivocal covenant contained therein is made 
payable by the mortgagor or debtor, but the same in 
such case shall be taxable to and paid by said mortgagor 
or debtor. The taxes so levied shall be a lien upon the 
property and security, and may be paid by either party 
to such security; but if paid by the owner of the pro- 
perty, said taxes shall constitute a payment upon the 
debt and, to the extent of such payment, a full discharge 
thereof. 

Section 16. — It shall be the duty of every person 
owning property liable to taxation under the laws of 
Porto Rico who has not received the schedule of assess- 
ment, as provided in section 12 of this act, to appear 
before the assessor in his assessment district, prior to the 
termination of the assessment within said district, and 
fill up said schedule and swear to the same, as hereinafter 
provided. And if such person fails to report, as aforesaid, 
to said assessor, the assessor shall, upon the best infor- 
mation he can obtain, value and assess the property of 
such person at its actual market value, and the wilful 
failure on the part of the owner of such property to make 
return thereof, as herein provided, shall be deemed a mis- 
demeanor punishable, upon conviction thereof, by a fine 
not exceeding one hundred dollars. 

Section 17. — Every person or persons liable to taxa- 
tion under this act shall, at the time of returning said list 
or schedule to said assessor, take or subscribe the foUow- 
oath : 

''I, , being duly sworn, say that, 

^'to the best of my knowledge, information and belief 
^'the foregoing sta.tement contains a full, true and com- 
^'plete list of all property held or belonging to me (or 
''to me as a partner, or in my possession as trustee, 
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''administrator, guardian, committee of a lunatic or 
'* agent), and that all such property has been fully and 
''fairly described and its true condition and value re- 
' ' presented ; that I have in no case sought to mislead 
"said assessor as to the quantity or quality of said 
"property, and that the deductions claimed from 
" credits are bona fide debts for a consideration received 
" and do not consist, in any part, of fictitious debts, or 
"unpaid subscriptions to any institution, society, cor- 
" poration or company ; that I have not, directly or in- 
" directly, converted or exchanged any of my property 
"temporarily for the purpose of evading the assessment 
'^thereof for taxation into non-taxable property or 
" securities of any kind. 

"Subscribed and sworn before me, this day 

"of 1901. 

Assessor. ' ' 
Section 18. — If any person shall fail or refuse to list 
or report any bonds, notes, censos, claims or other evi- 
dences of debt which are subject to assessment and tax- 
ation under the provisions of this act, the same shall not 
be recoverable by action at law or suit in equity before 
any of the courts of this Island until they have been pro- 
perly listed and the taxes and penalties provided in this 
act paid thereon. 

Section 19. — It shall be the duty of each assessor, 
upon the return to him of the said assessment schedules, 
t(^ examine each item carefully and to settle and deter- 
mine the value of the same, assessing each at its actual 
market value without looking to a forced sale. If the 
assessor increase the valuation of any item as made by 
the owner or other person listing the same, he shall serve 
a written or printed notice of such increase upon said 
person, either personally or by leaving the notice at the 
residence of said person, or upon the premises the assess- 
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ment of which has been so increased, and unless said 
person, or an authorized agent of said person, shall ap- 
peal from such assessment to the proper board of review, 
such assessment shall be final and binding. 

Section 20. — Whenever the said assessors, prior to 
the filing of their returns with the boards of review, shall 
discover or receive credible information that any real or 
personal property has been omitted in their respective 
districts, or that such property has not been properly 
assessed, they shall proceed forthwith to correct the 
schedules and add such property thereto. 

Section 21. — If any person so required has failed to 
fill out and return the assessment schedule within the 
period of ten days after the delivery of the same, it shall 
be the duty of the assessor to proceed at once to assess 
and value all the property of said person, taxable in his 
assessment district, at its actual market value, and the 
wilful failure of such person to make the return as herein 
required shall be deemed a misdemeanor, punishable, upon 
conviction thereof, by a fine not exceeding one hundred 
dollars. 

Section 22. — In listing or valuing the property of 
persons who have made no return of the same, as pro- 
vided in sections 16 and 21, the assessor is authorized to 
examine, under oath or affirmation, any person who he 
may believe has knowledge of the amount and value of 
said property ; but for the taking or administering of 
said oath or affirmation no charge shall be made. 

Section 23. — The several assessor s are herebj^ author- 
ized to administer the required oath or affirmation to 
any person or persons listing and valuing their property 
as described by section 17 preceding, for the taking of 
which oath or affirmation no charge shall be made. Any 
assessor who shall make any charge for administering 
such oath or affirmation, shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, be punished 
by a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars. 
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Section 24.— Upon the completion of the assessment 
of property as herein provided, each district assessor 
shall promptly transmit the completed schedules to the 
division assessor of the division within which the district 
is located, who shall examine and arrange snch schedules 
and deliver them thereafter to the proper board of review 
as provided in section 26 of this act. 

Section 25. — For the purpose of revising the assess- 
ment of property herein provided, the supervisor of assess- 
ment shall divide the Island of Porto Kico into as many 
review districts as may be necessary, and he shall desig- 
nate not less than three assessors within each of said 
review districts to sit as a board of review for the proper 
revision of the assessment of property within said review 
district, and who shall receive the same compensation as 
is provided herein for such assessors. And he shall cause 
to be published and posted, in the manner prescribed in 
section 7 of this act, notices of the time and place at 
which a board of review will sit for the decision of appeals 
and the revision of the assessment. 

Section 26. — It shall be the dutv of the several boards 
of review to assemble at the respective places assigned 
to them by the supervisor of assessment. The said 
boards of review shall sit daily, Sundays excepted, from 
half past eight o'clock a. m., to twelve o'clock m., and from 
half past one o'clock p. m., to five o'clock p. m., and shall 
continue in session for not more than fifteen days. A 
majority of the members of any board of review shall be 
competent to exercise all of the powers of said board, and 
the supervisor of assessment shall designate one member 
of each of such boards to act as its chairman, to whom 
shall be transmitted all books, documents, assessment 
schedules, and all other things requisite for the work of 
the board. 

Section 27. — ^Any person aggrieved by the valuation 
placed upon his property by an assessor may within ten 
days of the first sitting of the board of review within 
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whose jurisdiction said property has been assessed, make 
oral or written appeal to said board of review and the 
said board shall have power to hear and decide the ap- 
peal. Each of the said boards shall have power to abate, 
lessen or increase the valuation made in any schedule 
returned to them, whether any complaint has been made 
in relation thereto or not; provided, however, that no 
increase shall be made in the valuation of the property of 
any person unless such person shall have been given at 
least five days notice of the intention to make such increase, 
in the manner provided bj^ section 19 of this act. Each of 
said boards shall also value to the owner thereof, pro- 
perty which has been omitted to be valued by the asses- 
sor of the assessment district within which it is taxable. 

Section 28. — Each of said boards shall fully inform 
persons or owners resident within their respective juris- 
dictions who may apply to them, as to the property 
valued to such persons and owners and as to the amount 
at which said property has been valued ; and shall have 
j)ower and authority to examine, under oath or affirma- 
tion, any assessor or any person or persons who may feel 
themselves aggrieved by any valuation made by or re- 
turned to said boards touching the particular value of 
any property belonging to said person or persons. 

Section 29. — Every appeal decided by any board of 
review, and every valuation increased b^^ said board, 
shall be recorded in a book provided by the supervisor of 
assessment for such purpose, together with the date upon 
which such decision was made or such increase recorded, 
and the appellant or owner of the property whose valua- 
tion has been increased shall be notified of the same, in 
writing. Unless said appellant or owner shall, within 
twenty days of the posting or giving of such notice, enter 
a protest with the insular board of appeals, as provided 
in section 82 hereinafter, in writing, by himself or by 
agent, such decision or valuation of the said board of 
review shall be final and binding. 
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Section 30. — Upon the completion of the work of re- 
vision, each board of review shall return to the super- 
visor of assessment the corrected schedules, arranged, 
annotated and indexed in such manner as the supervisor 
of assessment may have directed, together with such 
books, papers and stationery as such board may have 
used in its work of revision. 

Section 31. — ^The Executive Council shall act as a 
board of appeal, to decide all appeals from persons ag- 
grieved by the decisions of the boards of review. 

Section 32. — ^The session of the said board of appeal 
shall not exceed thirty days. The said board shall insti- 
tute a thorough examination of the assessment schedules 
returned by the several boards of review, shall hear and 
decide the appeals to it of persons aggrieved by the de- 
cisions and valuations of the several boards of review, 
provided such appeals shall be made within twenty days 
from the first sitting held by the Executive Council for 
that purpose ; shall adjust assessments, by raising or low- 
ering the assessment of any person, partner, company, 
corporation or association, and shall add to the assess- 
ment schedules or books any taxable property not in- 
cluded therein ; provided, however, that the valuation of 
the property of no person shall be increased unless such 
person shall have been given at least ten days notice of 
the intention to make such increase. The notices directed 
to be given in sections 29 and 32 of this act may be sent 
by mail to the post office address of the person, partner- 
ship, corporation or association whose assessment is 
raised and shall be published in the official paper. 
The clerk of the said board of appeal who shall be 
the clerk of the Executive Council or board of review, as 
the case may be, shall enter upon the records of said 
board of appeal or board of review, a statement that 
such notice has been given or posted, which entry shall be 
conclusive evidence of the giving or posting of the notice 
required. 
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Section 33. — Any person aggrieved by the action of 
any board of review, in relation to the valuation and 
assessment of his property, may make, within the limit 
provided in section 32, written complaint thereof to the 
board of appeal, which complaint shall consist of a speci- 
fic statement of the particular errors complained of, with 
such facts as may lead to their correction. The said 
board of appeal shall hear the appeal and determine anew 
any questions arising before the board which relate to 
the liability of the property to assessment, or to the 
amount thereof, and, upon recording such determination, 
shall correct the assessment books or schedules in ac- 
cordance with their decision, or shall order such correc- 
tion to be made by the Treasurer if said books or sche* 
dules be in his possesion. In executing the duties imposed 
upon it by this act, the board of appeal may examine, on 
oath or affirmation, any person or persons who may 
have knowledge of or information concerning the value of 
property taxable under this act, and any member of said 
board may administer the oath or affirmation. 

Section 34. — Upon the completion of the work of re* 
vision and examination, the clerk of the Executive Coun- 
cil shall endorse and sign upon each assessment book a 
statement to the effect that the same is the assessment 
book for the district to which it relates and said assess- 
ment book shall, when so endorsed, be conclusively pre- 
sumed by all courts and tribunals to be valid and shall 
not be changed or set aside except as provided in section 
77 hereinafter. 

Section 35.— The said board of appeal shall deliver to 
the Treasurer all the books, schedules, records and papers 
which may have been received or used by said board in its 
work of correction and revision. During the progress of 
said work of correction and revision, the Treasurer shall 
furnish said board with the clerical assistance, books, and 
stationery necessary for the proper execution of the duties 
of said board. 


58 REVENUE LAW. 

Section 36. — Immediately upon the receipt of the as- 
Hessment schedules from the board of appeal, the Treasurer 
shall proceed to verify said schedules and such verifi- 
cation may, with the consent of said board of appeal, be 
conducted simultaneously with the examination required 
by section 32 of this act. When the said schedules have 
been examined, verified, corrected and revised, as herein- 
before provided, the Treasurer shall cause said schedules 
to be securely bound in book form, with appropriate titles 
and indices, if necessary. No such book shall contain the 
schedules of more than one assessment district and, when 
endorsed and signed by the clerk of the Executive Council, 
said bound schedules shall constitute the assessment 
book of the district to which it relates, in accordance with 
which the tax provided by section 1, of this act, shall be 
levied and collected. 

Section 37.— The Treasurer shall comjjute, upon the 
assessed valuation of the property of each person as re- 
corded in the assessment books, the amount of insular 
taxes owing by such person, and the said amount shall 
be entered, with sufficient particular! zation and descrip- 
tion of the persons and property taxed, upon suitable 
books of record. The Treasurer, shall deliver in due time 
to the respective collectors, such tax receipts or tax rolls 
as may be necessary and charge said collectors there- 
with. The possession of such tax receipts or tax rolls 
for the taxes due upon any property shall be sufficient 
warrant, on the part of any collector or deputy collector, 
for the collection of said taxes and for the seizure and 
sale of said property, in the manner hereinafter provided, 
if said taxes be not paid within the period of time pro- 
vided in section 39 of this act. 

Section 38. — For the collection of taxes imposed by 
this act, and for such other duties as may be prescribed^ 
the Treasurer is authorized and directed to create such 
number of collection districts, not to exceed nine in all, 
as may be necessary for said purposes ; and to appoint. 
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for each of said collection districts, one collector at an 
annual salary not exceeding eighteen hundred dollars, 
who shall give bond to the Treasurer, for the benefit of the 
People of Porto Rico, in such amount as the Treasurer 
may fix, said bonds to be approved, as to the form and ex- 
ecution, by the Auditor and, as to sufficiency of surety by 
the Treasurer ; provided that, said bonds shall be given 
to cover the liability of such collectors for all revenues and 
moneys collected and received and for moneys advanced 
to them from appropriations to pay the salaries and ex- 
penses of their respective offices, and provided, further, 
that from and after April 1, nineteen hundred and one, 
the salaries and expenses of the insular courts outside of 
San Juan, which are now paid by the respective collectors 
of internal revenue, shall be paid by the disbursing officer 
of the department of justice, subject to the approval of 
the Attorney General. The Treasurer shall appoint such 
additional force of deputy collectors, not to exceed 
twenty-seven in all, as may be required for the proper 
execution of this act. Each deputy collector shall receive 
an annual salary not exceeding twelve hundred dollars, 
and shall enter into bond to the Treasurer in like manner 
as herein provided for the bonds of collectors. 

Section 89. — The taxes imposed by section 1 of this 
act shall be payable semi-annually in advance, upon the 
first day of July and January of each year. Such taxes 
shall become delinquent if not paid within sixty days after 
the date on which the same become due, and the collectors 
and deputy collectors shall collect upon all such delin- 
(juent taxes an additional sum of one per cent of the 
amount thereof for each month, or fraction thereof, for 
which said taxes are so delinquent. 

Section 40. — No demand for taxes shall be necessary 
but it shall be the duty of every person subject to taxa- 
tion to attend at the office of the proper collector or de- 
puty collector and pay his taxes in full, for which purposes 
notices shall be posted in the most frequented public 
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places of the towns and barrios on the first day of the 
month that the said semi-annual tax is to be collected. 
Taxes shall be received at the office of such collector or 
deputy collector on all days, from 8 a. m. to 11 a. m., 
and from 1 p. m. to 5 p. m., except Sundays and legal 
holidays. Each collector is authorized and directed to 
designate as many sub-collection agencies or ofiices aB 
may be necessary, and to designate the time at which he 
or his deputy will be present at such agencies or ofiices to 
receive taxes. 

Section 41. — In settlement of the estates of bankrupts 
and decedents, the taxes owing by such estates shall be 
preferred before all other debts. No executor or adminis- 
trator of the estate of a decendent shall divide or distri- 
bute such estate until all the taxes due thereon are paid, 
and no registrar shall record any instrument of award or 
partition of the property of any decedent upon which the 
current taxes have not been paid.; and administrators, 
executors or registrars of property violating this section 
shall be liable to the People of Porto Rico for all taxes not 
collected because of such violation. It shall be the duty of 
the receiver or other assignee of the estate of any bankrupt 
or insolvent person to pay out of the estate of such bank- 
rupt or insolvent person all taxes due therefrom to the 
extent of the value of said estate. No bankrupt shall be 
discharged and no assignee shall receive any discharge, 
compensation or commission until said taxes shall have 
been so paid. 

Section 42. — Taxes upon real propertj^ shall consti- 
tute the first lien thereon and shall be prior to all other 
liens whatsoever on said property, whether the said liens 
attach before or after the lien of said taxes. Taxes upon 
personal property shall be a lien upon the real and per- 
sonal property of the owner as soon as they become due. 
Every notice of attachment for delinquent taxes shall 
have the effect of a judgment against the property of the 
delinquent attached, and every lien herein created shall 
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have the force and effect of an execution duly levied. 

Section 43. — Any person having a lien upon property 
may pay the taxes thereon at any time after said taxes 
have become delinquent, and the same shall be added to 
his or her lien and be recovered with the rate of interest 
borne by the lien. A tenant or lessee of real property 
may pay the taxes thereon at any time after the same 
may have become delinquent and may deduct the same 
from his rent. 

Section 44.— Within thirty days after the date at 
which taxes shall become delinquent, each collector shall 
prepare a list of delinquent tax payers within his district 
and shall send a cop,y of such list to the Treasurer and 
another list to the municipal authority of the town which 
authority shall cause the said list to be posted in the barrios 
of his district. The said collector shall also publish and post 
in the form and place provided for by section 40 of this act, 
the assessment of each delinquent tax payer and the 
amount of taxes due thereon, and shall append to such 
list a notice stating that, unless said delinquent taxes to- 
gether with the interest provided for by section 39 are 
paid within a period of twenty days from the date of said 
notice, the property of Said tax payer will be attached 
and sold in the manner hereinafter provided. 

Section 45. — If any person neglects or refuses to 
pay his or her taxes within the period prescribed in 
section 44 of this act, the collector shall, after the written 
consent of the Treasurer shall have been obtained, pro- 
ceed to collect the same by the attachment and sale of 
the property of such debtor, in the manner hereinafter 
provided. 

Section 46. — Immediately upon the receipt of the 
written consent of the Treasurer, the collector or his de- 
puty shall make out a written notice of attachment of 
the property of the delinquent taxpayer, which notice 
shall contain the amount of delinquent taxes and the in- 
terest provided for by section 39. The said attachment 
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shall be enforcible as soon as notice thereof shall have 
been served^ by leaving a copy thereof with the debtor 
himself or any member of his family or attendants of legal 
age, and record of such service shall be noted down by the 
collector for subsequent action. When the collector or 
his deputy fails to find any member of said debtor's family 
or attendants, he shall call in two neighbors as witnesses 
of service of the notice of attachment, and he shall leave 
said notice in the hands of said witnesses, or if no wit- 
nesses be found willing to receive the notice the same shall 
be posted or attached to the goods, chattels or other 
property of the said debtor, whereupon the notice shall 
be considered as having been served upon the debtor. If 
at the expiration of ten days after the service of such no- 
tice, the said taxes and extra charge provided for by sec- 
tion 39 shall not have been paid, the collector or deputy 
collector shall proceed to execute the attachment and sell 
the personal property of said debtor, or so much of the 
same as may be strictly necessary, to pay the said taxes, 
penalties and cost. In executing said attachment, the 
collector or his deputy is hereby authorized, if necessary, 
to enter the house of said debtor with the consent of said 
debtor, and if the said consent is not given then a judicial 
order shall be presented to enter the house of said debtor. 
If any such debtor shall offer any resistance to any collec- 
tor, after the presentation of said order from the Court he 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction 
thereof, shall be sentenced to imprisonment not exceeding- 
one year or to pay a fine of three hundred dollars. In the 
event of such resistance, the local authorities or the 
agents thereof shall lend the collector all the assistance 
required for the i)roper execution of the duties of the col- 
lector as provided by this act. 

Section 47. — Sale of personal propertj^ for the pay- 
ment of taxes shall be by public auction and strictly of a 
sufficient amount to pay all taxes, penalties and costs, 
but the following personal property shall be exempt from 
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sale for the payment of taxes : tools and utensils of mec- 
hanics and artisans worked exchisively by hand ; cattle, 
not exceeding two in number intended exclusively for 
ploughing or carting products of the soil cultivated ty 
the debtor, or two work horses, or one only of the follow- 
ing animals : — milch cow, horse, mare, mule or donkey, 
and household furniture as follows : — beds, dining tables, 
chairs and kitchen utensils actually in use by the family. 

Section 48. — On payment of the price bid for any 
personal property sold, the delivery thereof, with a bill of 
sale, shall vest the title thereof in the purchaser. All ex- 
cesses over the taxes, penalties and costs realized from 
8uch sale shall be returned by the collector or his de])uty 
to the owner of the property sold, his heirs or assigns. 
The collector shall report to the Treasurer the full amount 
realized on every sale upon attachment, and the disposi- 
tion of the proceeds thereof . The unsold portion of any 
such personal property shall be left at the place of sale at 
the risk of the owner. 

Section 49.— If the personal property of any delin- 
quent taxpayer shall be insufficient to pay the taxes, pen- 
alties and costs owing by him to the People of Porto 
Rico, or if he shall have no personal property subject to 
attachment and sale, the collector of the district within 
which such taxpayer resides shall notify the Treasurer of 
such facts, and any time after the receipt of such notifica- 
tion the treasurer shall order the collector to attach and 
sell enough of the real j)roperty of such delinquent tax- 
payer to pay said taxes, penalties and costs. 

Section 50. — Immediately upon the receipt of said 
order of attachment, the collector shall affix thereto a 
certificate describing the property attached, and shall 
cause the said order and certificate to be recorded in the 
proper registry of deeds. The aforesaid certificate shall 
contain the following particulars : the name of the delin- 
quent taxpayer, if known, the assessed value of his pro- 
perty, and the amount of taxes, penalties and costs due 
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thereon ; the quality and description of the piece or pieces 
of property attached, the situation thereof, and the ap- 
proximate area and boundaries thereof ; that the attach- 
ment is to hold good in favor of the People of Porto Rico. 

Section 51. — It shall be the duty of every registrar 
of property, immediately upon the receipt of any such 
order of attachment and certificate, to properly record 
and return the same to the proper collector with the en- 
dorsement of the registrar of property thereon showing: 
that the attachment has been duly recorded. No fee shall 
be charged by any registrar for such service, nor shall the 
tax provided in schedule C, of section 79 of this act be 
imposed. 

Section 52, — Upon the return of said order and certi- 
ficate, the collector or his deputy shall serve notice upon 
the owner of said propert^^ in the manner prescribed in 
section 46 of this act, that if all the taxes, penalties and 
costs owing by said owner are not paid within the period 
hereinafter prescribed for advertising the sale of said pro- 
perty, the same will be sold at public auction. The said 
advertisement shall be for a period of twenty days in the 
''Oflflcial Gazette" and, when practicable, in any other 
newspaper published in the local district in which said 
property is located, and notices to a similar effect shall 
also be posted and the cost of such advertising and post- 
ing shall be collected as a part of the costs of sale and 
paid to the Treasurer. Thecollector shall preserve copies 
of such notice and paper in which said advertisement a])- 
peared, and the same shall he prima facie evidence of the 
proper anvertisement of such sale. 

Section 53. — ^The timeand place at which said auction 
sale shall take place shall be plainly stated in the said 
notice of advertisement, and may, in the discretion 
of the collector, be at the office of the collector, or at 
the office of the de[)uty collector of the local district in 
which the said proj)erty is situated. At the expiration 
of the twenty days aforesaid, or as soon thereafter aK 
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may be practicable, the said property shall be sold by the 
collector at public auction to the highest bidder, but no 
bid shall be accepted for a less amount than the taxes 
upon said property, together with all costs and penalties 
thereon, and unless accompanied by a cash deposit of ten 
per cent of the amount bid, which shall be forfeited in the 
event of failure on the part of the purchaser to pay the 
balance of the purchase money upon delivery by the col» 
lector of the certificate of purchase, and such delivery 
shall be made within ten days from the date of sale. 

Sectiojst 54. — The collector may continue the sale from 
day to day, if in his opinion such continuation is neces- 
sary, and for good and sufficient cause may adjourn the 
sale for a period not exceeding sixty daj^s, of which due 
notice shall be given by advertisement, in the manner 
provided in section 52 of this act. 

Section 55. — If any collector or deputy collector shall 
sell or assist in selling any real or personal property, 
knowing it to be exempt from taxation or knowing that 
the taxes for which it is sold have been paid, or shall 
knowingly and wilfully sell or assist in selling any real or 
personal property for taxes to defraud the owner thereof, or 
shall in any manner restrain bidders, or shall knowingly or 
AvilfuUy issue a certificate of purchase of real property so 
sold, he shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and, 
upon conviction thereof, be fined in a sum not less than 
one thousand dollars, or imprisoned not exceeding one 
year, or both, at the discretion of the court ; and shall be 
liable to pay the injured party all damages sustained by 
him on account thereof, and all such sales shall be void. 

Section 56. — If any collector or deputy collector shall, 
directly or indirectly, purchase any part of any real or 
personal property sold for the non-payment of taxes, he 
and his sureties shall be liable on his official bond for all 
damages sustained by the owner of such property, and 
all such sales shall be void. In addition thereto, the of- 
ficer so offending shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
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and shall, upon conviction thereof, be fined in a sum not' 
exceeding one thousand dollars. 

Section 57. — ^The collector shall prepare, sign and 
deliver to the purchaser of any real property sold for non- 
payment of taxes a certificate of purchase which shall con- 
tain the name and residence of said purchaser, the date of 
the sale of said real property, the amount for which it is 
sold, a statement that said amount has been paid by the 
purchaser, the amount of taxes, penalties and cost and 
such description of the property as is required by section 
50 of this act. 

Section 58. — The owner of any real property sold for 
taxes, his heirs or assigns or duly authorized agents, may 
redeem the same within ninety days of the issue of the 
certificate of purchase by payment to the purchaser, his 
heirs or assigns, of the full amount of the purchase 
money, with annual interest thereon at the rate of fifteen 
per cent, together with all cost incurred and taxes due. 
Upon the payment of such amounts, the redemptioner 
shall be entitled to receive from the purchaser, his heirs 
or assigns, the said certificate of purchase. The receipt 
of the said redemption money by any such purchaser, his 
heirs or assigns, shall operate as a release of all claims or 
title to the real property held under or by virtue of any 
such sale for non-payment of taxes. 

Section 59. — If the aforesaid purchaser, his heirs or 
assigns, refuse to accept the tender of redemption money 
so made, the person so tendering the same shall repeat 
the tender in the presence of at least two witnesses, and if 
the tender be again refused, the said person and witnesses 
shall make oath, before the registrar of property who re- 
corded the certificate of attachment, that due tender of 
the laA^^ul amount of redemption money has been made 
and refused. Whereupon the registrar shall compute 
from the proj^er records the lawful amount of redemption 
money due, in accordance with the provisions of this a<3t, 
and upon receipt of the same, shall issue to the redemp- 
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tioiier a certificate of redemption. The payment of such 
redemption money to said registrar shall restore to said 
former owner, his heirs or assigns, all the right, title, in- 
terest and estate in and to said real property, held by 
said former owner before the sale for non-payment of 
taxes. 

Section 60. — Upon the receipt of such redemption 
money, in the manner aforesaid, the registrar shall notify 
the purchaser, his heirs or assigns, of the payment of such 
money, and shall hold the same subject to the order of 
said purchaser, his heirs or assigns. Such notification 
may be sent by registered mail to the last residence of 
such purchaser, his heirs or assigns, as specified in the 
certificate of purchase. For his services in the proceed- 
ings aforesaid, the registrar shall be entitled to retain 
from said redemption money a fee of thre^^ dollars. 

Section 61. — After the expiration of ninety days from 
the date of the sale of any real property for taxes, the 
the registrar of property of the district within which such 
sale has taken place shall, upon payment of a fee of two 
dollars, execute, record and deliver to the person to 
whom the certificate of purchase therefor has been issued 
or assigned, a deed to such rear property then unredeem- 
ed ; and such deed shall convey to and vest in the grantee 
all the right, title, interest and estate of the person whose 
real property has been so sold, and such deed shall be 
prima facie evidence of the facts recited therein in any 
controversy, proceeding or suit involving or concerning 
the rights of the purchaser, his heirs or assigns, to the 
property thereby conveyed. 

Section 62. — Every piece of real property offered at 
public sale for the non-payment of taxes, and not sold 
for want of bids sufficient to cover all taxes, penalties 
and cost thereon, may be purchased by the collector in 
the name of the People of Porto Rico at any sale after 
the first offering of such property at public auction. The 
collector shall make a public bid for such property, not 
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to exceed the amount of said taxes, penalties and costs, 
and if no higher bid be offered the collector shall make 
out and cause to be recorded a certificate of purchase to 
the People of Porto Rico, which shall be subject to re- 
demption and which shall vest in the People of Porto 
Rico the same right, title, interest and estate in the pro- 
perty so purchased as if executed in favor of a private 
individual. And if such property be not redeemed within 
ninety days from the date of s£ile, the registrar of pro- 
perty of the district in which such sale has taken place 
shall execute and record a deed to the People of Porto 
Rico, in like manner as a deed to an individual provided 
in section 61, and shall at once transmit such deed to the 
Treasurer to be registered and filed in his office. No fee 
shall be charged by registrars for the services required in 
this section, nor shall the tax provided in schedule C, of 
section 79, be imposed. 

Section iV^.— {Paragraph 1). Every corporation, 
joint stock or limited liability company or association 
heretofore chartered or incorporated under the laws df 
Porto Rico and every such association, corporation or 
company hereafter chartered or incorporated in Porto 
Rico and before proceeding to transact business shall 
within thirty dayn from the passage of this act file, with 
the Treasurer thereof, an authenticated copy of its char- 
ter or articles of incorporation, together with a state- 
ment, verified by the oath of the president of such cor- 
poration and attested by a majority of its administra- 
tion or board of directors, stating the name or title of 
such corporation, its domicile, the kind of business en- 
gaged in, the branches which may have been established, 
and the commercial registry in which the articles of asso- 
ciation or incorporation have been recorded. 

( Paragraph 2) . It shall be unlawful for any corpora- 
tion, joint stock or limited liability company or associa- 
tion not incorporated under the laws of Porto Rico to do 
business therein until such corporation, company or as- 
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Hociation shall have secured from the Treasurer of Porto 
Rico a formal license to transact business therein ; and 
no such license shall be issued by said Treasurer until 
such corporation, company or association shall have 
paid the license fee hereinafter specified and shall have de- 
posited with said Treasurer a certificate under seal from 
the Secretary of Porto Rico showing that it has filed in 
the office of the Secretary an authentic copy of its char- 
ter and the statement and certificate of consent required 
by law. 

{Paragraph 3). It shall be the duty of such corpor- 
ations, companies or associations to renew their licenses 
annually, on or before the first day of July, of each year, 
including the first day of July, nineteen hundred and one ; 
but no such renewal shall be issued bv the Treasurer until 
such companies, corporations or associations shall have 
respectively paid the license fee hereinafter specified. 

{Paragraph 4). For the issue and renewal of every 
license issued under the pro visions of this section, the sum- 
of twenty-five dollars shall be paid into the treasury of 
Porto Rico. 

{Paragraph 5). The provisions of this section shall 
not take effect upon such foreign corporations, companies 
and associations as have heretofore engaged in business 
or made contracts in Porto Rico, until ninety days from 
the date of approval of this act. Foreign insurance and 
other companies which have filed tlieir charters and taken 
out certificates in accordance with general orders, num- 
ber ninety-four, series of nineteen hundred, of the late 
military government of Porto Rico, shall not be required 
to take out the license required by paragraph two of this 
section, but nothing herein contained shall be construed 
to exempt such companies from the duty of renewing 
their licenses or certificates, on or before the first day of 
July, of each year. During the aforesaid period of ninety 
days, such companies as may have filed their charters, in 
accordance with the said general orders, shall continue 
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to be subject to the provisions and requirements of said 
orders, but upon the termination of said period of ninety 
days, such companies shall be governed by the provisions 
of this act, which shall also regulate and govern such 
surety, insurance, or building and loan companies as 
have not heretofore done business in Porto Rico but 
which may engage in the same subsequent to the passage 
of this act. 

{Paragraph 6). The Treasurer shall report all vio- 
lations of this section to the prosecuting attorney of the 
proper court, who shall at once proceed to prosecute the 
corporation, company, association, officer or agent so 
violating the same ; and, upon conviction thereof, such 
company, its officers or agents, shall forfeit to the People 
of Porto Rico the sum of four hundred dollars for any 
such violation. 

Section 64=.— {Paragraph 1). It shall be the duty of 
the Treasurer of Porto Rico to examine periodically the 
condition and financial standing of every bank, insur- 
ance, surety or building and loan company, and of every 
quasi-public coiporation doing business in Porto Rico ; 
and the officers and agents of every such bank, company 
or corporation shall, at their own expense, facilitate said 
examination and cause their books, moneys and securi- 
ties to be opened or shown for inspection whenever the 
Treasurer shall require. The Treasurer shall have power 
to examine, under oath, the officers or agents of any such 
bank, cori)oration or company relative to the business of 
such company, and to administer to such officers or 
agents an oath for such purpose. 

{Paragraph 2). Whenever any suretj'', insurance or 
building and loan company, bank or quasi-public cor- 
poration doing business in Porto Rico shall refuse to 
comply with any of the foregoing provisions, or whenever 
the Treasurer shall be of the opinion that the assets of 
such bank, company or corporation are insufficient to 
justify its continuance in business, or that its condition is 
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unsound, said Treasurer shall forthwith revoke the license 
granted said companj^ and shall cause a notification 
thereof to be published in the ^^ Official Gazette," and in 
such other newspapers of the Island as he may dt^eni ad- 
visable ; and such company, its officers and agents shall 
be, after such notice, required to discontinue the transac- 
tion of new business or the renewal of any bond, policy, 
certificate or similar obligation previously issued. And 
every such bank, company or corporation violating the 
provisions of this section shall be subject to all the pains 
and penalties imposed for the violation of section 68 of 
this act: Provided that before the revocation of such 
license the Treasurer shall immediately lay the facts in 
the case, with his recommendation thereon, before the 
Executive Council, and the Executive Council shall ap- 
prove or disapprove of such revocation, and no publica- 
tion of such revocation shall be had until the Executive 
Council has acted thereon as herein provided. 

{Paragraph 5). The Treasurer of Porto Rioo is here- 
by authorized to return the cedula bonds or other securi- 
ties heretofore deposited hy insurance companies doing 
business in Porto Rico, in accordance with the provisions 
of Article 7, Budgetary Law of Porto Rico of 1894-1895. 

Section 65. {Paragraph 1). Every surety, insur- 
ance or building and loan company not incorporated un- 
der the laws of Porto Rico but doing business therein 
shall pay, as a franchise tax, in addition to the regular 
insular and other taxes upon their real and personal pro- 
perty and such special stamp taxes as are herein after pro- 
vided, an annual tax of three per centum upon the gross 
amount of all premiums or dues collected in Porto Rico, 
to be paid semi-annually at the time of rendering the 
semi-annual statement herein required. Upon the first 
day of eTanuary, and upon the first day of July, of each 
year, the said companies shall render to the Treasurer of 
Porto Rico, in such form as he may require, full and com- 
plete statements of their receipts and business transac- 
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tions. But nothing in this section shall be construed to 
absolve such companies from the duty of rendering the 
monthly statement now required. 

Paragraph 2. Every 8uret3% insurance, or building 
and loan company doing business in Porto Rico shall pay 
the following special stamp taxes, by the affixture of in- 
ternal revenue stamps under such regulations as may 
hereafter be prescribed by the Treasurer. For each bond 
or obligation of the nature of indemnity for loss, damage 
or liability, and each bond, undertaking or recognizance 
conditioned for the performance of the duties of any ofiice 
or position, issued or executed, or renewed by any surety 
company, on the amount of premium charged, one-half of 
one cent on each one dollar or fractional part thereof. 
For each policy of insurance or other instrument, by 
whatsoever name the same shall be called, whereby any 
insurance shall be made upon any life or lives, eight cents 
on each one hundred dollars, or fractional part thereof, 
of the amount insured. For each policy of insurance, or 
other instrument, by whatsoever name the same shall be 
called, by which insurance shall be made or renewed upon 
property of any description (including rents or profits), 
whether against peril by sea or on inland waters, or by 
fire or lightning, or other peril, one-half of one cent on 
each one dollar or the fractional part of the amount of 
premium charged. 

{Paragraph 3), Any agent, officer or representative 
violating any of the provisions of this section shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, 
shall be punished by a fine of not less than two hundred 
nor more than five hundred dollars. 

Section 66. The real property and all interests in or 
debts secured by real property of institutions, corpora- 
tions and companies incorporated under the laws of Porto 
Rico shall be assessed and taxed in the assessment district 
in which said real property is situate; provided, however, 
that, for the purposes of taxation, the real property of 
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railroad and railway companies whose lines touch or ex- 
tend through more than one municipal district or local 
division shall not be held to include the roadbed, bridges 
and tunnels of said railroad and railway companies. 
Whenever so notified, the president, director or other 
chief officer of every such institution, corporation or com- 
pan^^ shall furnish to the assessor of the assessment dis- 
trict in which such corporation or company shall own or 
possess any real property, or any interest in or debt se- 
cured by real property, a true statement and valuation 
of such real property, interest in or debt secured by such 
real property, and such statement and valuation shall be 
accompanied by the sworn declaration of said president, 
director or other chief officer, similar to the oath or affir- 
mation provided in section 17 of this act, that the same 
is a true and complete list and full and fair valuation 
of all the real property and of every interest in or debt 
secured by real property in said assessment district, that, 
is owned, held or possessed by said institution, corpora- 
tion or company., The assessor shall assess said property, 
interest or debt, and send duplicate certificates of such 
valuation and assessment to the Treasurer of Porto Rico, 
and to such president, director or other chief oflficer. If 
the valuation made by said president, director or other 
chief officer shall have been increased by the assessor, said 
institution, corporation or company shall have the right 
of appeal to the proper board of review accorded to indi- 
viduals by this act. 

Section 67.— Whenever so notified, the president, di- 
rector or other chief officer of every institution, corpora- 
tion and company incorporated under the laws of Porto 
Rico shall deliver to the Treasurer of Porto Rico the du- 
plicate statement of real property, interest in and debts 
secured by real property hereinbefore mentioned, together 
with a list and valuation of all other property owned, 
held or possessed by said institutions, corporations or 
companies ; such property shall be listed in detail and the 
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said lists shall contain, in addition to the true and com- 
plete answers to such interrogatories a« the Treasurer may 
propound, a statement of the capital (and of the par and 
market value of the sha/res of the capital, if said capital 
be divided into shares), the value of plant and machinery 
owned, the amount of bonds issued and the respective 
residences of the holders of said bonds ; all credits and all 
indebtedness; all interests, shares or proportions in any 
ship or vessel, whether such ship or vessel be in or out of 
port ; the gross and net earnings during the last business 
year; the amount of deposits (if money or other valuables 
be received on deposit) ; all money, and the value of all 
franchises and concessions owned, held or possessed by 
said institutions, corporations or companies. The said 
president, director or other chief officer, at the time of re- 
turning such list and valuations to the Treasurer, shall 
make and subscribe an oath of the truth and completeness 
of said lists and valuations, in substance the same as the 
oath or affirmation required from private owners of pro- 
perty in section 17 of this act ; and the said lists or valua- 
tions shall be upon blank forms of schedules to be furnish- 
ed by the Treasurer upon application of said institutions, 
corporations or companies. 

Section 68. — The said institutions, corporations and 
companies shall pay insular and local taxes upon the 
actual present value of their capital, but so much of said 
capital as may be invested in real property, interests in 
or debts secured by real property, shall be assessed and 
taxed to such institutions, corporations or companies in 
the municipal and other local districts in which such real 
property is situate. The actual present value of the capi- 
tal of such coporatioEs shall be ascertained by the Trea- 
surer of Porto Rico from the sworn declaration of the 
president, director or other chief officer hereinbefore re- 
quired, and from such other reliable information as the 
Treasurer may have or secure, and the actual present 
value shall in no case be less than the value of the capital 
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stock plus the surplus and undivided earnings of said in- 
stitutions, corporations and companies, nor less than the 
market value of the real and personal property of said 
institutions, corporations and companies, including in 
personal property credits, rights, franchises and con-' 
cessions- The capital of such of said institutions, cor- 
porations or companies as may not be divided into 
assignable shares shall, for the purposes of munici* 
pal or local taxation, be taxed and assessed in the 
municipal district or other local division in which their 
principal place of business is located, but the shares of 
such as have a capital divisible into assignable shares 
shall be taxed and assessed in the municipal district or 
other local division in which the owners of said shares 
reside ; provided that, such shares as are owned by non- 
residents of Porto Rico shall be assessed and taxed in the 
municipal district or other local division in which the 
principal place of business of such institutions, corpora- 
tions or companies is located* The taxable value of such 
shares shall be determined by the Treasurer of Porto Rico 
in the manner following; He shall deduct the assessed 
value of the said real property or interest in and debts 
secured by real property from the actual present value of 
the capital of the said institutions, corporations or com- 
panies, and shall divide the remainder bj^ the number of 
shares and the quotient shall be the taxable value of each 
such share. 

Section 69. — For the purpose of securing the proper 
municipal or other local taxation of such capital shares, 
the president, director or other chief officer of each of the 
said institutions, corporations or companies shall, at the 
time of making his return to the Treasurer, as hereinbe- 
fore provided, send with such return a list of the holdings 
and residences of the shareholders in such institutions, 
corporations or companies, and it shall be the duty of 
the Treasurer to see that the amount and value of such 
holdings are assessed to their proper owners in the res- 
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pective assessment districts in which said owners reside. 

Section 70. — If the total valuation of the capital of 
any such institution, corporation or company, as report- 
ed by the president, director or other chief officer thereof, 
shall be increased by the Treasurer, the Treasurer shall 
notify said president, director or other chief officer there- 
of, and said institution, corporation or company shall 
have a right of appeal from such valuation to the board 
of appeal, provided said institution, corporation or com- 
pany shall file a notice of protest with said board of appeal 
within ten days of the sending of said notification. In the 
decisions of such appeals by the board, which decisions 
shall be final and binding, the Treasurer shall have no vote. 

Section 71. — The value of the rolling stock and road- 
bed, including bridges and tunnels, of railroad and rail- 
way companies whose lines extend through more than one 
municipal district or other local division shall, for pur- 
poses of municipal or other local taxation, be distributed 
among such municipal districts or other local divisions 
in proportion to the mileage of said railroad or railway 
companies therein, and, in the sworn list and valuation 
hereinbefore required, the president, director or other 
chief officer of said railroad or railway shall specify the 
value of the rolling stock, road-bed and mileage of the 
road in the several municipal districts or other local di- 
visions through which it passes. It shall be the duty of 
the Treasurer of Porto Rico to see that the proper muni- 
cipal or local taxes are charged and collected thereon, 
and, in ascertaining the value of the capital shares of 
such railroad or railway company, the Treasurer shall 
subtract from the total value of such shares the a-ssessed 
value of the real property and interest in or debt secured 
by real property and the value of the rolling stock and 
road-bed of such railroad or railway compan3\ 

Section 72. — Insular, municipal and local taxes upon 
capital shares and property of the institutions, corpora- 
tions and companies included within the meaning of this 
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act shall be payable at the office of the Treasurer, who 
shall pay, pursuant to law, the proportion of such muni- 
cipal and local taxes due, to the proper officers of the res- 
pective municipal districts or local divisions; and said 
institutions, corporations and companies are hereby au- 
thorized to retain the proportionate taxes upon capital 
shares from the darnings or dividends accruing to 
the owners thereof, or to cancel a proportion of said 
shares sufficient to pay said taxes. Insular, municipal 
and local taxes upon such institutions, corporations and 
companies shall be due in semi-annual installments, and 
all penalties for delinquency and the liability to at- 
tachment, seizure and sale of property hereinbefore pro- 
vided shall apply to such institutions, corporations and 
companies in the same manner as to private individuals. 
Section 73. — Every corporation, joint stock and limit- 
ed liability company not incorporated in Porto Rico but 
engaged in the transaction of business therein shall pay 
taxes upon the actual value of the capital employed in the 
transaction of such business in Porto Rico, but the amount 
of such capital shall in no case be less than the value of the 
real and personal property of such corporation or com- 
pany situated in Porto Rico, including in such personal 
property all franchises or concessions granted said cor- 
poration or company under the laws of Porto Rico. So 
much of said capital as may be invested in real property 
or in interests in or debts secured by real property, shall 
be assessed and taxed in the municipal or other local 
district in which such real property is situated. 

Section 14:,— {Paragraph 1). Am^ person, and any 
agent or officer of any institution, corporation or com- 
pany, who shall give or return a false or fraudulent list, 
schedule or statement as required by this act; or who 
shall wilfullv fail or refuse to take and subscribe to anv 
of the oaths, affidavits or affirmations required by this 
act ; or who shall wilfully refuse to answer any interroga- 
tory which the Treasurer, the supervisor of assessment or 
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any member of a board of review or the board of appeal 
is by this act authorized to propound, shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, 
shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred 
dollars, or by imprisonment at hard labor for a term not 
exceeding one year, or both, at the discretion of the court. 

(Paragraph 2). If any assessor shall wilfully fail or 
neglect to obtain from any person by him assessed any 
oath, affidavit or affirmation required by this act to be 
administered, he shall forfeit and pay to the People of 
Porto Rico the sum of twenty dollars for each case of such 
wilful omission and neglect, which shall be retained by the 
Treasurer out of the salary or remuneration of the said 
assessor and the Treasurer shall account, pursuant to 
law, for moneys so retained. If any clerk appointed un- 
der this act, or any assessor or member of a board of re- 
view, shall wilfully neglect to perform the duties of his 
office, or shall corruptly receive any fee, reward, emolu- 
ment or advantage whatsoever intended to influence his 
conduct or the performance of his duty under this act, he 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon con- 
viction thereof, shall be punished by imprisonment for a 
term not less than six months nor more than five years, 
or by a fine not less than one hundred nor more than one 
thousand dollars, or both, at the discretion of the court. 

Section 75. — No change shall be made in the assess- 
ment of any property during any fiscal year because of 
its transfer or other alienation. 

Section 76.— Every deed of transfer of real property, 
or interest therein, and every mortgage or other security 
for debt secured by real property, made on and after the 
first day of April, nineteen hundred and one, by any re- 
gistrar of property shall be separately and specially re- 
corded by the proper registrar of property, without com- 
pensation, in a special transfer book to be furnished by 
the Treasurer, which shall contain the date and consi- 
deration of the transfer or grant, the name and residence 
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of the grantee, the name and residence of the grantor, the 
name and residence of the person to whom said real pro- 
perty, interest in or debt secured by real property is as- 
sessed and taxed, and reference to the archives or records 
of such registrars in which the said propertj^ is more fully 
described. The said transfer l^ook or transcripts there- 
from shall be transmitted to the Treasurer whenever he 
may so direct. 

Section 77.— The Treasurer is hereby authorized to 
institute an annual revision and correction of the assess- 
ment of property provided for in this act. Such revision 
and correction shall take place between the first day of 
January and the thirtieth day of June of each year, and 
shall, so far as may be practicable, be in accordance 
with the provisions for revision and correction of as- 
sessment hereinbefore provided. The assessors, boards 
of review or other officials in charge of such revision 
and correction shall have power to value and assess 
any new property, and to lower or increase any assess- 
ment, but no assessment shall be increased and no pro- 
perty be added to the assessment of any person unless 
the owner, agent of, or person in possession of said pro- 
perty shall have been given at least seven days notice 
of the intention to make such increase or add such 
property. 

Section 78.— Property taxes on real and personal 
property as herein specified, when imposed by municipal 
districts or other local divisions, shall be assessed upon 
the valuation of property as herein provided and the 
maximum of such tax or taxes shall in no case exceed the 
rate of one half of one per cent upon such valuation. 

TITLE II.— EXCISE TAXES. 

Section 79. — On and after the passage of this act, 
there shall be levied, collected and paid for and in res- 
pect to distilled, vinous and fermented liquors, cigars, 
cigarettes, tobacco, proprietary medicinal preparations, 
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playing cards, fire-arms, oleomargarine, matches, and 
for and in respect to all other occupations, documents, 
instrument*, matters and things mentioned and described 
in the following schedules A, B, and C, of this section, the 
several taxes, or sums of money, set down in words or 
figures against the same, respectively, or otherwise speci- 
fied or set forth : 

ScHEDULrE A. 

(1 ) A, On each and every gallon, or fraction thereof, 

of distilled spirits produced from grain, 
starch, sugar, molasses, or any other sub- 
stance by distillation, whether whiskey, 
brandy, gin, cordials, bitters, ratafia, anise, 
anisado, wood alcohol, or any other alco- 
holic liquor produced by distillation (except 
medicinal preparations), even though the 
alcohol contained therein be in small per- 
centages, which may be distilled for sale or 
consumption in Porto Ilico or which may be 
imported for sale or consumption in Porto 
Rico, there shall be paid eighty cents. 
B. On ea,ch and every gallon, or fraction thereof, of 
rum or bay rum which may be distilled for 
sale or consumption in Porto Rico, or which 
may be imported for sale or consumption in 
Porto Rico from the United States, there 
shall be paid sixty cents; and on each and 
every gallon of rum or bay rum which may 
be imported for sale or consumption in Porto 
Rico from countries other than the United 
States, there shall be paid one dollar. 

(2) On each and every gallon, or fraction thereof, of 

distilled spirits as enumerated above, whether 
domestic or foreign, which shall be changed 
in form by any merchant or at any liquor 
factory, by sweetening, diluting, adulterat- 
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iiig, or by the addition of other ingredients 
or water, there shall be paid, when sold, or 
exposed for sale to the pubHc, besides the 
tax already paid* on such distilled spirits in 
their original ooit^ition, an additional tax 
of forty cents. 

(3) On each and every gallon, or fraction thereof, of 

fermented malt or other vinous liquor pro- 
duced by fermentation of malt, hops, barley, 
grape or other fruit juice, whether beer, ale, 
porter, lager, or claret, port, or other spark- 
ling or light wines which may be fermented 
and sold in Porto Rico, or which may be im- 
ported for sale or consumption in Porto 
Rico, there shall be paid fifteen cents ; provi- 
.ded however, that on each and every gallon 
or fraction thereof of champagne there shall 
be paid one dollar. 

(4) On each and every gallon, or fraction thereof, of 

fermented wines as enumerated above, whe- 
ther domestic or foreign, which shall be 
changed in form by any merchant or at any 
liquor factory, by diluting, adulterating, or 
by the addition of other ingredients, there 
shall be paid, when placed on sale, besides 
the tax already paid on such fermented wines 
in their original condition, an additional tax 
of fifteen cents. 

(5) On all cigars which do not exceed in weight three 

pounds per thousand, manufactured for sale 
or consumption in Porto Rico, or which 
may be imported for sale or consumption in 
Porto Rico from the United States, there 
shall be paid on each and every one thousand, 
or fraction thereof, one dollar ; and on all 
cigars which do not exceed in weight three 
pounds per thousand which may be impor- 
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ted for sale or consumption in Porto Rico 
from countrieii other than the United States, 
there shall be! paid on each and every one 
thousand, or fraction thereof, two dollars. 

(6) On all cigars which exceed in weight three pounds 

per thousand, manufactured for sale or con- 
sumption. in Porto Rico, or which may be 
imported for sale or consumption in Porto 
Rico, from the United States, there shall be 
paid on eacli and every one thousand, or 
fraction thereof, one dollar and eighty cents; 
and on all cigars which do exceed in weight 
three pounds per thousand, which may be 
imported for sale or consumption in Porto 
Rico from countries other than the United 
States, there shall be paid on each and every 
one thousand, or fraction thereof, three 
dollars and sixty cents. 

( 7 ) On all cigarettes which do not exceed in weight 

three pounds^ per thousand, manufactured 
for sale or consumption in Porto Rico, or 
which may be^ imported for sale or consump- 
tion in Porto Rico from the United States, 
there shall be paid on each and every one 
thousand, or fraction thereof, one dollar; 
and on all cigarettes which do not exceed 
in weight three pounds per thousand, which 
may be imported for sale or consumption in 
Porto Rico from countries other than the 
United States, there shall be paid on each 
and every one thousand, or fraction thereof, 
two dollars. 
(<S) On all cigarettes which exceed in weight three 
pounds per thousand, manufactured and 
sold in Porto Rico, or which may be imported 
for sale or consumption in Porto Rico from 
the United States, there shall: be paid on 
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each and every one thousand, or fraction 
thereof, one dollar and eighty cents; and on 
all cigarettes which exceed in weight three 
pounds per thousand, which may be im- 
ported for sale or consumption in Porto 
Rico from countries other than the United 
States, there shall be paid on each and every 
one thousand, or fraction thereof, thwf 
dollars and sixty cents. 
(SJ) On all snuff, chewing-tobacco, smoking tobacco, 
plug cut, or other manufactured or partially 
manufactured tobacco, which may be pro- 
duced and manufactured, or partially manu- 
factured, for sale or consumption in Porto 
Rico, or which may be imported for sale 
. or consumption in Porto Rico from the 
United States, there shall be paid on each 
and every pound, oi* fraction thereof Sve 
cents] and on all snuff, chewing-tobacco, 
smoking-tobacco, plug cut, or other manu- 
factured or partially manufactured to- 
bacco, which may be imported for sale or 
consumption in Porto Rico from coun- 
tries other than the United States, there 
sliall be paid on each and every pound, or 
fraction thereof, ten cents. 

(10) On all playing cards manufactured dnd sold in 

Porto Rico, or which ma^^ be imported for 
sale or use in Porto Rico, there shall be paid 
on each and every pack two cents. 

(11) On all proprietary medicinal preparations, pa- 

tent medicines, toilet articles, perfumery and 
cosmetics, manufactured and sold in Porto 
Rico, or which may be imported for sale or 
use in Porter Rico, there shall be paid on the 
invoice value thereof jffve per cent. 

(12) On all oleomargarine, or other imitation of 
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butter, under whatever name sold, which 
may be manufactured and sold in Porto 
Rico, or which may be imported for sale or 
consumption in Porto Rico, there shall be 
paid on each and every pound ten cents. 

* 

(13) On all arms and ammunition (not the property 

of the United States Government, Insular 
Government or Municipalities), including all 
kinds of. weapons, such as daggers, dirks, 
sword-canes, and all kinds of fire-arms, and 
all gun-powder, shot, bullets, and loaded 
cartridges or empty shells which may be 
manufactured and sold in Porto Rico, or 
which may be imported for sale or use in 
Porto Rico, there shall be paid on the invoice 
value thereof twenty-five per cent. 

(14) On all matches, whether sulphur or safety-fric- 

tion matches or fusees or any other kind of 
matches, under whatever name sold, which 
may be manufactured for sale or consump- 
tion in Porto Rico, or which may be impor- 
ted for sale or use in Porto Rico, from the 
United States, there shall be paid on each 
gross of boxes containing not over one hun- 
dred sticks to the box, fifteen cents ; and on 
all matches whether sulphur or safety-fric- 
tion matches or fusees or anv other kind of 
matches under whatever name sold, which 
may be imported for sale or use in Porto 
Rico from countries other than the United 
States, there shall be paid on each gross of 
boxes containing not over one hundred sticks 
to the box, thirty cents. 

Schedule B. 

(1) All wholesale dealers in distilled spirits, whether 
manufactured in Porto Rico or imported. 
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shall pay an annual tax of eighty dollars. 

(2) All wholesale dealers in fermented malt or vinous 

beers and wines, whether manufa.ctured in 
Porto Rico or imported, shall pay an annual 
tax of foity dollars. 

(3) All retail dealers in distilled liquors or fermented 

malt or vinous wines and beers, whether 
manufactured in Porto Rico or imported, 
shall pay the annual tax assessed to which- 
ever of the following classes they may be rated : 

Fii-st Class: — All first-class saloons, bars, restaurants, 
^ caf^s, and hotels selling wine, beer, or liquor, 
shall pay twenty dollars. 

Second Class: — Grocery stores, known as '' Pulperias," 
selling wines, beers and liquor, and all se- 
cond-class saloons, bars, restarants, cafes, 
and boarding houses selling wine, beer, or 
liquor, shall pay twelve dollars. 

Third Class :SmaM stores, known as '^ Ventorrillos," 
wayside provision booths, and travelling 
peddlers selling wine, beer, or liquor, shall 
pay six dollars. 

(4) All wholesale deQ.lers in cigars, cigarettes, 

smoking tobacco, snuff, or other manufac- 
tured or partially manufactured tobacco, 
whether domestic or imported, shall pay an 
annual tax of forty dollars. 

(5) All retail dealers in cigars, cigarettes, smoking 

tobacco, snuff, or other manufactured or 
partially manufactured tobacco, whether do- 
mestic or imported, shall pay the annual tax 
assessed to whichever of the following classes 
they may be rated : 
First Class: — All first-class saloons, bars, restaurants, 
cafes, and hotels selling cigars or other manu- 
factures of tobacco to customers, shall pay 
twelve dollars. 
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Second Class : — Grocery stores , known as ^ ^ P ulperias , ' ' 
selling cigars or other manufactures of to- 
bacco, and all second-class saloons, bars, 
restaurants, cafes, and boarding-houses, sell- 
ing cigars or other manufactures of to- 
bacco, shall pay eight dollars. 

Third C7a.s«;— Small stores, known as '^ Ventorrillos," 
wayside provision-booths, and peddlers, sell- 
ing cigars and other manufactures of tobacco, 
shall pay four dollars. 

Fowth Class: — Retail dealers of the first, second or 
third class above enumerated, who manu- 
facture cigars, cigarettes, or other tobacco 
products on their respective premises, for 
sale exclusively on such premises, shall pa3^ 
no taxes for manufacturing or selling said 
articles; provided that such dealers shall 
pay the taxes imposed on cigars, cigarettes, 
and other tobacco products in schedule A of 
section 79 of this act. 

(6) All wholesale and retail dealers in arms and am- 

munition, whether of domestic or foreign 
manufacture, and whether they sell only at 
wholesale or only at retail, or at both whole- 
sale and retail, shall pay an annual tax of 
twenty-four dollars, 

(7) The term ^^wholteale dealers," as used in this 

section, shall be deemed to imply and include 
all merchants or importers dealing in un- 
broken packages as put up by manufacturers 
or exporters ; and the term '' retail dealers," 
shall be deemed to imply and include all 
merchants who sell the contents of broken 
original packages, in quantities to suit the 
needs of the consumer. Merchants and im- 
porters engaged in both the wholesale and 
retail 8ale of articles included in this section. 
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shall pay both wholesale and retail dealers 
license tax on eaeh class of articles so sold 
by them. ; « • 

ScHEDIJLEi. C. 

■ ' ' ■ '■' , ' 

(1) On each copy of all bills of lading for merchan- 

dise shipped from ports in Porto Rico to the 
United States or to foreign countries there 
shall be paid ten cents. 

(2) On all entries in Porto Rico, of merchandise im- 

ported from the United States, there shall be 
psiid fifty cents. 

(3) On all entries in Porto Rico, of merchandise im- 

ported from foreign countries, there shall be 
paid one dollar. 

(4) On all instruments or documents attested by a 

notary public, or recorded by a registrar of 
property, excepting oaths of office and official 
bonds, and affidavits, there shall be paid on 
each original document, one dollar; on each 
copy thereof, fifty cents '; on each registration 
or record, fifty cents. 
Section 80. — All of the taxes imposed by section 79 
of this act, shall be paid, at the several rates therein pro- 
vided, by the affixture and cancellation of internal revenue 
♦stamps, and the Treasurer is authorized to make such 
rules and regulations as may be necessary for the affix- 
ing and cancelling of such stamps, and to supply persons, 
associations or corporations subject to the taxes imposed 
in schedule A of section 79 of this act, with suitable in- 
voice and sales books, the cost thereof to be paid by such 
persons, associations or corporations by the affixing and 
cancellation of internal revenue stamps of proper amount. 
Section 81. — Manufacturers and importers of articles 
or things enumerated in schedule A, of section 79 of this 
act, shall give bond in such form and amount as the 
Treasurer may require, conditioned upon the faithful 
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compliance with this law, and the Treasurer shall issue 
regulations governing the exportation of goods of domes- 
tic manufacture, and shall prescribe the amount of 
bond required in such cases, and such goods when so 
exported shall be exempt from taxation under this law. 
Any person, association br corporation who shall engage 
in the manufacture, importation or exportation of any 
of the articles herein taxed before he shall have executed 
such bond, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and, 
upon conviction thereof , shall be punished by a fine of not 
less than one hundred dollars nor more than one thou- 
sand dollars, or to imprisonment for not less than one 
month nor more than one year, or to both, at the dis- 
cretion of the court ; provided, that the bonds required of 
impoi*ters and manufacturers, conditioned upon the faith- 
ful compliance with this law, shall in no event exceed in 
amount fifty per cent of the value of their annual impor- 
tations or manufacture. 

Section 82. — Wholesale and retail merchants dealing 
exclusively in any of the articles taxed in schedule B of 
section 79 of this act shall, on and after its passage, be 
exempted from the payment of such portion of the taxes 
assessed under the ^'Ley de Industria y Comercio de 
Puerto Rico" as accrue to the insular treasury. 

Section 83. — Manufacturers or producers of rum, to- 
bacco and all other articles or things liable to taxation, 
as provided in schedule A of section 79 of this act, who 
sell such articles or things, either at wholesale or retail, 
at any place or places removed from the place of manu- 
facture or production shall pay, in addition to the pay- 
ment of the taxes assessed on such articles or things as 
provided in schedule A of section 79 of this act, the further 
license taxes provided in schedule B of section 79 of 
this act. 

Section 84. — On and after the passage of this act, no 
municipal district or other local division in Porto Rico 
shall levy, assess or collect any consumo tax or local 
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excise tax on the consumption or use of the articles or 
things enumerated in schedules A and C of section 79 of 
this act; provided that, nothing herein contained shall be 
construed to prohibit the levy, assessment or collection, 
by any municipal district or other local division, of license 
taxes upon the manufacture and sale of such articles or 
things as have heretofore been, or may hereafter be, 
authorized bv law. 

Section 85. — The Treasurer is herebv directed, at the 
end of each quarter, to apportion according to popula- 
tion and to pay pursuant to law, fifteen per cent of the 
proceeds derived from the assessment and collection of 
the taxes imposed by section 79 of this act, to the res- 
pective municipal districts and other local divisions of 
Porto Rico entitled thereto; provided that, up to the 
thirtieth day of June, nineteen hundred and one, instead 
of fifteen per cent there shall be ai)portioned and paid 
fifty per cent of the said proceeds to the respective 
municipal districts and other local divisions according 
to population and the payment thereof shall be made 
monthly instead of quarterly. 

Section 86. — For the purpose of inspecting the pay- 
ment of the taxes herein provided, there shall be, in the 
office of the Treasurer, a chief of internal revenue agents, 
who shall be entitled to a salary of two thousand dollars 
a j'^ear, and the Treasurer is authorized to employ in said 
office not more than three clerks, at an annual compen- 
sation not exceeding twelve hundred dollars each. 

Section 87.— The Treasurer of Porto Rico shall also 
establish convenient inspection districts, not exceeding 
four in number, and is authorized to appoint, in each of 
such districts, not more than three internal revenue 
agents, at an annual compensation not exceeding twelve 
hundred dollars each, and in addition thereto, not more 
than two internal revenue agents at large, whose annual 
compensation shall not exceed fifteen hundred dollars 
each. Such agents shall be reimbursed for all necessary 
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travelling expenses incurred while actually engaged in 
authorized travel; provided that, a per diem of two 
dollars and fiftv cents shall be allowed in lieu of actual 
cost of subsistence (board and lodging) while so travelling. 

Section 88. — ^The chief of internal revenue agents 
shall supervise, under the direction of the Treasurer, 
the duties of the internal revenue agents, and see that 
they are faithfully performed. The internal revenue 
agents shall list and classify the names of all per- 
sons, associations or corporations engaged in occupa- 
tions, manufacturing, importing or selling of articles 
subject to the taxes provided in section 79 of this act; 
and shall secure the full and entire assessment and pay- 
ment of such taxes. All internal reveime agents, and all 
collectors and deputy collectors of internal revenue shall, 
further, perform, all and severally, such specific duties in 
connection with the taxes herein provided as may here- 
after be imposed upon them by law or assigned to them 
by such directions, rules, and regulations as may here- 
after be issued by the Treasurer. 

Section 89. — The chief of internal revenue agents, and 
all internal revenue agents, shall have the power to admin- 
ister oaths, to record the bonds entered into by taxpayers 
of internal revenue, certify to declarations and all the pow- 
ers of examination of all stocks of goods subject to the 
taxes herein provided, and shall besides have the powers 
conferred by statute upon internal reveime agents of the 
treasury department of the United States. 

Section 90. — Any internal revenue agent, collector or 
deputy collector of internal revenue, or any employee of 
the office of the Treasurer : 

[a] Who, while under commission, becomes engaged, 
directly or indirectly, in any occupation taxed under the 
provisions of schedule B of section 79 of this act, or in the 
manufacture, importation or sale of any article taxed 
under the provisions of schedule A of section 79 of this 
act ; or. 
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[b] Who fails, fully and promptly, to account for 
any and all public funds, fines, internal revenue stamps, 
licenses, receipts, books, documents, records, papers or 
any other form of public property ; or, 

[c] Who is guilty of any extortion or wilful oppres- 
sion under color of law ; or, 

[d] Who, knowingly, demands other or greater sums 
than are authorized bylaw, or receives any fee, compensa- 
tion or reward, except as herein provided, for the perform- 
ance of any duty ; or, 

[e] Who wilfully neglects to perform any of the du- 
ties enjoined upon him by law ; or, 

[f] Who conspires or colludes with any other person 
to defraud the public revenues ; or, 

[g] Who makes opportunities for any person to de- 
fraud the public revenues ; or, 

[h] Who does, or omits to do, any act with intent to 
enable any other person to defraud the public revenues; or, 

[i] Who, negligently or designedly, permits any vio- 
lation of the law by any person ; or, 

[j] Who makes or signs any false entry in any book, 
or makes or signs any false certificate or return in any 
case where he is requiredby thislaworby such regulations 
as may hereafter be issued by the Treasurer, to make 
any entry, certificate or return ; or, 

[k] Who, having knowledge or information of the 
violation of anj^ provision of this law, by any person, or 
of fraud committed by any person against the public rev- 
enues under this law, fails to report in writing such vio- 
lation or fraud to the designated authority ; or, 

[1] Who demands, accepts or. attempts to collect, 
directly or indirectly, as payment, gift or otherwise, any 
sum of money or other thing of valueforthe compromise, 
adjustment or settlement of any charge or complaint for 
any violation or alleged violation of this law ; or, 

[m] Who shall divulge or make known, in any man- 
ner whatsoever not provided by law, to any person, the 
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accountB, condition of biisinens affairs, or manner of con- 
ducting same of any tax-paying: person, association or 
corporation whose books, accounts and business opera- 
tions they may have investigated in the discharge of their 
duties, shall be dismissed from office and shall be charged 
with a felony, and, upon conviction by any court having 
jurisdiction of the offense committed, shall be fined not 
less than two hundred and fifty dollars nor more than 
two thousand dollars, or be imprisoned not less than six 
months nor more than five j^ears, or both, at the discre- 
tion of the court. 

Section 91. — If any person, association or corporation 
shall manufacture, sell, ship or import any article or thing 
provided for in schedule A of section 79 of this act without 
affixing and cancelling stamps denoting the tax paid, or if 
any person, association or corporation shall engage in the 
occupations provided for in schedule B of section 79 of this 
act without affixing and cancelling stamps denoting the 
tax paid, or if any person, association or corporation 
shall execute, deliver, receive or record an\" document or 
instrument provided for in schedule C of section 79 of this 
act, without affixing and cancelling stamps denoting the 
tax paid ; every person, association or corporation so 
offending, and every person, knowingly and wilfully aid- 
ing, abetting or assisting in conmiitting any such offenses 
as aforesaid, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor 
and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine 
of not less than one hundred nor more than one thousand 
dollars, or by imprisonment for a term of not less than 
one month nor more than one year, or both, at the dis- 
cretion of the court. • 

And in addition thereto all articles subject to the 
taxes provided in schedule A of section 79 of this act on 
which the said taxes have not been paid at the respective 
rates imposed, or for which the' stamps have not been af- 
fixed and cancelled in the manner provided by such regu- 
lations as may hereafter be issu(*d bvthe Treasurer, shall 
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be declared forfeited to the People of Porto Rico, and all 
Huch forfeited articles shall be sold at public auction to 
the highest bidder and the proceeds from such sales paid 
into the treasury of Porto Rico. 

Section 92. — If any person shall forge or counterfeit, 
or cause or procure to be forged or counterfeited, any 
stamp which shall have been provided, made or used 
in pursuailce of this act, or may hereafter be provided, 
made or used in pursuance of this act, or if anj^ person 
shall use in payment pi taxes herein imposed any inter- 
nal revenue stamp after it shall once have been used, or 
if any person shall wilfully remove, or cause to be re- 
moved, alter, or cause to be alt(?red, the concelling or de- 
facing marks of any adhesive stamp with intent to use 
the sa.me, or cause the use of the same after it shall have 
once been used, or shall knowingly or wilfully sell or buy 
such waslied or restored or used stamp, or offer the same 
for sale, or give or expose the same to any person for use, 
or knowingly use the same, or prepare the same with in- 
tent for further use thereof, or if am^ person shall know- 
ingly and without lawful excuse have in his possession 
any washed, restored or altered stamp ; every person so 
offending, and every person knowingly and wilfully aid- 
ing, abetting or assisting in committing any such offen- 
ses, as aforesaid, shall be deemed guilty of a felony and, 
upon conviction thereof, shall forfeit the said counter- 
feit, restored or altered stamps, and the articles for the 
payment of the respective taxes upon which such counter- 
feit, restored or altered stamps were intended or used 
and shall be punished by a fine not exceeding one thou- 
sand dollars, or by imprisonment and confinement at 
hard labor for a term not exceeding five years, or both, 
at the discretion of the court, and all such forfeited arti- 
cles shall be disposed of in the manner provided in sec- 
tion 91 of this act. 

Section 93. — Internal revenue stamps shall be furnish- 
ed by the Treasurer u])on re(]uisition to collectors and 
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deputy collectors, in such amounts as may be necessary ; 
and the Treasurer is also authorized to appoint internal 
revenue stamp agents, in such number and in such places 
as may be necessary, and to supply such agents with 
stocks of internal revenue stamps of such amounts and 
denominations as may be required by local needs, and 
such agents shall receive for compensation an amount 
equal to fiv^e per cent of the value of all stamps sold by 
them, and shall render monthly accounts for such com- 
pensation to the auditor, who shall examine and certify 
the same for payment. Such agents shall not be engaged 
in the manufacture, importation or sale of any of the 
articles, or engaged in any of the occupations subject to 
taxation under the provisions of schedules A and B of 
section 79 of this act. Every such agent shall enter into 
bond with the Treasurer, for the benefit of the People of 
Porto Rico, in such amount and upon such conditions as 
the Treasurer may require, said bonds to be approved, as 
to form and execution, bv the Auditor and, as to suffi- 
ciency of surety, by the Treasurer, and every such agent 
shall account monthly with the Auditor for all stamps 
received, sold and cm hand, and for all moneys received 
from the sale of such stamps, and shall remit moneys so 
received to the Treasurer, who shall account for the same 
pursuant to law. 

TITLE III. INHERITANCE TAX. 

Section 94. — ^AU real property within Porto Rico and 
an}^ interest therein, whether belonging to inhabitants of 
Porto Rico or not, and all personal property belonj^ing 
to inhabitants of Porto Rico which shall pass by will, by 
intestacy, by inheritance or by any grant whatsoever, 
made or intended to take effect in i)ossession or enjoy- 
ment alter the death of the grantor to any person, asso- 
ciation, institution or corporation, in trust or otherwise, 
other than to or for the use of his wife, child, grand-child 
or i)erson legally recognized as an adopted cliild of the 
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decedent,, shall be subject to a tax as hereinafter provided; 
I)rovided that, no tax shall be collected upon the property 
passing to any one heir, legatee, devisee or grantee when 
the same shall be valued at a less sum than two hun- 
dred dollars; and provided further, that when the value 
of such property exceeds two hundred dollars, the said 
two hundred dollars shall be deducted in estimating the 
taxes thereon. 

Section 95. — The said tax shall be imposed, estimated 
and paid in accordance with the following schedule : 

{Paragraph 1). Upon every such devise, bequest, 
legacy, grant or inheritance, not exceeding five thousand 
dollars in value, a husband and all lineal descendants, 
whether legitimate or illegitimate, shall pay a tax of one 
per cent, and all other relatives, of whatever degree, and 
all other persons, associations, institutions or corpora- 
tions, shall pay a tax of three per cent. 

{Paragraph 2). Upon every such devise, bequest, 
legacy, grant or inheritance exceeding five thousand dol- 
lars but not exceeding twenty thousand dollars in value 
there shall be paid on the excess over five thousand dollars 
one and one-half times the respective rates prescribed in 
paragraph one of this section. 

{Paragraph 3). Upon every such devise, bequest, le- 
gacy, grant or inheritance exceeding twenty thousand 
dollars but not exceeding fifty thousand dollars in value, 
there shall be paid on five thousand dollars the respective 
rates prescribed in paragraph one of this section; on fifteen 
thousand dollars the respective rates prescribed in para- 
graph two of this section, and on the excess over twenty 
thousand dollars twice the respective rates prescribed in 
paragraph one of this section. 

{Paragraph 4), Upon every such devise, bequest, 
legacy, grant or inheritance exceeding fifty thousand dol- 
lars in value, there shall be paid on five thousand dollars 
the respective rates prescribed in paragraph one of this 
section, on fifteen thousand dollars the respective rates 
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prescribed in para^ra])h two of this section, on thirty 
thousand dollars the respective rates prescribed in para- 
};^raph three of this section, and on the excess over fifty 
thousand dollars, three times the respective rates pre- 
scribed in paragraph one of this section. 

Section 96. — ^For the purposes of assessing the taxes 
imposed under Title III of this act, the degree of relation- 
ship of any relative shall be ascertained and computed in 
accordance with the existing laws of Porto Eico relating; 
thereto. 

Section 97. — The commissions, compensation or al- 
lowance of any administrator, executor or trustee, whe- 
ther fixed by the testator or by the court of probate hav- 
ing proper jurisdiction, or whether in the form of residu- 
ary legacy, shall be subject to the aforesaid tax in the 
same manner as if said commissions, compensation or al- 
lowances were a bequest or legacy, and the degree of re- 
lationshij) of said administrator, executor or trustee shall 
be taken into account in the same manner as if said ad- 
ministrator, executor or trustee were an heir, legatee or 
grantee of the decedent. 

Section 98. — It shall be the duty of every admin- 
istrator, executor or trustee, or of any one of them 
acting in Porto Rico, and of every ancillary admin- 
istrator, agent or person lawfully authorized to ad- 
minister on the estate or any portion thereof in 
Porto Rico, sixty days after the death of the dece- 
dent whom he represents to transmit to the Trea- 
surer of Porto Rico a formal notification of the death 
of said decedent, stating plainly : the name and residence 
of said decedent; the date of his death; whether dying 
intestate and, if not, the notary with whom the will of 
such decedent is recorded ; and, as nearly as possible, the 
amount, valuation and location of the estate of the dece- 
dent ; the names and degrees of relationship of the heirs, 
devisees and legatees, and the proportionate parts of the 
estate accruing to each ; the names of all administrators, 
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executors or trustees of the estate of said decedent. 

Section 99. — Whenever it may be necessary, the Trea- 
surer shall appoint one or more expert appraisers, who 
shall receive such reasonable compensation for their work 
as may be proper, to make a fair and accurate appraisal 
of estates of decedents, and to determine in accordance 
with section 95 of this act the • proper taxes thereon ; 
and the results of said appraisal shall be made known, 
both to the Treasurer of Porto Rico and the adminis- 
tratorSj executors and trustees of such estates. 

Section 100.— Within thirty days of the completion 
of said appraisal and assessment of taxes, any person 
or beneficiary affected thereby shall have the right to ap- 
peal therefrom to the District Court of the district within 
which the estate is located on paying, or giving security 
to pay, all costs, together with whatever tax may have 
been assessed, upon the devise, bequest, legacy, grant or 
inheritance ; and the said District Court shall proceed to 
determine the matter as speedily as possible. 

Section 101. — It shall be a misdemeanor, on the part 
of any appraiser, to take any fee or reward from any 
executor, administrator, trustee, heir, legatee, next of kin 
or any beneficiary of any decedent and, upon conviction 
of such offense, said appraiser shall be fined not exceeding- 
five hundred dollars or be imprisoned not exceeding one 
year, or both, at the discretion of the court. 

Section 102.— All taxes imposed under Title III of this 
act, shall be paid into the treasury of Porto Rico by the 
administrators, executors, trustees or other persons ad- 
ministering upon the estate charged with said taxes ; and 
all such administrators, executors, trustees or persons 
shall be liable for such taxes, with interest as hereinafter 
provided, until the same shall have been paid. Such 
taxes shall become due and payable immediately upon 
the death of the decedent, and shall at once become a lien 
upon the estate of the decedent and shall remain a lien 
until paid. If said taxes are not paid within one year 
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of the death of said decedent, interest at the rate of ten 
per-centuin shall be charged and collected thereon, and if 
said taxes are not paid at the expiration of eighteen 
months after the death of said decedent, it shall be the 
duty of the district attorney of the district wherein said 
taxes remain unpaid to institute the necessary proc9ed- 
ings to collect the sanie^ after being duly notified by the 
Treasurer of the non-payment of such taxes. 

Section 103. — ^The administrator, executor, trustee 
or other person administering upon any estate subject to 
the tax hereinbefore provided, "shall deduct the proper 
tax, as provided in section 95 preceding, from any por- 
tion or share in the distribution of such estate which may 
be paid in money ; and for any portion, share or legac^^ 
which is not in money, he shall demand payment of the 
proper tax from the person or persons entitled to such 
]jortion, share or legacy ; and no administrator, executor, 
trustee or other person administering upon any estate 
shall pay or deliver any specific legacy or property sub- 
ject to said tax to any person until he has collected the 
tax thereon ; and in case of neglect or refusal on the part 
of said legatee or distributee to pay the same, such specific 
legacy or property, or such thereof as shall be necessary, 
shall be sold at public sale by the administrator, execu- 
tor, trustee or other person administering upon such 
estate after due notice to said legatee or distributee ; and 
all moneys retained or received, as herein provided, by 
any administrator, executor, trustee or other person ad- 
ministering upon any estate shall be deposited with the 
Treasurer without delav. 

Section 104.— It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to 
issue to the administrator, executor, trustee or person 
administering upon any estate subject to the tax pro- 
vided in section 95 of this act, upon the payment of said 
tax upon such property, special tax receipts therefor in 
triplicate for use in the transfer of said property as here- 
inafter provided. 
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Section 105. — No judge shall approve the partition 
or distribution of the estate of any decedent or allow any 
final settlement of the accounts of any executor, admin- 
istrator^ trustee or person administering upon any estate 
unless the proper special tax receipt or receipts of the 
Treasurer, as provided in section 104 of this act, shall be 
j)roduced and exhibited; and no notary" shall issue, au- 
thorize or certify any instrument of award, partition or 
distribution or property unless such receipt or receipts of 
the Treasurer be presented ; and no registrar shall record 
in any registry under his charge any instrument or judi- 
cial decision, ruling or warrant, drawn, rendered or 
issued in connection with the partition, distribution or 
delivery of such property unless such receipt or receipts of 
the Treasurer be presented ; and persons violating the pro- 
visions of this section shall be liable for all taxes uncol- 
lected because of such violation, together with interest 
thereon, as provided in section 102 of this act. 

Section 106.— In the present Title, the word ''person'' 
shall be construed to include the plural as well as the 
singular, artificial as well as natural persons; the word 
''property" shall be construed to include both real and 
personal estate, and any form of interest therein whatso- 
ever, including annuities of whatever form or kind ; the 
word "administrator'' shall be held to include anv heir, 
relative or other beneficiary of any decedent who may 
have charge of the disposition and apportionment of the 
property of any decedent. 

Section 107. — The records and archives of courts, 
registrars of property, notaries public, and of nuinicii)al 
or other local governments shall at all times be open 
and accessible to assessors, inspectors and other public 
officials engaged in the performance of their official duties 
under the provisions of this act. 

Section 108. — On and after the first day of July, Nine- 
teen hundred and one, there shall not be levied or assessed, 
for insular purposes, the taxes now imposed by law and 
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respectively known as the territorial tax and as the in- 
dustrial and commercial tax ; but nothing in this section 
shall be construed to prevent the collection of taxes law- 
fully levied or assessed before said date, nor of any class 
or classes of taxes, whether internal revenue or miscel- 
laneous receipts, other than those herein excepted ; pro- 
vided that, where the rates of taxes imposed by this act. 
other than said territorial and industrial and commercial 
taxes, differ from the rates fixed by existing law, the rates 
prescribed by this act shall take efiect from and after its 
passage. 

Section 109.— All revenues, taxes and moneys of 
whatsoever kind, received by the collectors herein pro- 
vided for, shall be paid in full to the Treasurer by deposit- 
ing the same in such manner and at such time as the 
Treasurer shall by regulation prescribe. All revenues, taxes 
and moneys received by the deputy collectors herein pro- 
vided for shall be paid in full to the respective collectors 

in such manner and at such time as the Treasurer shall bv 

* 

regulation prescribe, provided such payments by collec- 
tors and deputy collectors shall in no case be less than 
twice in each month, and such deputy collectors shall 
transmit at the end of each month to the respective col- 
lectors full and complete accounts and returns of all moneys 
collected in each month. The collectors shall render 
monthly to the auditor their respective accounts for re- 
venues collected and for disbursements made, in such 
form and manner as he shall prescribe. Any collector 
failing to render his account for any month, as heretofore 
provided, within ten days after the expiration of such 
month shall be delinquent and subject to dismissal from 
office unless good and satisfactory excuse for such delin- 
quency be furnished. Requisitions of collectors for neces- 
sary advances to pay the salaries and expenses of their 
respective offices ior any month shall be transmitted to 
the Auditor at least fifteen days before the expiration of 
such month. 
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Section 110. — And to carry into effect the provisions 
of this act the following amounts, or so much thereof as 
may be necessary, for the remainder of the fiscal year 
ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and one, are here- 
by appropriated out of any moneys in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated : 

Salaries, assessment officers and employees: For sa- 
laries of supervisor of asseh'sment, division assessors, dis- 
trict assessors, clerks, interpreters and employees, at 
rates of compensation not to exceed the rates in this act 
provided, thirty-six thousand dcDdrs. 

Contingent and travelling expeiihf^^'] assessment offi- 
eers: For printing stationery, blanks, travelling expenses 
and such other expenses actually necessary for the assess- 
ment of property, thirty thousand dollars. 

Salaries, internal revenue agents: For salaries ^ of 
chief of internal revenue agents, internal revenue agent's 
and necessary clerks, five thousand dollars. 

Travelling expenses, internal r-evenue agents : For ne- 
cessary travelling expenses actually incurred in the dis- 
charge of official duties, three thousand two hundred 
dollars. 

Contingent expenses, internal revenue agents: For 
printing, stationery, blanks and such other incidental 
expenses as may be actually required by internal revenue 
agents in the discharge of official duties, three thousand 
three hundred dollars. 

Commission to internal revenue stamp agents: For 
estimated amount of conmiission that may accrue to in- 
ternal revenue stamp agents under the provisions of this 
act, five thousand dollars. 

Salaries, collectors internal revenue: — For payment 
of the increased salaries authorized to collectors of in- 
ternal revenue under the provisions of this act, one 
thousand five hundred dollars. 
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Salaries, deputy collectors internal revenue: — For 
salaries of deputy collectors appointed under the pro- 
visions of this act, five thousand dollars ; 

In all: — Eighty-nine thousand dollars. 

Section 111. — All acts, laws, decrees, orders, ordin- 
ances and circulars, or parts thereof, in conflict with the 
provisions of this act, be, and the same are hereby, 
repealed. 

Approved, January 3X^^1901. 

./:(:H:"B, 79.) 

AN ACT RELATlNa'^io: NOTARIAL PRACTICE IN PORTO RICO. 

Be it enacted^JjyJtlle Legislative Assembly of Porto Rico : 

I. — Lsu^J^rs, citizens of Porto Kico, in the exercise of 
their .projeSsion before the insular courts, may act as no- 
tai*r^svfeiving previously given bond, as provided by law 
feuf present notaries. 

* II. — Said lawyers may discharge their notarial duties, 
complying strictly with the present notarial law, with 
the exception that they shall have no limited territorial 
jurisdiction, and that within the first ten days of January 
of each year they shall send the whole of the protocol 
that they may have during the year, to the office of the 
clerk of the Supreme Court, to be kept on file at said 
office. 

III. — ^Any lawyer, acting as a notary, who does not 
comply with the provisions of the foregoing article, shall 
incur for the first time a fine oi three hundred dollars 
(f 300.00), and the second time shall be suspended defin- 
itely from his office of notar3^ This penalty shall be 
imposed by the President of the Supreme Court. 

IV. — ^The present notaries shall keep the protocols 
or records of their respective offices during the period of 
their commissions and when such commissions shall have 
expired for any legal cause whatsoever, the said protocols 
or records shall be turned over by the persons in whose 
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possession they may be, to the secretary of the Supreme 
Court and the presiding justice of the said court shall 
issue the necessary regulations to carry out the provisions 
hereof. 

V. — All laws, orders, or parts of them, in conflict with 
this act, be and the same are hereby repealed. 

VI. — This act shall take effect from after its passage. 

Approved, Jammry 31st, 1901. 


(H. B. 30.) 

AN ACr TO REGULATE AND GOVERN THE ADMISSION OF 
ATTOFINEYS AND COUNSELLORS AT LAAV TO PRACTICE IN 
THE SUPREME COUKT OF PORTO RICO AND IN THE COURTS 
OF THE ISLAND. 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of Porto Rico: 

Section 1. — As soon as may be practicable after the 
passage * of this act, the Supreme Court of Porto Rico 
shall prescribe and publish just and uniform rules and 
regulations, governing and regulating the admission of 
attorneys and counsellors at law to practice their pro- 
fessions before said court and the several courts of this 
Island. 

Section 2. — From and after the promulgation of the 
rules and regulations provided for in section 1 of this 
act, no person not previously admitted as an attorney 
or lawyer shall be permitted to practice as an attorney 
or counsellor at law before the Supreme Court of Porto 
Rico, or any of the courts of the Island, until he shall 
have been admitted to practice therein in accordance 
with said rules and regulations ; provided, that any per- 
son of good moral character, who is a member in good 
standing of the bar of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, or any United States Circuit Court or Circuit 
Court of Appeals, or of any United States District Court, 
including the United States District Court for the District 
of Porto Rico, of the Supreme Court, or the highest court 
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of any State or Territory of the United States, or of the 
Snpreme Court of the District of Columbia, shall, upon 
application in due form or upon motion in open court, 
be admitted to practice, without examination, before the 
Supreme Court of Porto Rico, and any of the courts of 
the Island, upon his producing to the court to which hiw 
application for such admission shall be made his certifi- 
cate of admission to the bar of anv of the courts of the 
United States in this section named, or other evidence 
satisfactory to the court to which his application for ad- 
mission shall be made, showing' that he is a member in 
good standing of the bar of any of the courts of the 
United States herein named, together with satisfactory 
testimonials as to his good moral character. 

Section 3. — ^The fee for admission to practice, includ- 
ing certificates of admission, in the Supreme Court of 
Porto Rico or in any of the courts of the Island, in cases 
where the applicant is required to pass an examination, 
shall be five dollars, and in all cases where the applicant 
is entitled under the provisions, of this act to admission 
to practice without examination, the fee shall be two dol- 
lars, including certificate of admission; provided, that 
such fee shall in no case be required more than once. And 
all fees for admission collected under the provisions of 
this act shall be paid by the proper officer of the court in 
which such fees are collected, to the collector of internal 
revenue within the district in which such court is locat- 
ed, and such collector shall deposit all moneys so collect- 
ed and received with the Treasurer of Porto Rico, and 
account for the same in his monthly accounts under the 
head of miscellaneous receipts of internal revenue. 

Section 4. — Members of the bar of the Supreme Court, 
of Porto Rico, or of any of the courts of the Island, who 
may be designated to serve on committees for examina- 
tion of candidates seeking admission to practice in said 
court, shall serve without compensation. 

Section 5.— All laws, decrees and orders, or parts 
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thereof, in conflict with the provisions of this act, be, 
and the same are, hereby repealed. 

Section 6.— This act shall be in force and effect from 
and after its passage. 

Approved, Januarj 31st, 1901. 


(H. B. 78.) 

an act to empower the executive council, in its dis- 
cretion, TO ENTER INTO A LEASE WITH THE COMPANfA 
DE LOS FERROCARRILES DE PUERTO RICO. 

jBe it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of Porto Rico: 

Section 1. — If, in its discretion, the Exf^cutive Council 
of Porto Rico may see fit to grant any franchise or fran- 
chises to the Compaiiia de los Ferrocarriles de Puerto 
Rico, in ccmsideration of the adjustment of any and all 
differences now and heretofore existing between the said 
company and the Government of Porto Rico, and if it 
shall seem wise and proper for the said Executive Council 
to award to the said railroad company any right to the 
use of any real estate in the city of San Juan, then the 
Executive Council is hereby authorized, in its discretion, 
to enter into a lease of the two parcels of real estate spe- 
cified in section 2 of this act, or any part or parcel thereof 
as to the Council may seem right and proper, either with 
or without the appurtenances thereon, as the Council may 
determine, for the term of fifty (50) years, at such annual 
rental as to the Council may seem proper: Provided, 
nothing herein contained shall in any way be construed 
to make it obligatory upon the said Executive Council to 
enter into any lease whatsoever for the said land herein- 
after described, or any part thereof, unless the Council 
shall deem it wise and to the best interests of the Island 
of Porto Rico to do so. 

Section 2. — The parcels of real estate, the whole or 
any part or parcel thereof which may, in the exercise of 
the discretion of the Executive Ccmncil, be leased under 
and pursuant to the terms of this act, are within the city 
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of San Jnan, Porto Eico, and same appear described as 
follows, viz. : — 

1. — ^The parcel known and designated asManzana No. 
14, upon the plan of the Board of Public Works, said par- 
cel being bounded by calle E on the north, calle D on the 
south, calle L on the east and calle M on the west, and 
its dimensions being 67.5 metres more or less by 70 me- 
tres more or less, and its area being 4,725 square metres 
more or less. 

2. — ^A parcel bounded as follows : Beginning at a point 
formed bv the intersection of the east side of calle C and 
the south side of calle D [said point being 21.31 metres 
from the south-west corner of part '^e" of Manzana N<3. 
13 on the plan of the Board of Public Works and said 
point also being 24.04 metres from the southeast corner 
of lot A, now occupied by the factor}^ of the Porto Rican 
American Tobacco Company], thence following the south 
side of calle D in an easterly direction for a distance of 
169.00 metres, then at right angles to the last line in a 
westerly direction for a distance of 149.62 metres, thence 
along the east line of calle C for a distance of 36.9 me- 
, tres, back to the point of beginning, the whole contain- 
ing an area of square metres. 

Section 3. — ^All laws and parts of laws in conflict with 
this act, be, and the same are hereby repealed. 

Section 4.— This act shall take effect immediately 
after its passage. 

Approved J January 31st, 1901. 


(H. B. 8.) 

AN ACT TO CREATE ANO PROVIDE FOR AN INSULAR I^OLICF: 

OF PORTO RICO. 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of Porto Rico: 

Section 1. — The body or organization heretofore 
known as the Insular Police, shall hereafter be known 
and designated as the Insular Police of Porto Eico. 
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Section 2.— The duty of the insular police shall be, 
to protect persons and property and maintain and pre- 
serve public order in the rural districts of the Island, and 
also within all pueblos wherein the population, according 
to the official census had in 1899-1900, is less than six 
thousand (6,000) people: and there shall hereafter be no 
municipal police in any pueblp containing less than such 
population of six thousand (6,000) people. 

Section 3.— It shall also be the duty of the insular 
police to maintain and preserve peace and public order in 
all the cities and pueblos of the Island, containing more 
than six thousand (6,000) people, in the following cases : 

1st. When riot or serious disorder is occurring or when 
in the opinion of the officer in charge, riot or serious dis- 
order is about to occur therein, or, 

2nd. When the mayor or go verning authorities of the 
city request the presence of the insular police, or, 

3rd. When the Governor, in his discretion, may order 
the insular police into any such city or pueblo. 

In all cases where the insular police shall perform du- 
ty within cities and pueblos, pursuant to sub-divisions 1. 
2 and 3 of this section, their authority shall always be 
paramount to that of the municipal police, and it is here- 
by made obligatory upon the municipal police of any city 
or pueblo into which the insular police may go, pursua.nt 
to the aforesaid sub-divisions, to regard the authority of 
the insular police as superior. 

The posts of the insular police shall, as far as practi- 
cable, be established and maintained within the cities and 
pueblos of the Island, and it is hereby made the duty of 
the insular police commission to so distribute the insular 
police force as to giveinmilar police protection to as many 
cities and pueblos as may be practicable, consistent al- 
ways with efficiency and the best management of the force 
pursuant to the provisions of this law. 

Section 4. — The control of the insular police is hereby 
vested in the commanding officer thereof, subject to the 
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direction of the Governor, and the supervision of admin- 
istrative detail respecting said force is vested in the in- 
sular pohce commission herein provided for. 

Section 5.— The Governor of Porto Rico, bv and with 
the consent of the Executive Council, is hereby author- 
ized to appoint an insular police commission, to be com- 
posed of the commanding officer and two reputable citi- 
zens, who shall serve as commissioners without compen- 
sation and w^hose duties shall be as hereinafter defined, 
and one of whom shall be a physician. The term of 
office of the two commissioners not in the insular 
police shall be two years: provided that the first 
commissioners not in said force, appointed under this 
act. shall be aj)pointed for one and two years res- 
pectively. 

Section 6. — It shall be the duty of the said insular 
police commission to establish rules and regulations pre- 
scribing rigid physical and moral qualifications as condi- 
tions of enlistment in the insular pohce, and such rules cand 
regulations shall be approved by the Governor before they 
become operative, and, when such approval is had, they 
shall be published as the official rules of the insular police 
commission, and thereafter all appointments of persons 
enlisted shall be made pursuant to such rules and regu- 
lations. 

Section 7. — The said insular police commission shall 
also make rules and regulations concerning courts-mar- 
tial, and in all respects generally covering the conduct of 
the police force, with a view to establishing the same upon 
a basis of the greatest possible usefulness in the public 
service, but no* such rules or regulations shall be effective 
or valid until first approved by the Go vernor of the Island. 

Section 8. — It shall also be the duty of the said insu- 
lar police commission to examine all applicants for en- 
listment and to appoint all privates according to their 
respective merits as applicants, and no person enlisted 
as a private or non-commissioned officer in the present 
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insular police shall be removed by the said commission, 
except by expiration of term of enlistment, or for physical 
incompetency, or because of sentence of court-martial, or 
by conviction of a crime before a civil court. 

Section 9.— All officers of the Insular Police of Porto 
Kico shall be commissioned by the Governor, and all pro- 
motions above the rank of second lieutenant shall be 
made at the pleasure of the Governor ; second lieutenants 
shall be appointed by the Governor from a list of three 
for each vacancy, which list shall be forwarded to the 
Governor after the commission has held competitive ex- 
amination of non-commissioned officers. Non-commis- 
sioned officers shall be appointed by the commanding 
officer of the insular police, upon the recommendation of 
the several captains, after competitive examination of 
applicants from the ranks. Commissions issued to per- 
sons holding appointments in the existing insular police 
force shall bear date from the time of their respective 
appointments therein. 

Section 10. — ^AU enlistments hereafter made shall 
be for a term of two years. Applicants for enlistment 
must be bona Sde citizens of Porto Rico, between the ages 
of twenty-one and forty years, of good character and 
sound health, able to read and write, weighing not less 
than one hundred and thirty pounds, standing not less 
than five feet six inches (1.68 metres) English standard, 
and possessing a chest movement of at least two inches. 

Section 11. — The said insular police commission, with 
the approval of the Governor, shall fix the compensation 
of the officers and enlisted men of the insular police; pro- 
vided, that the maximum annual compensation shall never 
exceed the following rates : chief, twenty-five hundred dol- 
lars ; captain and assistant chief, sixteen hundred dollars ; 
cajjtains, fifteen hundred dollars; first lieutenant and ad- 
jutant, one thousand dollars; first lieutenant and pay- 
master, twelve hundred dollars; first lieutenants, one 
thousand dollars; seccmd lieutenants, nine hundred dol- 
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lars; sergeants, six hundred dollars; corporals, four hun- 
dred and eighty dollars ; mounted privates, four hundred 
and twenty dollars; privates, three hundred and sixtv 
dollars. 

Section 12.— The strength of the Insular Police of 
Porto Rico shall be such as the insular police commission , 
with the approval of the Governor, may determine, but 
the maximum force shall never exceed one chief ; one c^ip- 
tain and assistant chief ; four captains ; one first lieuten- 
ant and adjutant; one first lieutenant and paymaster; 
five first lieutenants ; five second lieutenants ; twenty-six 
sergeants, to be non-commissioned officers ; seventy cor- 
porals, to be non-commissioned officers; and one hun- 
dred and twenty-five mounted privates, and five hundred 
privates. 

Section 13. — The said insular police commission shall 
authorize all necessary expenditures, and shall approve 
all vouchers for forage, shoeing of horses, rent of quarters, 
furniture, travelling expenses and transportation, sta- 
bling of horses, lighting, postage, and other necessary 
incidental expenses, such approval to be evidenced by the 
signature of the president of the commission. 

Section 14. — From and after the passage and appro- 
val of this act, all officers and enlisted men in the exist- 
ing insular police shall be regarded as officers and en- 
listed men in the Insular Police of Porto Rico ; provided 
that the terms of enlistment of all enlisted men who have 
enlisted in the insular police shall terminate at the end 
of two years from date of such enlistment, unless such 
persons tender their resignations to the commanding 
officers before April 1 , 1901, or are otherwise removed 
from service; all officers of the insular police now serving 
shall be subject, however, to appointment and commis- 
si(m by the Governor, and shall hold their commissions 
at the pleasure of the Grovemor. 

Section 15. — Anv non-commissioned officer whose 
term of enlistment expires, shall retain his rank if he re- 
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enlists within ten days from date of such discharge, and 
such re-enlistment may be had without re-examination in 
case the applicant is favorably recommended by the com- 
manding officer of the force. 

Section 16. — In all pueblos where, pursuant to the 
provisions of this law, the insular police have exclusive 
jurisdiction, it shall be the duty of the chief of the insu- 
lar police to designate an insular policeman who shall 
serve any and all processes in criminal actions which may 
be issued from the police court or by the municipal judge 
within such pueblos ; and in all such pueblos or in any 
city of the Island, if the municipal judge or the police 
judge deems it necessary in order to secure the apprehen- 
sion or arrest of a person charged with crime, that insu- 
lar police assistance is necessary, he may request the 
same of the nearest insular policeman; whereupon, it 
shall be the duty of such policeman to furnish such aid 
as may be necessary to serve and make effective such pro- 
cesses so issued as aforesaid, and in order to make effec- 
tive this provision, it is hereby made the duty of the in- 
sular police commission to establish rules and regula- 
tions accordingly. 

Section 17. — For carrying into effect the provisions 
of this act, the sum of sixtj^-five thousand one hundred 
and fifty dollars i& hereby appropriated, from any moneys 
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the ser- 
vice for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen 
hundred and two, being in addition to the amount pro- 
vided in the appropriation act for said fiscal year ; and 
the further sum of twenty-five thousand dollars is hereby 
appropriated, from any moneys in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, to pay the increased force under 
this act provided, during the remainder of the present 
fiscal year. 

Section 18.— All laws, orders and decrees, or parts 
thereof, in confiict with the provisions of this act be, and 
the same are, hereby repealed. 
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Section 19. — ^This act Hhall be in force and effect from 
and after its pasBa^ge. 

Approved y January 31th, 1901. 


(C. B. 7.) 

AN ACT concerning PROCEDURE IN JURY TRIALS. 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly ofPoito Rico : 

Section 1 — A jury is a body of men selected from the 
citizens of a i)articular district, and invested with power 
to try questions of fact. 

Section 2. — A jury shall consist of twelve men who 
must unanimously concur in any verdict rendered. 

QUALIFICATIONS OF JURORS. 

Section 8.— A person is competent to act as a Juror 

if he be : 

1. — A male citizen of the United States or of Porto Rico 

of the age of twenty-one and not more than sixty 

years, who shall have been a resident of the Island 

one year, and of the district or county ninety days 

before being selected and returned. 

2. — In possession of his natural faculties and of ordinary 

intelligence, and not decrepit. 
8. — Possessed of sufficient knowledge of the Spanish lan- 
guage. 
4.— Assessed on the last assessment roll of the district 
or county on property of the value of at least two 
hundred dollars belonging to him. 
Section 4. — A person is not competent to act as a 
juror : 
1.— Who does not possess the qualifications prescribed 

by the preceding section, or 
2.— Who has been convicted of malfeasance of office or 
any felony or other high crime. 
Section 5. — ^A ])erson is exempt from liability to act 
as a juror if he be : 
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1. — ^A judicial, civil or military officer of the United 

States or of this Island. 
2. — A person holding a* county, township or town office. 
3. — An attorney at law in practice. 
4. — ^A minister of the gospel, .or a priest of any denom- 
ination, or an editor following his profession, 
i). — A teacher in a university, college, academy or school. 
6. — A practicing physiciaji or druggist actually engaged 

in the business of dispensing medicines. 
7.— An officer, keeper, or attendant of an almshouse, 

hospital, asylum or other charitable institution. 
8. — Engaged in the performance of duty as officer or at- 
tendant of the insular prison, penitentiary orcount^^ 
jail. 
9. — An express agent, mail carrier, superintendent, 
employee, or operator of a telegraph line doing a 
general telegraph business in the Island. 
10. — An active member of the militia or insular police 

of Porto Rico. 
11. — A superintendent, engineer or conductor on a rail- 
road. 
The court must discharge a person from serving as a 
trial juror in either of the following cases : 

Where it satisfactorily appears that he is not compe- 
tent; and. 

Where it satisfactorily appears that he is exempt and 
claims the benefit of exemption. 

Section 6. — ^A juror must not be excused by a court 
for slight or trivial cause or for hardship or inconvenience 
to his business, but only when material injury or destruc- 
tion to his property, or of property entrusted to him, is 
threatened, or when his own health, or the sickness or 
death of a member of his family requires his absence. 

Section 7. — If a person exempt from liability to act as 
juror as provided in section 4, be summoned as a juror, 
he may make and transmit his affidavit to the clerk of the 
court for which he is summoned, stating his office, occu- 
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])ation or employment, and such affidavit must be deliv- 
ered by the clerk to the judge of the court where the name 
of such person is called, and if sufficient in substance, 
must be received as evidence of his right to exemption, 
and as an excuse for non-attendance in person. The affi- 
davit must then be filed by the clerk. 

SELECTING AND RETURNING JURORS. 

Section 8.— Upon the first Monday of April, of each 
year, it shall be the duty of the judges of the District 
Court, or of a majority of them, to select the names of 
three tax paying citizens, resident within the district in 
which the court is held, to serve as jury commissioners 
for the ensuing year after their appointment. 

Section 9. — The persons so selected must possess the 
qualifications of jurors, and in addition thereto they shall 
not have any personal interest in any litigation pending 
before the court at the time that they convene. 

Section 10. — ^The judges shall cause such persons to 
be notified of their appointment upon the day of their se- 
lection, and within three days thereafter such jury com- 
missioners shall meet at the place designated by the judges 
or at the county seat of the county, and must take an 
oath before one of the judges of the District Court to the 
effect that they will each perform the duties of jury cotn- 
missioner, to the best of their skill and understanding. 

Section 11. — It shall then be the duty of the said jury 
commissioners to select the names of two hundred persons 
(jualified to serve as jurors, and they must make a list of 
the names of such persons. 

Section 12. — A list of the names of the persons so 
selected, showing the place of residence of each of them 
must beniade out and signed by the jury commissioners or 
a majority of them. Within two days thereafter the list 
nmst be delivered by the jury commissioners to a judge 
of the District Court, to be filed by him in the court. For 
the purpose of selecting such names they shall have free 
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access to the tax lists or books of any county or munici- 
pality. 

Section 13. — Immediately after the list has been de- 
livered to him, the secretary of the court, under the 
direction of the judges, must prepare suitable ballots, 
by writing the name of each juror so selected, as contained 
in the list, on separate pieces of paper. The ballots must 
be uniform, as nearly as may be, in appearance ; and the 
secretary must deposit them in a box kept for that 
purpose. 

Section 14. — The persons whose names are so returned 
shall be known as regular trial jurors of the District Court, 
for the district in which they have been drawn, and they 
must serve for one year and until other persons are selec- 
ted and returned. 

DRAWING JURORS. 

Section 15. — Cases where the defendants have elected 
to be tried by jury, shall be tried in sequence as far as 
may be practicable. 

Section 16. — Whenever the criminal business of the 
District Court requires the attendance of a trial jurj^, and no 
jury is in attendance, tlje court may make an order direct- 
ing that a trial jury be drawn and summoned to attend 
before said court. Such order must specify the number 
of jurors to be drawn, which shall not exceed twenty-four, 
and the time at which the jurors are required to attend. 
And the court may direct that criminal cases, in which a 
jury may be required, be ccmtinued and ftxed for trial 
when a jury shall be in attendance. 

Section 17. — Immediately upcm the order mentioned 
in the preceding section, being made, the secretary or 
clerk of the court, shall, in the presence of the judges, 
proceed to draw the jurors from the box, as follows : 

1st. — The secretary or clerk must shake the box con- 
taining the names of the two hundred trial jurors so as 
to mix the slips of paper upon which the names are writ- 
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ten, and he shall then draw from said box as many slij^H 
of paper as are ordered b}^ the court. 

2nd. — A minute of the drawing shall be entered on the 
court records, and the name on each slip of paper so 
drawn shall appear also. 

3rd. — If the name of any person is drawn from said 
box who is dead or who may have permanently removed 
from the district, or who is exempt from jury service, and 
the fact may be xnade to appear to the satisfaction of the 
judges, the name of such person shall be omitted from the 
list, and another juror shall be drawn in his place. After 
the drawing shall be completed, the secretary or clerk 
shall make a copy of the list of names of the persons so 
drawn, and certify the same to be correct and also the 
date of the order, and of the drawing and of the number 
of jurors drawn, and the time when, and the place where 
such jurors are required to appear. Such certificate and 
list shall then be delivered to a sheriff or if there be no 
sheriff, then to some capable officer of the court for service. 

SUMMONING JURORS. 

Section 18. — The officer of the court, as soon as he 
receives the list of jurors drawn, shall summon the persons 
named to attend the court at the time mentioned in the 
order, by leaving written notice to that effect at the 
jurors' places of residence, or by giving personal notice to 
each of them, and he shall then return the list to the 
court, specifying the names of those who have been sum- 
moned, and the manner in which each was notified. 

Section 19. — If a sufficient number of trial jurors duly 
drawn and notified, do not attend, or cannot be obtained 
in the opinion of the judges, without great delay or ex- 
pense to form a jury, the court may, in its discretion, 
direct the secretary to draw from the box, in the presence 
of the court, the names of as many persons as the court 
deems sufficient for that purpose. 

Section 20. — The sheriff or officer of the court nuist 
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forthwith notify each person 80 drawn, and nmke a re- 
turn as prescribed heretofore in this article. 

FEES AND MILEAGE OF JURORS. 

Section 21. — Jurors shall receive one dollar and flftv 
eents per dienu and where they live more than two miles 
from the court, they shall be allowed ten cents per mile for 
going to court and returning to their homes, where a(v 
tual travelling has been done. 

FAILING TO APPEAR* 

Section 22. — If any j)erii;on summoned to •appear as 
trial juror fails, refuses, or neglects to appear, he shall be 
considered guilty of contempt of court, and may be fined 
Iby the court in any sum not less than five dollars nor 
more than twenty-ftve dollars ; and if any person, when 
second order or attachment is issued, neglects or refuses 
to appear, he nmy be fined as above provided and im- 
j)riscmed by the court not longer than ten days in the 
municipal jail. 

Section 23, — The defendant must be personally pres- 
ent at the time of his trial, and his counsel may be with 
him at such time, and the court shall always be open to 
the public during the time of such trial. 

(CHALLENGING THE JURY, 

Section 24, — The defendant or his counsel may chal- 
lenge trial jurors. 

Section 25. — A. challenge is an objection made to 
a trial juror, and is of two kinds : 
1, — ^To the panel. 
2. — To an individual juror. 

Section 26. — When several defendants are tried to* 
gether, they cannot sever their challenges, but must join 
therein. 

Section 27.— The panel is a list of jurors returned by 
the sheriff or other d(\signated official of the court to 
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nerve at a particular court, or for the trial of a particular 
action. 

Section 28.^A challenge to the panel in an objection 
made to all the jurors returned, and may be taken by 
either party. 

Section 29.— A challenge to the panel only can be 
founded on a material departure from the forms prescribed 
in respect to the drawing and return of the jury as by 
this act provided in civil actions, or on the intentional 
omission of the officer of the court to summon one or 
more of the jurors drawn. 

SECTidi^ 30. — A challenge to the panel must be taken 
before a joror is sworn, and must be in writing or be noted 
by the secretary or reporter, and must plainly and dis- 
tinctly state the facts constituting the ground of chal- 
lenge. 

Section 31. — If the sufficiency of the facts alleged as 
ground of the challenge is denied, the adverse party may 
except to the challenge. The exception need not be in 
writing, but must be entered on the minutes of the court 
or of the secretary or reporter, and thereupon the court 
must proceed totry the sufficiency of the challenge, assum- 
ing the facts alleged therein to be true. 

Section 32. — If, on the exception, the court finds the 
challenge sufficient, it may, if justice requires it, permit 
the party excepting to withdraw his exception, and to 
deny the facts alleged in the challenge. If the exception is 
allowed, the court may, in like manner, permit an amend-r 
ment of the challenge. 

Section 33.— If the challenge is denied, the denial may 
bf oral, and must be entered on the minutes of the court 
or of the secretary or reporter, and the court must pro- 
ceed to try the question of fact ; and upon such trial, the 
officers, whether judicial or ministerial, whose irregularity 
is complained of, as well as any other persons, may be 
examined to prove or disprove the facts alleged as the 
ground of the challenge. 
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Section 84. — When the panel is formed from persons 
whose names are now drawn as jurors, a challenge may 
be taken to the panel on account of any bias of the officer 
who summoned them, which would be good ground of 
challenge to a juror. Such challenge must be made in the 
same form, and determined in the same manner, as if 
made to a juror. 

Section 35. — If, either upon an exception to a chal- 
lenge or a denial of the facts, the challenge is allowed , 
the court must discharge the jury so far as the trial in 
<luestion is concerned. If it is disallowed the court must 
direct the jury to be impanelled. 

Section 86. — Before a juror is called, the defendant 
must be informed by the court, or under its direction, 
that if he intends to challenge an individual juror he 
must do so-when the juror appears, and before he is sworn. 

Section 37. — A challenge to an individual juror is 
either : 
1.— Peremptory ; or 
2. — For cause. 

Section 38.— It must be taken when the juror appears, 
and before he is sworn to try the cause ; but the court may 
for cause permit it to be taken after the juror is sworn, 
and before the jury is completed. 

Section 39. — A peremptory challenge can be taken by 
either party, and may be oral. It is an objection to a 
juror for which no reason need be given, but upon which 
the court must exclude him. 

Section 40. — If the offense charged be punishable with 
death, or with imprisonment in the Island prison for life, 
the defendant is entitled to sixteen and the Island to 
eight peremptory challenges. On a trial for any other 
offense, the defendant is entitled to six and the Island to 
three peremptory challenges. 

Section 41. — A challenge for cause may be taken by 
either party. It is an objection to a particular juror, and 
is either : 
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1, — (xeiieral — ^that the juror i» diBqiialified from serving 
in any case ; or 

2. — ^Particular — that he is disqualified from serving in 
the action on trial. 
Section 42. — General causes of challenge are : 

1 . — ^A conviction for felony. 

2. — A want of any of the qualifications prescribed by 
law to render a person a competent juror. 

8. — Unsoundness of mind, or such defect in the faculties 
of the mind or organs of the body as renders him in- 
capable or performing the duties of a juror. 
Section 43. — ^Particular causes of challenge are of 
two kinds: 

1. — For such a bias as, when the existence of the facts 
is ascertained, in judgment of law^ disqualifies the 
juror, and which is known in this law as implied bias. 

2. — For the existence of a state of mind on the part of the 
juror in reference to the case, or to either of the par- 
ties, which will prevent him from acting with entire 
impartiality and without prejudice to the substantial- 
rights of either party, which is known in this law as. 
actual bias. 
Section 44. — A challenge for implied bias maj'^ be 
taken for all or any of the following causes, and for no 
other: 

1. — Consanguinity or aflBnity within the fourth degree 
to the person alleged to be injured by the offense 
charged, or on whose complaint the prosecution 
was instituted, or to the defendant. 

2. — Standing in the relation of guardian and ward, at- 
torney and client, master and servant, or landlord 
or tenant, or being a member of the family of the 
defendant, or of the person alleged to be injured by 
the offense charged, or on whose complaint the 
l)rosecutioii was instituted, or in his employment 
on wages. 

•{.—Being a party adverse to the defendant in a civil 
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action, or having been complained against or ac- 
cused by him in a criminal prosecution. 
4. — ^^Having served on a tria^ Jury which has tried an- 
other person for the offense charged. 
5. — Having been one of a jury formerly sworn to try 
the same charge, and whose verdict was set aside, 
or which was discharged without a verdict after the 
case was submitted to it. 
6. — If the offense charged be punishable with death, the 
entertaining of such conscientious opinions as would 
preclude his finding the defendant guilty ; ii;i which 
case he must neither be permitted nor compelled to 
serve as a juror. 
Section 45. — An exemption from service on a jury is 
not a cause of challenge, but the privilege of the person 
exempted. 

Section 46. — No person shall be disqualified as a ju- 
ror by reason of having formed or expressed an opinion 
upon the matter or cause to be submitted to such jury, 
founded upon public rumor, statements in public jour- 
nals, or common notoriety ; provided it appear to the 
court, upon his declaration, under oath or otherwise, 
that he can and will, notwithstanding such an opinion, 
act impartially and fairly upon the matters to be sub- 
mitted to him. The challenge may be oral, but must be 
entered in the minutes of the court or of the secretary or 
reporter. 

Section 47. — If the facts are denied, the challenge 
must be tried by the court. 

Section 48.— Upon the trial of a challenge to an in- 
<iividual juror, the juror challenged may be examined as 
a witness to prove or disprove the challenge, and must 
answ^er every question pertinent to the inquiry. 

Section 49. — Other witnesses may also be examined 
on either side, and the rules of evidence applicable to the 
trial of other issues govern the admission or exclusion of 
evidence on the trial of the challenge. 
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Section 50. — The court must allow or disallow the 
challenge, and its decision must be entered in the minutes 
of the court. 

Section 51.— All challenges to an individual juror, 
except peremptory, must be taken, first by the defendant, 
and then by the fiscal or prosecuting attorney, and each 
party nmst exhaust all his or its challenges before the 
other party begins. 

Section 52. — The challenges of either party for cause 
need not all be taken at once, but they must be taken 
separately, in the following order, including in each chal- 
lenge all the causes of challenge belonging to the same 
class : 
1 . — To the panel. 

2. — ^To an individual juror, for a general disqualifi- 
cation. 
8. — To an individual juror, for an implied bias. 
4. — To an individual juror, for an actual bias. 
Section 53.— If all challenges on both sides are dis- 
allowed, either party, first the fiscal or prosecuting at- 
torney, and then the defendant, may take a peremptory 
challenge, unless the party's peremptory challenges are 
exhausted. 

THE trial. 

Section 54. — The jury having been impaneled, the 
clerk or judge of the court, shall orally administer to 
them the following oath: — ''You, and each of you. do 
solemnly swear that you will well and truly try the cause 
now pending before the court, and a true verdict render, 
according to the evidence ; so help you God.'' 

The trial must then proceed, in the following order, 

unless otherwise directed by the court : 

1. — If the accusation, indictment or information be for 

felony, the clerk must read it, and state the plea of 

the defendant to the jury, and in cases where it 

charges a previous conviction, and the defendant 
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has confeHsed the same, the clerk in reading it shall 
omit therefrom all that relates to such previous 
conviction. In all other cases this formality may 
be dispensed with, 
2, — The district attorney, or other counsel for the peo- 
ple, must open the cause and offer the evidence in 
support of the charge, 
S. — The defendant or his counsel may then open the de- 

fense, and offer his evidence in support thereof. 
4. — The parties may then respectively offer rebutting 
testimony only, unless the court, for good reason, 
in furtherance of justice, permit them to offer evi- 
dence upon their original case. 
T). — When the evidence is concluded, unless the case is 
submitted to the jury on either side, or on both 
sides, without argument, the district attorney, or 
other counsel for the people, and counsel for the de- 
fendant, may argue the case to the court and jury ; 
the district attorney, or other counsel for the people, 
opening the argument, and having the right to close, 
6. — The judge may then charge the jury in writing, and 
must do so on any points pertinent to the issue, if 
requested by either party; and he may state the 
testimony and declare the law. 
Section 55. — When the state of the pleadings requires 
it, or in any other case, for good reasons, and in the 
sound discretion of the court-, the order prescribed in the 
last section may be departed from. 

Section 5(>. — If the ficcusation, indictment or in- 
formation be for an offense punishable with death, two 
counsel on each side may argue the cas? to the jury. If 
it be for any other offense, the court, may, in its discre- 
tion, restrict the argument to one counsel on each side. 

Section 57. — A defendant in a criminal action is })re- 
sumed to be innocent until the contrary is proved, and in 
case of a reasoimble doubt whether his guilt is satisfac- 
torily shown, he is entitled to an acquittal. 
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Section 58.— When it appears that the defendant has 
committed a public offense, and there is reasonable 
ground of doubt in which of two or more deg:rees he is 
guilty, he can be convicted of the lowest of such degrees 
only. 

Section 59. — When two or more defend ants are jointly 
charged with a felony, any defendant requiring it must be 
tried separately. In other cases the defendants jointly 
charged may be tried separately or jointly in the discre- 
tion of the court. 

Section 60. — When two or more persons are included 
in the same charge, the court may, at any time before the 
defendants have gone into their defense, on the apj)lica- 
tion of the district attornev, direct any defendant to be 
discharged, that he may be a witness for the people. 

Section 61. — When two or more persons are included 
in the same accusation, indictment or infornmtion, and 
the court is of opinion that in regard to a particular de- 
fendant there is not sufficient evidence to put him on his 
defense, it must order him to be discharged before the 
evidence is closed, that he mav be a witness for his co- 
defendant. 

Section 62. — The order mentioned in the last two sec- 
tions is an acquittal of the defendant discharged, and is 
a bar to another prosecution for the same offense. 

Section 68. — ^The rules of evidence in criminal actions 
shall be, so far as the same be applicable, those which 
apply in civil actions. The defendant is a competent 
witness in his own behalf, and as such mav be sworn and 
testify ; but the jury, in judging of his credibility, may 
take into consideration the fact that he is the defendant, 
and the nature and enormity of the crime with which he 
stands charged, but his failure to testify must not be 
used to his prejudice and the attorney prosecuting must 
not comment to the court or jury on the same. 

Se(^tion 64. — ^IJpon a trial for treason, the defendant 
cannot be convicted unless upon the testimony of two 
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witnesses to the same overt act, or upon confession in 
open court ; nor can evidence be admitted of an oA^ert act 
not expressly charged in the accusation, indictment or 
information; nor can the defendant be convicted unless 
one or more overt acts be expressly alleged therein. 

Section 65.— Upon a trial for conspiracy, in a case 
where an overt act is necessary to constitute the offense, 
the defendant cannot be convicted unless one or more overt 
acts are expressly alleged in the accusation, indictment 
or information, nor unless one of the acts alleged is 
proved ; but other overt acts not alleged may be given in 
evidence. 

Section 60. — Upon a trial for murder, the conimis- 
8ion of the homicide by the defendant being proved, the 
burden of proving circumstances of mitigation, or that 
justify or excuse it, devoWes upon him, unless the proof 
on the part of the i)rosecutii)n tends to show that the 
crime committed only amounts to manslaughter, or that 
the defendant was justifiable or excusable. 

Section 67.— A conviction cannot be had on the tes- 
timony of an accomplice, unless he is corroborated by 
other evidence, which in itself, and without the aid of the 
testimony of the accomplice, tends to connect the defen- 
dant with the commission of the offense ; and the corro- 
boration is not sufficient, if it merely shows the commis- 
sion of the offense, or the circumstances thereof. 

Section 68. — If, at any time after the cA^dence on 
either side is closed, the court deems it insufficient to war- 
rant a conviction, it may advise the jury to acquit the 
defendant. But the jury are not bound by the advice. 

Section 69. — When, in the opinion of the court, it is 
proper that the jury should view the place in which the 
offense is charged to have been committed, or in which 
any other material fact occurred, it may order the jury 
to be conducted in a body, in the custody of the sheriff, 
or other designated officer, to the place, which must be 
shown to them by a perscm appointed by the court for 
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that purpone; and the sheriff, or other officer of the 
court, must be sworn to suffer no person to speak or com- 
municate to the jury, nor to do so himself, on any subject 
connected with the trial, and to return them into court 
without unnecessary delay, or at a specified time. 

Section 70.— If a juror has any personal knowledg-e 
respecting a fact in controversy in a cause, he must 
declare the same in open court during the trial. If, during- 
the retirement of the jury, a juror declare a fact which 
should be evidence in the cause, as of his own knowledge, 
the jury must return into court. In either of these cases, 
the juror making the statement must be sworn as a wit- 
ness and examined in the presence of the parties. 

Section 71. — ^The jurors sworn to try an action may, 
atanj^ time before the submission of the cause to the jury, 
in the discretion of the court, be permitted to separate or 
be kept in charge of a proper officer. The officer must be 
sworn to keep the jurors together, until the next meetinfr 
of the court, to suffer no person to speak to them or 
communicate with them, nor to do so himself, on any 
subject connected with the trial, and to return them into 
court at the next meeting thereof. 

Section 72. — ^The jury must also, at each adjourn- 
ment of the court, whether permitted to separate or kei)t 
in charge of officers, be admonished by the court that it 
is their duty not to converse among themselves, or with 
any one else, on any subject connected with the trial, or 
to form or express any opinion thereon until the cause 
is finally submitted to them. 

Section 73. — If, before the conclusion of the trial, a 
juror becomes sick so as to be unable to perform his duty, 
the court may order him to be discharged. In that case, 
a new^ juror may be sworn, and the trial begun anew, or 
the jury may be discharged, and a new jury then or 
afterwards empaneled. 

Section 74. — The ccmrt must decide all questions of 
law which arise in the course of a trial. 
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Section 75.— On a trial for libel,, the jury has the 
right to determine the law and the fact. 

Section 76. — ^On a trial for any other offense than 
libel, questions of law are to be decided by the court, 
questions of fact by the jury; and, although the jury 
have the power to find a general verdict, which includes 
questions of law as well as of fact, they are bound, never- 
theless, to receive as law what is laid down as such by 
the court. 

Section 77. — In charging the jury the court must 
state to them all matters of law necessary for their in- 
formation. All instructions given (except such as might 
incidentally be given during the admission of evidence) 
shall be in writing, unless both parties request the giving 
of an oral instruction, or consent thereto, and when so 
given orally, all instructions must be taken down by the 
stenographic reporter. Either party may present to the 
court any written charge, and request that it be given. 
If the court thinks it correct and pertinent, it must be 
given ; if not, it must be refused. Upon each charge pre- 
sented and given or refused, the court must endorse and 
sign its decision. If part be given and part refused, the 
court must distinguish, showing by the endorsement 
what part of the charge was given and what part refused. 

Section 78. — After hearing the charge, the jury may 
either decide in court or may retire for deliberation. If 
they do not agree without retiring, an officer must be 
sworn to keep them together in some private and con- 
venient place, and not to permit any person to speak to 
or communicate with them, nor to do so himself, unless 
by order of the court, or to ask them whether they have 
agreed upon a verdict, and to return them into court- 
when they have so agreed, or when ordered by the court. 

Section 79. — When a defendant who has given bail 
appears for trial, the court may, in its discretion, at any 
time after his appearance for trial, order him to be com- 
mitted to the custody of the proper officer of the county. 
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to abide the Judgment or further order of the court, and 
he must be committed and held in custody accordingly. 

Section 80.— If the district attorney fails to attend 
at the trial, the court must appoint some attorney at 
law to perform the duties of the district attorney on 
such trial. 

CONDUCT OF THE JURY AFTER THE CAUSE IS SUBMITTED 

TO THEM. 

Section 81. — A room must be provided for the use of 
the jury, upon their retirement for deliberation, with suit- 
able furniture, fuel, lights and stationery. The court 
may order this room, and the expenses incurred in carry- 
ing the order into effect, when certified by the court, are 
a public charge. 

Section 82. — While the jury are kept together, either 
during the progress of the trial or after their retirement 
for deliberation, they must be provided by the sheriff, or 
court officer, at the expense of the people of Porto Rico/ 
with suitable and sufficient food and lodging. 

Section 83. — ^IJpon retiring for deliberation, the jury 
may take with them all papers (except depositions) which 
have been received as evidence in the cause, or copies of 
such public records or private documents given in evid- 
ence as ought not, in the opinion of the court, to be taken 
from the person having them in possession. They may 
also take with them the written instructions given, and 
notes of the testimony or other proceedings on the trial, 
taken by themselves, or any of them, but none taken by 
any other person. 

Section 84.— After the jury have retired for delibera- 
tion, if there be any disagreement between them as to the 
testimony, or if they desire to be imformed on any point 
of law arising in the cause, they must require the oflBcer 
to conduct them into court. Upon being brought into 
court, the information required must be given in the pres- 
ence of, or after notice to, the district attorney and the 
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defendant or his counsel, or after they have been called. 

Section 85. — If, after the retirement of the jury, one 
of them be taken so sick as to prevent the continuance of 
his duty, or any other accident or cause occur to prevent 
their being kept for deliberation, the jury may be dis- 
charged . 

Section 86. — Except as provided in the last section, 
the jury cannot be discharged after the cause is submitted 
to them until they have agreed upon their verdict, and 
rendered it in open court, unless by consent of both par- 
ties, entered upon the minutes, or unless at the expira- 
tion of such time as the court may deem proper, it satis- 
factorily appears that there is no reasonable probability 
that the jury can agree. 

Section 87. — In all cases where a jury is discharged 
or prevented from giving a verdict by reason of an acci- 
dent or other cause, except where the defendant is discharg- 
ed during the progress of the trial, or after the cause is 
submitted to them, the cause may be again tried. 

Section 88. — While the jury are absent, the court 
may adjourn from time to time, as to other business, but 
it must nevertheless be open for every purpose connected 
with the cause submitted to the jury, until a verdict is 
rendered or the jury discharged, 

THE VERDICT. 

Section 89. — When the jury have agreed uj)on their 
verdict, they must be conducted into court by the officer 
having them in charge. Their names must then be called, 
and if all do not appear, the rest must be discharged 
without giving a verdict. In that case the action may be 
again tried at the same or another term. 

Section 90. — The defendant must, before the verdict 
is received, appear in person. 

Section 91. — When the jury appear, they must be 
asked by the court, or clerk, whether they have agreed 
upon their verdict, and if the foreman answers in the af- 
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flrmative, they must, on being required, declare the same. 
Section 92.— The jury may render a general verdict, 
or, when they are in doubt as to the legal effect of the 
facts proved, they may, except upon a trial for libel, find 
a special verdict. 

Section 98.— A general verdict upon a plea of not 
guilty is either '^ guilty" or '* not guilty," which imports 
a conviction or acquittal of the offense charged in the in- 
dictment. Upon a plea of a former conviction or acquit- 
tal of the same offense, it is either ''for the people" or 
'•for defendant." When the defendant is acquitted on 
tfie ground that he was insane at the time of the commis- 
sion of the act charged, the verdict must be ^"^not guilty 
by reason of insanity." 

Se(^tion 94. — A special verdict is that by which the 
jury find the facts only, leaving the judgment to the 
court. It must present the conclusions of fact as estab- 
lished by the evidence, and not the evidence to prove 
them, and these conclusions of fact must be so presented 
as that nothing remains to the court but to draw con- 
clusions of law upon them. 

Section 95. — The special verdict must be reduced to 
writing by the jury, or in their presence entered upon the 
minutes of the court, read to the jury, and agreed to by 
them before they are discharged. 

Section 96. — The special verdict need not be in any 
particular form, but is sufficient if it present intelligibly 
the facts found by the jury. 

Section 97. — The court must give judgment upon the 
s])ecial verdict as follows : 
1 . — If the plea is not guilty, and the facts prove the de- 
fendant guilty of the offense charged in the accusa- 
tion, information or indictment, or of any other 
offense of which he could be convicted under that 
accusation, information or indictment, judgment 
must be given accordingly. But if otherwise, judg- 
ment of acquittal must be given. 
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2. — If the plea m a former conviction or acquittal of the 
same offense, the court must give jud^ient of ac- 
quittal or conviction, as the facts prove or fail to 
prove the former conviction, or acquittal. 

Section 98.— If the jury do not, in a special verdict, 
pronounce affirmatively or negatively on the facts neces- 
sary to enable the court to give judgment, or if they find 
the evidence of facts merely, and not the conclusions of 
fact, from the evidence, as established, to their satisfac- 
tion, the court nmst order a new trial. 

Section 99. — Whenever a crime is distinguished into 
degrees, the jury, if they convict the defendant, must find 
the degree of the crime of which he is guilty. 

Section 100. — Whenever the fact of a previous con* 
victioii' of another offense is charged in an accusation, 
information or indictment, the jury, if they find a verdict 
of guilty of the offense with which he is charged, must 
also, unless the answer of the defendant admits the 
charge, find whether or not he has suffered such previous 
conviction. The verdict of the jury upon a charge of pre- 
vious conviction may be : ^^ We find the charge of previous 
conviction true," or, "^^We find the charge of previous 
conviction not true,'' as they find that the defendant has 
or has not suffered such conviction. 

Section 101. — The jury ma^^find the defendant guilty 
of any offense, the commission of which is necessarily in- 
cluded in that with which he is charged, or of an attempt 
to commit the offense. 

Section 102. — On an accusation, information or in- 
dictment against several, if the jury cannot agree upon a 
verdict as to all, they may render a verdict as to those in 
regard to whom they do agree, on which a judgment nuist 
be entered accordingly, and the case as to the others may 
be tried by another jury. 

Section 108.— When there is a verdict of ccmviction, 
in which it appears to the court that the jury have mis- 
taken the law, the ct)urt may explain the reason for that 
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opinion, and direct the jury to reconsider their verdict, 
and if, after the reconsideration, they return the same 
verdict, it must be entered ; but when there is a verdict of 
acquittal, the court cannot require the jury to reconsider 
it. If the jury render a verdict which is neither general 
nor special, the court ina3' direct them to reconsider it. 
and it cannot be recorded until it is rendered in some 
form from which it can be clearly understood that the 
intent of the jury is either to render a general verdict oi- 
to find the facts specially, and to leave the judgment to 
the court. 

Section 104. — If the jury persist in finding an in- 
fornml verdict, from which, however, it can be clearlv 
understood that their intention is to find in favor of the 
defendant upon the issue, it nmst be entered in the t^riiis 
in which it is found, and the court must give judgment of 
acipiittal. But no judgment of conviction can be given 
unless the jury expressly find against the defendant upon 
the issue, or judgment is given against him on a special 
verdict. 

Section 105. — When a verdict is rendered, and before 
it is recorded, the jury may be polled, at the request of 
either party, in which case they nuist be severally asked 
whether it is their verdict, and if any one answers in the 
negative, the jury must be sent out for further de- 
liberation. 

Section 106. — When the verdict given is such as the 
c(mrt inav receive, the clerk must immediatelv record it 
in full upon the minutes, read it to the jury, and inquire 
of them whether it is their verdict. If any juror disagree, 
the fact must be entered upon the minutes, and the jury 
again sent (mt; but if no disagreement is expressed, the 
verdict is complete, and the jury must be discharged from 
the case. 

Section 107.— If judgment of acquittal is given on n 
general verdict, and the defendant is not detained for any 
other legal cause he must be discharged as soon as the 
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Ju(3gment in given, except where the acquittal in because of 
a variance between the pleading and proof, which may be 
obviated by a new accusation, information or indictment, 
and the court may order his detention , to the end that a new 
accusation, information or indictment may be preferred. 

Section 108. — If a general verdict is rendered against 
the defendant, or a special verdict is given, he must be 
remanded, if in custody, or if on bail, he may be com- 
mitted to the proper officer of the county to await the 
judgment of the court upon the verdict. When com- 
mitted, his bail is exonerated, or if money is deposited 
instead of bail, it must be refunded to the defendant. 

Section 109. — If the Jury render a verdict of acquittal 
on the ground of insanity, the court may order a jury to 
be summoned from the jury list of the district or county, 
to inquire whether the defendant continues to be insane. 
The court may cause the same witnesses to be summoned 
who testified on the trial, and Other witnesses, and direct 
the district attorney to conduct the proceedings, and 
counsel may appear for the defendant. The court may 
direct the sheriff or officer of the court to take the de- 
fendant and retain him in custody imtil the question of 
continuing insanity is determined. If the jury find the 
defendant insane, he shall be committed bv the sheriff or 
officer of the court to the insular insane asvlum. If the 
jury find the defendant sane, he shall be discharged.. 

THE JUDGMENT. 

Section 110, — After a plea or verdict of guilty or 
after a verdict against the defendant on plea of former 
conviction or acquittal, if the judgment be not arrested 
or a new trial granted, the court must appoint a time 
for pronouncing sentence, which must be at least two 
davs after the verdict. 

Section 111. — Upon a plea of guilty of a crime di- 
vided into degrees, the court must, before passing sen- 
tence, determine the degree. 
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Section 112. — The defendant must be pernonally pre- 
sent when sentence is pronounced. 

Section 113.— When the defendant is in custody, the 
court may direct the officer in whose custody he is to bring- 
him before it for Judgment, and the officer must do so. 

Section 114.— If the defendant has been discharged 
on bail, or has deposited money instead thereof, and does 
not appear for Judgment when his personal appearence is 
necessary, the court, in addition to the forfeiture of the 
undertaking of bail, or of the money deposited, may 
direct the clerk to issue a warrant for his arrest. 

Section 115. — The clerk, on the application of the 
district attorney shall, whether court be sitting or not, 
issue a warrant into one or more districts or counties. 

Section 116. — The warrant must be substantially in 

the following form : District : In and for the 

district or county of : The Island of Porto 

Kico to any sheriff, constable, marshal, or policeman in 

this Island: A. B. having been on the day of 

A. D. nineteen hundred and , duly ccm- 

\icted in the district court of thecounty of , 

of the crime of ( designating it generally ) , 

vou are therefore commanded forthwith to arrest the 

* 

above named A. B. and bring him befijre that Court for 
judgment. Given under my hand with the seal of said 
court, affixed, this day of A. D. nine- 
teen hundred and Bv order of the Court. 


(Seal) Clerk. 

Section 117. — When the defendant appears for judg- 
ment, he must be informed by the court, or by the clerk, 
under its direction, of the nature of the charge against 
him, and of his plea, and the verdict, if any thereon, and 
unist be asked whether he has any legal cause to show 
why judgment should not be pronounced against him. 

Section 118.— He may show for cause against the 
judgment : 
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Int. — That he is insane; and if, in the opinion of the 
court, there is reasonable ground for believing 
him to be insane, the question of insanity must 
be tried as provided by law. If, upon trial of that 
question, the jury find that he is sane, judgment 
nmst be pronounced, but if they find him insane, 
he must be committed to the insane asylum un- 
til he becomes sane ; and when notice is given of 
that fact, he must be brought before the court 
for judgment. 
2nd. — That he has good cause to offer, either in arrest 
of judgment or for a new trial ; in which case, the 
court may, in its discretion, order the judgment 
to be deferred, and proceed to decide upon a mo- 
tion in arrest of judgment or for a new trial. 
Section 119.— If no sufficient cause is alleged or ap- 
pears to the court why judgment should not be pro- 
ncmnced, it must thereupon be rendered. 

Section 120. — After a plea or verdict of guilty, where 
a discretion is conferred upon the court as to the extent 
of the punishment, the court, upon the oral suggestion of 
either party that there are circumstances which may pro- 
perly be taken into view, either in aggravation or miti- 
gation of the punishment, may, in its discretion, hear the 
same summarily, at a specified time, and upon such 
notice to the adverse party as it may direct. 

Section 121. — The circumstances must be presented 
by the testimony of witnesses examined in open court, 
except that when a witness is so sick or infirm as to be 
unable to attend, his deposition may be taken by a 
magistrate, out of court, upon such notice to the adverse 
party as the court may direct. No affidavit or testi- 
mony, or representation of any kind, verbal or written, 
can be offered to or received by the court, or a judge 
thereof, in aggravation or mitigation of the punishment, 
except as provided in this and the preceding section. 

Section 122.— A ju.igment that the defendant pay a 
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fine and costs may also direct that he be imprisoned until 
the fine is satisfied, si)ecifying the extent of the imprison- 
ment which mnst not exceed one day foreverv two dollars 
of the fine and costs. 

Section 123. — When judgment of fine is entered 
against a defendant, and it is ordered that he be coin- 
nntted until the same is paid, if at any time thereafter 
the defendant prove to the court, or judge thereof, by his 
own affidavit or that of any other person, that he is un- 
able to pay such fine and costs, or any part thereof, the 
court, or judge thereof, may order the sheriff or oflBcer 
having him in custody to release him upon his havinj^* 
been confined in jail one day for every two dollars of such 
fine and costs, or any portion thereof remaining unpaid ; 
but if the defendant do not prove to the satisfaction (if 
the court, or judge thereof, that he is unable to pay such 
fine and costs, or any part thereof, he shall not be re- 
leased from confinement, except as hereinafter provided, 
unless the sheriff or officer of the court has made the same 
u})on execution out of his property. 

Section 12 i. — Whenever any defendant is committed 
to jail for the failure to pay any fine and costs adjudged 
against him, and has failed to prove to the satisfaction 
of the court, or judge thereof, that he is unable to pay the 
same, or any part thereof, the court must order that he 
be discharged from custody when he has served one day 
for everv two dollars of such fine ; but this does not dis- 
charge the judgment for fine, which may at any time 
thereafter, within the time limited by law, be collected 
upon execution issued thereon. 

Section 125. — To secure the pecuniary responsibilities 
of a criminally indicted party, an attachment shall be 
issued against a sufficient amount of his property at the 
discretion of the court, except where the said party enters 
into a bond conditioned upon said responsibilities. The 
attachment may be issued at any stage of the trial as 
the court may deem mete. 
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Section 126.— When Judgment upon a conviction is 
rendered, the clerk must enter the same in the minutes, 
stating briefly the (offense for which the conviction was 
had, and the fact of a prior conviction (if one), and must, 
within five days, annex together and file the following 
papers, which will constitute a record of the action : 
1st. — The accusation, information or indictment, and 

a copy of the minutes of the plea or demurrer. 
2nd. — A copy of the minutes of the trial. 
8rd. — The charges given or refused, and the indorse- 
ments thereon ; and 
4th. —A copy of the judgment. 

THE execution. 

Section 127. — When a judgment, otherthanof death, 
has been })ronounced, a certified copy of the entry thereof 
upon the minutes must be forthwith furnished to the of- 
ficer whose duty it is to execute the judgment, and no 
other wari'ant or authority is necessary to justify or 
require its execution. 

Section 128.— If the judgment is for a fine alone, ex- 
ecution may be issued thereon as on a judgment in a civil 
action. 

Section 129.— If the judgment is for imprisonment, or 
a fiiie and imprisonment until it be paid, the defendant 
, must forthwith be committed to the custody of the pro- 
per officer, and by him detained until the judgment is 
complied with. 

Section 130. —If the judgment is for imprisonment in 
the insular pi'ison, the sheriff or other oflicer of the court 
must, upon receipt of a certified copy thereof, take and 
deliver the defendant to the warden of the insular prison. 
He must also deliver to the warden the certified copy of 
the judgment, and take from the warden a receiptrfor the 
defendant. 

Section 131. — ^Such sheriff or other officer, while convey- 
ing the criminal to the place of punishment, has the same 
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})ower .and like authority to require the assistance of any 
citizen of the Island in securing such criminal, and retak- 
ing him if he escapes, as such sheriff or other officer has in 
any other case ; and all f)ersons who neglect or refuse to 
assist such officer, when required, are liable to the same 
penalties as for similar refusals in other cases. 

Section 132. — Inallcases of conviction for felony, the 
court sentencing any person convicted, must attach to 
the sentence of imprisonment the provision that such im- 
])risonnlent be at hard labor; and whenever a jury des- 
ignate in their verdict any term of imprisonment, the 
same means imprisonment at hard labor. 

Section 133. — When judgment of death is rendered y 
a w^arrant signed by the judge, and attested by the clerk 
under the seal of the court, must be drawn and delivered 
to the sheriff or other officer of the court. It must state 
the conviction and judgment, and appoint a day on 
which the final judgment is to be executed, which must 
not be less than thirty nor more than sixty days from the 
time of the judgment. 

Section 134.— If, after the judgment of death, there 
is good reason to suppose that the defendant has become 
insane, the principal officer of the court with the concur- 
rence of the judge of the Court by which the judgment 
was rendered, may sumnion from the list of jurors select- 
ed for the year, a jur\^ of twelve persons to inquire into , 
the supposed insanity, and must give immediate notice 
thereof to the district attorney. 

Section 135.— The district attorney must attend the 
inquisition and may produce witnesses before the jury, 
for which purpose he may issue process iii the same man- 
ner as for witnesses to attend before the court, and dis- 
obedience thereto may be punished in like maimer as dis- 
obedience to process issued by the court. 

Section 136. — A certificate of the inquisition must be 
signed by the jurors arid the officer of the courts and filed 
with the clerk of theccmrt in which the conviction was had. 
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Section 187.— If it is found by the iiKjnisition that 
the defendant in sane, the officer of the court nnint exe- 
cute the judgment ; but if it is found that he is insane the 
officer of the court must suspend the execution of the 
judgment until he receives a warrant from the Governor 
or from the judge of the court by which the judgment was 
rendered directing the execution of the judgment. If the 
inquisition finds that the defendant is insane, the officer 
of the court must immediately transmit it to the Gov- 
ernor, who may, when tlie defendant becomes sane, issue 
a warrant appointing a day for the execution of the 
judgment. 

Section 188. — If there is good reason to suppose 
that a woman against whom a judgment of death is 
rendered is |>regnant or that a })risoner is danger- 
<m8lv sick, the officer of the court, with the concurivnce 
of the judge of the court by which the judgment was ren- 
dered, shall summon a jury of three physicians to inquire 
into the supposed pregnancy or sickness. Inmiediate 
notice thereof must be given to the district attorney of 
the district, and the provisions of section 135 and section 
186, apply to the proceedings upon the inquisition. 

Section 189. — If it is found by the inquisiticm that 
the woman is not pregnant, the officer of the court must 
execute the judgment ; if it is found that the woman is 
pregnant the officer of the court must suspend the execu- 
tion oi the judgment, and transmit the inquisition to 
the Governor, When the Governor is satisfied that the 
woman is no longer pregnant or that the prisoner is no 
longer sick, he shall issue his warrant appointing a day 
for the execution of the judgment. 

Section 140.— If for any reason a judgment of death 
has not been executed, and it remains in force, the court 
in which the conviction was had, on the application of 
the district attorney, must order the defendant to be 
brought before it, or if he is at large, a warrant for his 
iippreheiision may be issued. 


1 40 JURY PROCEDURE. 

Sbutiox 141 . — Upon the defendant beinjr brougflit be- 
fore the court, it must inquire into the facts, and if no 
lejral reasons exist against the execution of the judg- 
ment, must make an order that the oflBeer of the coiii*t 
execute the judgment at a s|>ecified time. The officer of 
the court must execute the judgment aecordingly. 

Hection 142. — A judgment of death must be executed 
within the walls or yard of a prison, or some convenient 
jirivate place in the district. The sheriff or other chief ex- 
ecutive officer of the court must be present at the execu- 
tion, and must invite the presence of a physician, the dis- 
trict attorney, and at least twelve reputable citizens, lo 
be selected by him ; and he shall, at the request of the de- 
fendant, i)ermit such priests or ministers of the gospel, not 
exceeding two, as the defendant may name, and any per- 
sons, relatives or friends, not to exceed five, to be present 
at the execution, together with such peace officers as he 
may think expedient, to witness the execution. But no 
other ])ersons than those mentioned in this section can be 
present at the execution, nor can any person under age 
be allowed to witness the same. 

Section 148. — ^After the execution, the officer of the 
court must make a return upon the death warrant, showing 
the time, mode and manner, in which it was executed, 

BILLS OF EXCEPTION. 

Kec^tion. 144.. — On the trial of an accusation, infornm- 
tion or indictment, exceptions may be taken by the 
defendant to a decision of the court : 
Ist. — 111 disallowing a challenge to the i)anel of the 

jury, or to an individual juror for implied bias. 
2nd.— In admitting or rejecting testimony on the trial 

of a challenge to a juror for actual bias. 
8rd. — In admitting or rejecting testimony, or in deciding 
any question of law not a matter of discretion, 
or in chai^ging or instructing the jury upon the 
law on the trial of the issue. 
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Section 145. — When a party desiren to liave the ex- 
ceptioiiH taken at the trial nettled in a bill of exceptions, 
the draft of a bill niunt be prepared by him and presented, 
upon notice of at least two days to the district attor- 
ney, to the judge for settlement, within ten days after 
judgment has been rendered against him, unless further 
time is granted by the judge, or by a justice of the Su- 
l)reme Court, or within that period the draft must be de- 
livered to the clerk of the court for the judge. When receiv- 
ed by the clerk, he must deliver it to the judge, or trans- 
mit it to him at the earliest period practicable. When 
settled, the bill must be signed by the judge and filed with 
the clerk of the court. 

Se(;tion 146.— Exceptions may betaken by either part.v 

to the decision of a court or judge upcm a nmtter of law : 

1st. — In granting or refusing a motion to set aside aii 

accusation, information or indictment. 
2n(l. — In granting or refusing a motion in arrest of 

judgment, 
iird. — In granting or refusing a motion for a new trial. 
4th. — In making, or refusing to make, an order after 
judgment affecting any substantial right of the 
parties. 
Section 147. — Exceptions may be taken by the defen- 
dant to a decision of the court upon a matter of law : 
1st. — In refusing to grant a motion for a change of the 

place of trial. 
2nd. — In refusing to ])ostpone the trial on motion of 
the defendant. 
Section 14H.— Where a party desires to have theexcep- 
tions mentioned in the last two sections settled in a bill 
of exceptions, the draft <)f a bill must be prepared by him 
and presented, upon notice of at least two days to the 
adverse party, to the judge, for settlement, within ten 
days after the order or ruling complained of is made, un- 
less further time is granted by the judge, or by a justice 
of the Supreme Court, *or within that period the draft 
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must be delivered to the clerk of the court for the judge. 
When received by the clerk, he must deliver it to the judge, 
or transmit it to him at the earliest period practicable. 
When settled, the bill must be signed by the judge, and 
filed with the clerk of the court. If the judge in any case 
refuses to allow an exception in accordance with the facts, 
the party desiring the bill settled may apply by petition 
to the Supreme Court to prove the same. The application 
may be made in the mode and manner, and under such 
regulations as that court may prescribe ; and the bill, 
when proven must be certified by the chief justice as cor- 
rect, and filed with the clerk ox the court in which the ac- 
tion was tried, and when so filed it has the same force and 
effect as if settled by the judge who tried the cause. If 
the judge who presided at the trial ceases to hold office 
before the bill is tendered or settled, he may nevertheless 
settle such bill, or the party may, as provided in this sec- 
tion, apply to the Supreme Cburt to prove the same. 

Section 149.— A bill of exceptions must contain so 
much of the evidence only as is necessary to present the 
questions of law upon which the exceptions were taken ; 
and the judge must upon the settlement of the bill, 
whether agreed to by the parties or not, strike out all 
other matters contained therein. 

Section 150. — When written charges have been pre- 
sented, given or refused, or when the charges have been 
taken down by reporter, the questions presented in such 
charges need not be excepted to or embodied in a bill of 
exceptions, but the written charges or the report, with 
the indorsements showing the action of the court, form 
part of the record, and any error in the decision of the 
court thereon may be taken advantage of on appeal, in 
like manner as if presented in a bill of exceptions. 

NEW TRIALS. 

Section 151.— A new trial is a re-examination of the 
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iH8ue in the same court, before another jury, after a ver- 
dict has been given. 

Section 152. — The granting of a new trial places the 
])arties in the same position as if no trial had been had. 
All the testimony must be produced anew, and the for- 
mer verdict cannot be used or referred to either in evi- 
dence or in argument or be pleaded in bar of any convic- 
tion which might have been had under the accusation, 
information or indictment. 

Section 153. — When a verdict has been rendered 
against the defendant, the court may, upon his applica- 
tion, grant a new trial in the following cases onlj'^: 
1 . — When the trial has been had in his absence. 
2.— When the jury has received any evidence out of 
court other than that resulting from a view of the 
premises. 
3. — When the jury has separated without leave of the 
court after retiring to deliberate upon their verdict, 
or been guilty of any misconduct by which a fair 
and due consideration of the case has been prevented. 
4. — When the verdict has been decided by lot, or by any 
means other than a fair expression of opinion on 
the part of all the jurors. 
5. — When the court has misdirected the jury in a mat- 
ter of law, or has erred in the decision of any ques- 
tion of law arising during the course of the trial. 
(). — When the verdict is contrarv to law or evidence. 
7. — When new evidence is discovered material to the de- 
fendant, and which he could not, with reasonable 
diligence, have discovered and produced at the trial. 
When a motion for a new trial is made upon the 
ground of newly discovered evidence, the defendant 
must jjroduce at the hearing in support thereof, the 
affidavits of the witnesses by whom such evidence is 
expected to be given, and if time is required by the 
defendant to procure such affidavits, the court may 
postpone the hearing of the motion for such length 
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of time as, under all the circumstances of the casf , 
may seem reasonable. 
Section 154. — The application for a new trial iiiiiKt 
be made before judgment. 

APPEALS TO THE SUPREME COURT. 

Section 155. — Either party in a criminal action tried 
by jury, nmy appeal to the Supreme Court on such que»s- 
tions alone as may be prescribed by law and by rule of 
the Supreme Court. 

Section 156. — Immediately after the passage of this 
act, the attorney general, with concurrence of two dis- 
trict judges, shall frame rules of procedure to carry this 
act into effect, w^hich rules, when not inconsistent with 
this act, shall govern the court and officers named there- 
in, and have the same force and effect as if incorporated 
into this act. The Attorney General, with the concur- 
rence of tw^o district judges, may from time to time amend 
said rules. A copy of said rules shall be forwarded to all 
the courts aqd officers affected thereby. The said rules 
shall prescribe the form of all notices, sunmionses, lists, 
records, ballots, entries, minutes and all records and do- 
cuments required by this act or by said rules. 

Section 157. — The foregoing act concerning proce- 
dure in jury trials shall be applicable to cases only where 
the accused has demanded a jury. 

Section 158.— The sum of one thousand dollars, or so 
nmch thereof as maybe necessary, is hereby appropriated 
out of any moneys in the treasury nor otherwise appro- 
])riated, for fees of jurors and incidental expenses neces- 
sary to carry into effect the provisions of this act during 
the present fiscal year. 

Section 159. — All laws and parts of laws in conflict 
with this law, be and the same are hereby repealed. 

Section 160. — This Act shall take effect from and af- 
ter April 1st, A. D. 1901 . 

Appix)ve(l, January 31st, 1901. 


CODE COMMISSION. 145 

(C. B. 13.) 

AN ACT ESTABLISHING A CODE COMMIS^^ION. 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of PoHo Rico: 

Section 1. — There is hereby established a Code Com- 
mission whose duty it shall be to compile, revise and codify 
a system of laws for Porto Rico, which shall include a 
Civil Code, a Political Code, a Code of Civil Procedure, 
and a Penal.Code. The said code commission is hereby 
directed to make a complete report of its work to the 
Governor of Porto Rico, who shall submit the proposed 
codes to the next Legislative Assembly of Porto Rico. 
The said proposed codes shall be in English and in Spanish. 

Section 2. — The said code commission shall consist 
of three lawyers, who shall be appointed by the Gover- 
nor, by and with consent of the Executive Council, and 
who shall receive such salaries as the Executive Council 
may prescribe. 

Section 3. — The said code commission shall com- 
mence its work on April 12th, 1901, and shall prosecute 
the same diligently, and it shall sit within the Island of 
Porto Rico. The said commission is hereby authorized 
to employ such necessary translators and assistants as 
may be deemed necessary and proper for the performance 
of its work. 

Section 4.— The sum of fifteen thousand dollars (|15,- 
000) is hereby appropriated for the salaries of the Com- 
missioners, clerks, assistants and other expenses, which 
sum shall be paid out of any funds in the treasury of 

Porto Rico not otherwise appropriated, and shall be dis- 
bursed subject to the approval of the Executive Council, 
provided none of the funds available hereunder shall be 
paid for any services performed prior to April 12th, 1901. 
Section 5. — The said commission may, with the con- 
sent of the Executive Council, and the Speaker of the 
House of Delegates avail itself of the services of the several 
])ermanent clerks or translators or other employees of 
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the Legislature, of either branch thereof, and any or all 
of such employees shall, w^hen directed by the Executive 
Council, serve the said comniission without extra coni- 
pensation. 

Section 6.— All laws and parts of laws now in force in 
conflict with this act, be, and the same are hereby repealed. 

Section 7.— This act shall take effect from and after 

« 

its passage. 

Approved, January 31st, 1901. 


(C. B. 15.) 

AN ACT TO ABOLISH THE BOARD OF CHARITIES OF PORTO 
RICO, TO CREATE THE OFFICE OF DIRECTOR OF CHARITIES, 
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

Be it enacted by the Legislajtive Assembly of Porto Rico: 

Section 1.— The Board of Charities is hereby abol- 
ished, and its powers and duties are hereby transferred 
to a Director of Charities and the Executive Council. 

Section 2. — ^The administrative and executive con- 
trol of all charitable institutions in Porto Rico supported 
by insular funds shall be vested in a Director of Charities 
and the Executive Council. 

Section 3. — The Governor, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Executive Council, shall appoint a Di- 
rector of Charities, whose term of office shall be four years, 
unless sooner removed by the Governor, and his salary 
shall be twenty -f(mr Imndred dollars (|2,400) per annum. 

Section 4. — The Director of Charities shall have power 
to prescribe the conditions of admission to and dismissal 
from all public insular charitable institutions, and to 
make all needful rules and regulations concerning such in- 
stitutions and the government thereof, provided all such 
conditions shall be first approved by the Executive Coun- 
•cil. 

Section 5.— All contracts for the purchase of su]:)plies, 
or alterations or repairs nmy be made by the Director of 


CHARITIES. 147 

€harities, subject always to the rules and rej>:ulations ap- 
proved by the Executive Council. 

Section 6. — The Director of Charities, before entering 
upon his duties, shall give bond to the People of Porto 
Kico in the sum of Ave thousand dollars (f5,()00) con- 
ditioned for the faithful performance of his duties. Such 
bond shall be approved by the Auditor, and when so ay)- 
l)roved shall be filed in the office of the Treasurer. 

Section 7. — All superintendents, assistants, clerks, 
domestics and others shall be employed by the Director 
of Charities under such rules Q^nd regulations as may be 
j)rescribed by the Executive Council. 

Section 8.— The Director of Charities shall, with the 
approval of the Executive Council, appoint a disbursing 
officer, who shall also be the book-keeper, and shall give 
bond to the Peo[)le of Porto Rico in such sum as may be 
required by the Auditor of Porto Rico, and who shall be 
responsible for the receipt and disbursement of all funds 
belonging to the charitable institutions of Porto Rico, 
and who shall only pay out moneys on vouchers approved 
bv the Director of Charities. 

Section 9.— It shall be the duty of the Director of 
Charities, personally, or through an inspector a])pointed 
for the purpose, with one or more members of the Execu- 
tive Council, to visit and inspect the institutions under 
his charge at least once in two months, and to nmke a re- 
port of the results of such visits in writing, together with 
any recommendations he nmy wish to make to the Exe- 
cutive Council. In making such inspections, the Director 
or the Councilmen shall have power to examine in detail 
any and all buildings, papers, documents or other pro- 
perty, or effects of every kind, character and description 
belonging to the Island of Porto Rico, and ccmnected with 
the subject under investigation, and it shall be the duty of 
all superintendents, matrons, teachers, physicians, book- 
keepers and other employees to aid in such inspections 
and furnisli full and truthful infcu'ination. 
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Sec^tion 10. — Tlie Director of Charities, or an iiisp^-- 
tor a])pointed by him, shall, with the approval of the 
Executive Council, also inspect all charitable institutions 
in Porto Rico beion^ng to the municipalities, villagen < )r 
towns. A written report of every such inspection shall be 
made to the Council, and a copy of such report shall be 
forwarded to the governing body of the institution in- 
spected. It shall be the duty of any and all oflBcers of any 
such institution to assist in such examination, and to 
furnish an v and all information that mav be asked eon- 
cerning- the same. If, as a result of such inspection, it 
shall satisfactorily appear to the Executive Council tlmt 
the authorities or officers in charge of the institution in- 
spected are negligent or cruel in their treatment, orincoin- 
petent to properly perform their duties, the Director of 
Charities is hereby empowered, after approval by the Exe- 
cutive Council, to sus|)end the officer or officers 
at fault, and to report his action to the Governor 
of Porto Rico, and if, after investigation, the 
Governor is satisfied that there has been such misconduct* 
or that the officer or officers are incompetent, he shall re- 
move such officer or officers and appoint others in their 
})laces; Provided, however, that if the institution from 
which the officer or officers are dismissed are not sup- 
])orted by the Insular Government of Porto Rico, the ap- 
pointment of their successors shall be made by the au- 
thorities of the municipality, town or village to which 
such institution belongs. 

Section 11. — It shall be the duty of all common car- 
riers to trans] )()rt any person or persons committed to 
their care, if attended, to any public insular institution in 
the Island, and the cost of such transportation shall be 
the regular ordinary rate charged to the public in general. 

Section 12. — The cost of transportation of any per- 
son committed to any public charitable insular institu- 
tion sluill be a charge upon the municipality wherein such 
person resided at the time of the order of his committal. 
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and in case of discharjae from any sncli institution, the 
cost of returning- such person to the municipality from 
which he came shall likewise be a charge against sucli 
nninicipality. 

Section 18. — The Director of Charities, persoimlly, 
or through an inspector appointed for the purpose, to- 
gether with the Executive Council, or any committee 
thereof, shall make an inspection at least once a year, 
and as nnich oftener as the Executive Council mav direct, 
into the conduct, inanagement, construction and general 
condition of any private hospital, school, asylum or other 
instituticm of charity where children or adults are cared 
for or confined. Written reports of the results of such in- 
spection shall always be made to the (Council, and 
copies shall be furnished to the person or order or author- 
ity controlling the same. It is hereby made the duty of 
the perscm in charge of any such private institution to 
assist in such examination, and to furnish such statistics 
C(mcerningthesame.asmay be required, provided nothing 
herein shall be construed to authorize inquiry into the 
sources of income of any such institutions, or into the 
books or private papers of tjie same, or the religious 
teaching had in such institutions. 

Section 14. — For carrying into effect the provisions 
of this act, the sum of twenty-four hundred dollars 
($2,400) is hereby appropriated from any nnmeys in the 
treasury not otherwise ai)propriated, to pay the salary 
of the Director of Charities for the fiscal year ending June 
80th, 1902, being in addition to the anumnt provided in 
the a})propriati()n act for said fiscal year; and the 
further sum of eight hundred dollars (fHOO) is hereby ap- 
propriated rrom any moneys in the treasury not other- 
wise appropriated, to pay the salary of the Director of 
('harities during the renminderof the present fiscal year. 

Section 15. — All laws or orders, (u* parts of laws or 
orders in conflict with this act, be, and the same are hei*e- 
by re])eale(l. 
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8e(^tion 10.— This act shall take effect from and after 
March 1 St 1901. 

Approved. January 31st, 1901. 


(H. B. 101.) 

AN ACT TO AUTHORIZE AND REGULATE THE ISSUANC^E OF 

BONDS BY THE CITIES OF PORTO RICO. 

Be it onacted by the Legislative Assembly of Porto Rico : 

Section 1. — No city m the Island of Porto Rico shrill 
become iiidebtetl in any manner or for any purpose, iii- 
cludiiifi,' existing' indebtedness, in an ag:gregate exceeding- 
seven per cent of the aggregate tax valuation of its pro- , 
perty, to be ascertained by the last assessment ft)r insular 
taxes previous to the incurring of such indebtedness, and j 
all bonds or obligations in excess of such amount, g^iven 
by or on behalf of such cit^^ or town, are void. | 

Se:('TION 2. — All monevs borrowed bv or on behalf of 
any city, must be used only for the purpose specified in 
the ordinance authorizing the loan. 

Se( TiON 8. — The council of any city having a popula- 
tion of more than ten thousand bv the census of 1899- 
1900, is hereby given the power to borrow money and to 
contract indebtedness in the manner prescribed in this 
law, and for the purposes mentioned in the next succeeding 
section, not exceeding in amcnmt, inchiding the existing 
indebtedness of such city, in the aggregate, seven percent 
of the tax vahiation therein, to be ascertained bv the last 
assessment for insular puri)()ses previous to tlie incurring 
of such indebtedness. 

Section 4. — Theccmncil of anvsuchcitv has the T)()wer 
to issue bonds, with couyions attached thereto on the 
credit of the city to an amount not exceeding said seven 
per cent of the aggregate tax valuation of its property, 
for the purpose of constructing water works, sewers, pub- 
lic buildings, bridges, grading and oi)ening streets, or 
other necessary jmblic improvements, or for the puri)ose 
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of funding and taking np and making payment of the 
floating indebtedness and liabilities of such city. 

Section 5. — Such bonds must be in such form as the 
city council directs and be of the denominations of five 
hundred and one thousand dollars. The bonds and the 
coupons attached must be signed by the mayor and the 
secretary of the city council, and the date of the issue of 
each must be registered by the secretary. The bonds 
must be sold at not less than their par value and draw 
interest at a rate not to exceed six per cent per annuni, 
the interest payable semi-annually. 

Section 6. — The money arising from the sale of the 
bonds must be paid into»the city treasury, and applied to 
the construction of such public improvements mentioned 
in this act as may be determined by the council. 

Section 7. — ^A tax to be fixed bv ordinance must be 
levied each year for the purpose of paying the interest on 
the bonds and to create a sinking fund for their redemp- 
tion. The treasurer of such city, must pay in lawful 
money of the United States, on the first day of January 
next succeeding the issue of the bonds, and semi-annually 
thereafter on each first day of January and first day of 
July, the interest due on the bonds, upon presentation 
at his ofiice of the proper coupons, which must show the 
amounts due and the number of the bonds to which thev 
severally belong. In case the holder of such bonds gives 
the mayor notice in writing, that he wishes the bonds so 
held by him and the interest thereon, to be paid in New 
York City, then such bonds and coupons are payable in 
New York City at such bank as is designated by the said 
council, and all bonds and coupons so paid, must be re- 
turned to the city council within thirty days, and such 
bonds must be cancelled by the secretary. 

Section 8. — The bonds shall be redeemable in ten 
years and paj^'able in twenty years. 

Section 9. — No city shall have power to borrow money 
or to contract any indebtedness in the maimer prescribed 
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ill this act, or to issue bonds for any of the purposes 
hereinbefore j^rovided, and no loan shall be valid, until 
the Executive Council of Porto Rico shall have first 
approved of the purpose of the loan, the form of the 
bond, the rate of interest, and the several other require- 
ments of this act, and of the action of the city proceeding 
hereunder. 

Section 10. — ^All laws and orders, and parts of laws 
and orders in conflict with this act, be, and the same are 
hereby repealed. 

Section 11.— This act shall take effect from and after 
its passage. 

Approved. January 31sty 1901. 


(C. B. 28). 

an act to create the office of director of prisons, 
prescribing his duties and fixing his compensation. 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of Porto Rico: 

Section 1. — The Governor, bv and with the advice and 
consent of the Executive Council, shall appoint a Director 
of Prisons, who shall hold his office for two years unless 
sooner removed by the Governor. He shall give bond to 
the People of Porto Rico in such Hum as the Executive 
Council may prescribe. 

Section 2. — It shall be the duty of the said Director 
to visit and inspect all institutions established for the 
detention of sane adults charged with or convicted of 
crime, and to secure the just, humane and economic ad- 
ministration of all such institutions subject to his inspec- 
tion ; to aid in securing the erection of suitable buildings 
fortheacommodationof the inmates of such institutions; 
to investigate the management of all institutions made 
subject to visitation of said Director and the conduct and 
efficiency of the officer or persons charged with their man- 
agement ; to secure the best sanitary conditions of the 
buildings and grounds of all such institutions, and to 


PRISONS. 158 

protect and preserve the health of the inmates ; to collect 
statistical information in respect to the property, receiptt^ 
and expenditures of said institutions, the number and con- 
dition of the inmates thereof, and to ascertain and recom- 
mend such system of employing said inmates as may in 
the opinion of said Director be for the best interest of the 
public. 

Section 8. — The Commissioner of the Interior shall 
provide for and assign to the Director of Prisons suitable 
rooms for his office, together with necessary furniture for 
the same. 

Section 4. — The said Director shall receive a salary 
of sixteen hundred dollars per annum, and he may ap- 
point as toiployees and assistants in the perfornicince of 
his official duties, a bookkeeper and disbursing officer, 
at a salary of one thousand dollars a year; an office clerk, 
at a salary of six hundred dollars a year ; and a messen- 
ger, at a salary of three hundred and sixty dollars a year. 
The disbursing officer shall give bond as required by law, 
and all disbursements, shall be made upon vouchers ap- 
proved by the Director of Prisons. 

Section 5. — The warden of every prison or superin- 
tendent or manager of every penitentiary or keeper of 
every jail or other institution established for the deten- 
tion of sane adults charged with or convicted of crime 
shall on or before the first daj of May in each and every 
year report to the Director of Prisons the number of male 
and female persons charged with crime and awaiting 
trial, the number convicted of crime, the number detain- 
ed as witnesses, together with a statistical exhibit of the 
number of admissions, discharges and deaths which have 
occurred within the twelve month previous, the nature of 
the charge, the period of deduction of sentence, and other 
facts and information. 

Section 6. — Any officer, superintendent, or employee 
of any of said penal institutions who shall refuse to ad- 
mit the Director for the purposes of visitation or inspec- . 
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tioii, or who shall refuse or neglect to furnish the hifonn- 
ation required, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and upon conviction thereof shall be subject to a fine of 
one hundred dollars (flOO) for each such refusal or 
neglect. The rights and powers hereby conferred may be 
enforced by an order of the District, or Supreme Court. 
In making investigations as herein empowered, the said 
Director of Prisons is hereby authorized to issue compul- 
sory processes for the attendance of witnesses, and the 
production of papers, to administer oaths and to examine 
persons under oath. 

Section 7. — ^The Director of Prisons shall appoint the 
wardens, agents, physicians and other officers of the 
insular prisons, and nmy remove them from office when- 
ever in his judgment the public interest shall so require, 
upon proof of charges preferred. He shall designate such 
number of keepers, guards, teachers and other employees 
at each of the said insular prisons as he may deem neces- 
sary for the safe keeping and improvement of the pri- 
soners, or for the maintenance of discipline, provided the 
number of keepers and giiards shall not exceed the pro- 
])ortion of one keeper and one guard to every thirty pris- 
oners at each of said institutions. 

Section 8. — No appointments shall be made in any 
insular prison on the ground of partisanship ; but hon- 
esty, capacity and adaptation shall constitute the rule 
for appointments, and any violation of this rule shall be 
sufficient cause for the removal from office of the officer 
committing such violation. 

Section 9. — ^The wardens, superintendents and other 
employees shall receive such compensation as the Direc- 
tor may fix, subject always to approval by the Execut- 
ive Council. 

Section 10. — ^All salaries shall be payable monthly 
at the end of each month, and no officer or other emplo^^ee 
shall receive any perquisites or emoluments for his services 
other than the compensation provided by law. 
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8Kr'TioN 11. — The Director of Prisons shall subscribe 
and take oath of office to support the Constitution of the 
United States, the laws of Porto Rico, and to faithfully 
perform the duties of his office to the best of his skill and 
understanding;, and all officers and emplo^'^ees appointed 

bv him shall take and subscribe a similar oath. 

> 

Section 12. — The Director of Prisons is herebv re- 
(luired to make rules and regulations for the government 
of institutions under his control, provided such rules and 
regulations shall not be valid until first approved of by 
the Governor and the J]xecutive Council. 

Section 18.— The Director of Prisons shall make 
monthly report to the Governor stating the names of all 
convicts received into the penitentiary during the preceding 
month, the district in whicli they were tried, the crimes of 
which they were convicted, the nature and duration of 
their sentences, their former trade, einploj^ment or occu- 
pation, their habits, color, age, place of nativity, degree 
of instruction, and a description of their persons, and 
stating if any such ccmvicts have ever been confined before, 
and if so when and where. 

Section 14. — All the official translations and dealings 
on account of each insular prison shall be conducted and 
in the name of the warden thereof, subject to the direc- 
tion and supervision of the Director of Prisons. 

Section 15. — The Director of Prisons shall be respon- 
sible for the supply of provisions and other suitable 
articles for the maintenance of the ])risoners under his 
charge and such supplies and provisions shall be furnished 
either by contract or by ])urchase after due advertisement 
and award made bvtlie Director of Prisons, with the con- 
sent of the Executive Ctmncil. The articles of food and 
quantities of each kind shall be prescribed by the said 
Director, and in case contract is made it shall be reduced 
to writing and executed in duplicate. 

Section 16. — Regulaticms perfciining to the labor of 
the prisoners, their employments, rewards and comnmta- 
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tions of sentence for good behavior, freedom of worship 
and other subjects affecting the welfare of the prisoners 
and their management shall be prescribed by the said 
Director and included in the regulations presented to the 
Governor and the Executive Council for their approval. 

Section 17. — The Board of Prison Control heretofore 
established by General Orders No. 77, series 1899, is here- 
by abolished, and its duties, not inconsistent with this 
act-, are hereby tranferred to the Director of Prisons as its 
successor. 

Section 18. — The appropriations provided for the 
Board of Prison Control in the budget for the current 
fiscal year, ending June 30th, 1901, and also for the fiscal 
year ending June 80th, 1902, are hereby made applicable 
to the payment of all salaries and expenses accruing under 
the provisions of this act, provided that the amounts of 
such appropriations shall in no case be exceeded, and the 
respective accounts of all salaries paid under the provi- 
sions of this act shall be subject to the approval of the 
Executive Council. 

Section 19. — All laws or orders and parts of the same 
in conflict with this act be, and the same are herebv re- 
pealed. 

Section 20. — This act shall take effect from and after 
March 1, A. D. 1901. 

Approved, January 31st, 1901. 


(H. B. 99.) 

AN ACT TO provide TEMPORARY REVENUES FOR THE 

MUNICIPAL DISTRICTS OF PORTO RICO. 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly ofPoHo Rico: 

Section 1. — For the fiscal year beginning Julv 1, nine- 
teen hundred and one, and ending June 80, nineteen hun- 
dred and two, the municipal districts of Porto Rico shall 
be authorized to levy and collect special local taxes and 
charges to supply deficiencies in their respective budgets ; 
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Provided, that no cousuruo taxes shall be levied on food- 
♦stuffs or on articles subject to insular excise taxes, and 
provided further, that no such special local tax or dUe>< 
shall be levied or collected by any municipal district until 
it shall have been specifieally authorized by the Executive 
Council. 

Section 2,— All laws, orders, or parts thereof, in con- 
flict with the provisions of this act be, and the same are, 
hereby repealed. 

Approved, January 31st, 1901, 


(C, B. 21/) 

AN ACT MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE NECESSARY EX^ 
PENSES OF CARRYING ON THE GOVERNMENT OF PORTO 
RICO, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE THIRTIETH, 
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND TWO. AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly ofPoHo Rico : 

That the following sums be, and the same are hereby, 
appropriated, out of any moneys in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, in full compensation for the ser- 
Aace of the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hun- 
dred and two, for the objects hereinafter expressed, 

namelv : 

LEGISLATIVE. 

L.EGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OP PORTO RICO. 

Salaries, Executive Council: For five members, three 
thousand dollars per annum each ; translator, two thou- 
sand dollars per annum ; chief clerk, one thousand eight 
hundred dollars per annum ; messenger, three huntired 
and sixty dollars per annum ; assistant clerk for sixty 
days, at five dollars per day ; sergeant~at-arnis, for six- 
ty days, at five dollars per day ; two translators for six- 
ty days at four dollars per day each ; two enrolling clerks, 
for twenty days, at four dollars per day each ; in all, 
twenty thousand four hundred dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, Executive Council: For print- 
ing and incidental expenses, five thousand dollars. 
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Salaries^ House of Delegates: For thirty-five mem- 
bers, for sixty days at five dollars per day each ; seciv- 
tary, one thousand eight hundred dollars per annum : 
interpreter and translator, one thousand eight hundred 
dollars per annum ; sergeant-at-arms, nine hundred dol- 
lars per annum ; one messenger, three hundred and sixty 
dollars per annum ; clerk during legislative session, two 
hundred and eighty dollars ; three translators, during le- 
gislative session, at three hundred and fifty dollars each : 
f()urtyj)ewriters, during legislative session, at onehundred 
and forty dollars each; janitor, during legislative session, 
one hundred and five dollars ; one messenger during lef>- 
islative session, at seventy dollars; in all, seventeen thou- 
sand four hundred and twenty-five dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, House of Delegates: For print- 
ing and incidental ex])enses, five thousand dollars ; mile- 
age of members, one thousand dollars; in all, six thou- 
sand dollars. 

Printing and Publication of Laws: For printing and 

publication of the laws of Porto Rico, two thousand five 

hundred dollars. 

EXECUTIVP]. 

OFFK^E OF THE GOVERNOR. 

Salaries. Office of the Goveimor: For the Governor 
eight thousand dollars; for private swretary to the 
Governor, one thousand five hundred dollars ; for steno- 
grapher and typewriter one thousand two hundred dol- 
lars; for messenger, five hundred and forty dollars; hi 
all, eleven thousand two hundred and forty dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, Office of the Governor: For 
blank books, stationery, furniture, office supplies, cable- 
grams, and necessary incidental expenses, one thousand 
five hundred dollars. 

INSULAR POLICE, 

Salaries, Insular Police: For the chief, two thousand 
five hundred dollars; the assistant chief, one thousand 


i 


APPROPRIATIONS. 159 

five hundred dollars ; five captains, at one thousand two 
hundred dollars each ; five first lieutenants, at nine hun- 
dred dollars each; six second lieutenants, at seven hun- 
dred and twenty dollars each ; secretary and interpreter, 
nine hundred dollars ; assistant secretary, seven hundred 
and twenty dollars; one clerk, three hundred and sixty 
dollars ; four sergeants, first class, at six hundred dollars 
each ; two sergeants, second class, at four hundred and 
eighty dollars each ; corporal and drill instructor, six 
hundred dollars ; fifty corporals, first class, at four hun- 
dred and eighty dollars each; twelve corporals, second 
class, at three hundred and sixty dollars each ; one hun- 
dred and twenty-five privates, mounted, at three hundred 
and sixty dollars each ; two hundred and forty privates, 
first class, at three hundred dollars each ; ninety-six pri- 
vates, second class, at two hundred and forty dollars 
each ; in all, one hundred and ninety-three thousand one 
hundred and twenty dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, Insular Police : For transport- 
ation, two thousand dollars; stabling of horses, two hun- 
dred dollars ; rent of quarters, fifteen posts, with officers, 
at one hundred and eighty dollars each; thirty-five 
posts, without officers, at one hundred and eight dollars 
each; furniture and repairs to same, two hundred and 
fifty dollars ; for postage for official correspondence, five 
hundred dollars ; for blank books, stationery, office sup- 
])lies, cablegrams and necessary incidental expenses, one 
thousand eight hundred dollars ; in all, eleven thousand 
two hundred and thirty dollars. 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY. 

Salaries, Office of the Secretary : For the Secretary, 
four thousand dollars ; the Assistant Secretary, two thou- 
sand five hundred dollars ; chief clerk, one thousand eight 
hundred dollars; one clerk, one thousand six hundred 
dollars ; three clerks, at one thousand four hundred dol- 
lars each ; six clerks, at one thousand two hundred dol- 
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lars each ; three clerks at one thousand dollars each ; one 
clerk, six hundred dollars ; two messengers at three hun- 
dred and sixty dollars each ; in all, twenty-five thousand 
six hundred and twentv dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, Office of the Secret iiry :Yov\Asxik 
books, stationery, furniture, office supplies, cablegrams, 
and necessary incidental expenses, four thousand dollars. 

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY aENERALr. 

Salaries, Office of the Attorney General : For the At- 
torney General, four thousand dollars ; for two Assistant 
Attorneys General, one whose salary shall be three thou- 
sand dollars, and one whose salary shall be two thousand 
five hundred dollars, and one of whom shall be assigned 
as fiscal of the Supreme Court; one clerk who shall 
act as disbursing officer, fifteen hundred dollars; one 
clerk at one thousand two hundred dollars ; one clerk 
at eight hundred dollars ; one clerk at seven hundred 
dollars ; two clerks at six hundred dollars each ; for jani- 
tor, three hundred dollars ; for messenger, three hundred 
dollars; in all, fifteen thousand five hundred dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, OfBce of the Attorney General: 
For purchase of law books, one thousand dollars; for 
purchase of furniture, safe and typewriter, six hundred 
dollars; for blank books, stationery, office supplies, cable- 
grams, and necessary incidental expenses, five hundred 
dollars ; in all, two thousand one hundred dollars. 

BOARD OF PRISON CONTROL. 

Salaries, Office of the Board of Prison Control: For 
the cashier and book-keeper, one thousand two hundred 
dollars; chief clerk and inspector, one thousand two 
hundred dollars ; <3lerk, nine hundred dollars ; messenger, 
three hundred and sixty dollars ; in all, three thousand 
six hundred and sixty dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, Office of the Board of Prison 
Control: For travelling expenses, five hundred dollars; 
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special diet for sick prisoners, three thousand dollars; 
office supplies and and incidental expenses, five hundred 
dollars; transportation of prisoners, one thousand five 
hundred dollars; in all, fivethousand five hundred dollars. 

Salaries, Penitentiary: For the book-keeper four 
hundred and eighty dollars ; barber, three hundred dollars; 
physician, three hundred and sixty dollars ; practicante, 
three hundred and sixty dollars; schoolteacher, two hun- 
dred and forty dollars; four prison corporals, at one 
dollar per month each ; thirty prison corporals, at fifty 
cents per month each ; storekeeper, six hundred dollars ; 
foreman of tailor shop, six hundred dollars ; foreman of 
shoe shop, six hundred dollars; foreman of hat shop, 
three hundred and sixty dollars; foreman of broom shop, 
three hundred and sixty dollars; in all, four thousand 
four hundred and eighty-eight dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, Penitentiary: For food for five 
hundred prisoners, at a rate not exceeding sixteen cents per 
diem, twenty -nine thousand two hundred dollars ; cloth- 
ing fund for six hundred and sventy-five men, at a rate not 
exceeding eight dollars and seventy-two cents per annum, 
five thousand eight hundred and eighty-six dollars ; sav- 
ing fund, from July 1, 1901, to June 30, 1902, three thou- 
sand five hundred and twenty-three dollars and twenty- 
one cents ; purchase of material for manufacturing cloth- 
ing, shoes and other articles, sold to other institutions, 
two thousand dollars ; medicines, one thousand two hun- 
dred dollars ; furniture and bedding, for the infirmary, 
two hundred and fifty dollars ; kitchen utensils and fuel, 
one thousand dollars ; lighting, six hundred dollars ; inci- 
dental expenses, four thousand nine hundred and fifty 
dollars ; in all, forty -eight thousand six hundred and nine 
dollars and twentv-one cents. 

Salaries, San Juan Jail: For the female turnkey, three 
hundred and sixty dollars ; physician, three hundred and 
sixty dollars; practicante, three hundred dollars.; barber, 
sixty dollars ; in all, one thousand and eighty dollars. 
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Contingent Expenses, San Juan Jail: Foi: food for two 
hundred and fifty i^risoners, at a rate not exceeding six- 
teen cents per diem, fourteen thousand six hundred dol- 
lars ; rent of building, two thousand dollars ; medicines, 
one thousand two hundred dollars ; lighting, five hundred 
and fifty dollars; furniture for infirmary, one hundred dol- 
lars ; incidental expenses, one thousand two hundred and 
forty dollars ; in all, nineteen thousand six hundred and 
ninety dollars. 

Salaries, Ponce Jail: For the physician, two hundred 
and seventy dollars ; practical! te, three hundred dollars; 
barber, sixty dollars; in all, six hundred and thirty 
dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, Ponce Jail: For food for one 
hundred and seventy-five prisoners, at a rate not exceed- 
ing sixteen cents per diem, ten thousand two hundred and 
twenty dollars; rent of building, six hundred dollars; 
medicines, three hundred dollars ; furniture, fifty dollars ; 
lighting, two hundred and forty dollars; incidental ex- 
])enses, six hundred and ten dollars; in all, twelve 
thousand and twenty dollars. 

Salaiies, Mayaguez Jail: For the physician, two 
hundred and seventy dollars ; practicante, three hundred 
dollars; barber, sixty dollars; in all, six hundred and 
thirty dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, Mayaguez Jail : For food for one 
hundred and twenty-five prisoners, at a rate not exceeding 
sixteen cents per diem, seven thousand three hundred 
dollars ; rent of building, seven hundred and twenty dol- 
lars; medicines, three hundred dollars; furniture, fifty 
dollars; lighting, two hundred and forty dollars; inci- 
dental expenses, six hundred and ten dollars ; in all, nine 
thousand two hundred and twenty dollars. 

Salaries, HumacaoJail; For physician, two hundred 
and forty dollars; practicante, three hundred dollars; 
barber, sixty dollars ; in all, six hundred dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, Humacao Jail: For food for 
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seventy-five prisoners, at a rate not exceeding sixteen 
cents per diem, four thousand three hundred and eighty 
dollars ; medicines, one hundred and twentj-flve dollars ; 
lighting, one hundred dollars ; incidental expenses, two 
hundred dollars; in all, four thousand eight hundred and 
five dollars. 

OFFICE OF THE TREASURER. 

Salaries, Office of the Twasuivr: For the Treasurer, 
five thousand dollars ; Deputy Treasurer, two thousand 
five hundred dollars. 

Bureau of Accounts: For the chief clerk, two 
thousand dollars; one clerk at one thousand five hundred 
dollars ; three clerks at one thousand four hundred dol- 
lars each ; messenger, four hundred and eighty dollars ; 
lanitor, four hundred and twentv dollars. 

Bureau of Municipal Affairs: For the chief clerk. 
two thousand dollars; one clerk at one thousand two 
hundred dollars ; three clerks at one thousand dollars 
each ; messenger, four hundred and twenty dollars. 

Bureau of Internal Revenue: For the chief clerk, two 
thousand dollars.; one clerk at one thousand eight hun- 
dred dollars; one clerk at one thousand four hundred 
dollars ; six clerks at one thousand two hundred dollars 
each ; two clerks at one thousand dollars each ; one clerk 
at nine hundred dollars ; one clerk at seven hundred and 
twenty dollars; messenger, four hundred and twenty 
dollars; in all, thirty-nine thousand one hundred and 
sixty dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, Office of the Treasurer: For 
furniture, travelling expenses, ty])ewriters and incidental 
expenses, three thousand dollars. 

Salaries, Collectors and Deputy Collectors of Internal 
Revenue: For nine collectors, at one thousand eight 
hundred dollars each; twenty-seven deputy collectors, at 
(me thousand two hundred dollars each; nine clerks at 
six hundred dollars each ; sixteen clerks at five hundred 
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dollars each ; nine messengers at three hundred dollars 
each ; m all, sixty-four thousand seven hundred dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, Collectors and Deputy Collectors 
of Internal Revenue: For office rent for eight collectors 
at one hundred and eighty dollars each ; office supplies, 
furniture and incidental expenses for nine collectors, at 
three hundred and twenty dollars each ; in all, four thou- 
sand three hundred and twenty dollars. 

Salaries J Internal Revenue Agents: For the chief 
agent, two thousand dollars ; two agents at large, one 
thousand five hundred dollars; twelve agents at one 
thousand two hundred dollars each ; three clerks at one 
thousand two hundred dollars each ; in all, twentv-three 
thousand dollars. 

Con tin gen t Expenses^ In ternal Re ven ue A gen ts : For 
travelling expenses, seven thousand eight hundred dollars ; 
horse stabling, two thousand five hundred and twenty dol- 
lars ; purchase of horses, saddles and bridles, six hundred 
and sixty dollars; invoice books, circulars, furniture, and 
office supplies, one thousand dollars ; printing internal 
revenue stanij)s, two thousand five hundred dollars; in 
all, fourteen thousand four hundred and eighty dollars. 

OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR. 

Salaries. Office of the Auditor of Porto Rico: For 
the Auditor, four thousand dollars; Deputy Auditor, two 
thousand five hundred dollars ; chief of division, in charge 
of customs accounts, two thousand dollars ; three clerks 
at one thousand eight hundred dollars each ; one clerk, 
(me thousand six hundred dollars; one clerk, one 
thcmsand five hundred dollars; three clerks at one 
thousand four hundred dollars each ; four clerks at one 
thousand and fifty dollars each; two clerks at one 
thousand dollars each ; messenger, four hundred and 
eighty dollars; janitor, four hundred and eighty dollars; 
in all, twenty-eight thousand three hundred and sixty 
dollars. 
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Salaries^ Printing and Supply Division: For the 
foreman, one thousand two hundred dollars ; printer, one 
thousand dollars ; printer's assistant, four hundrt^d and 
eighty dollars; in all, two thousand six hundred and 
eighty dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, Office of the Auditor: For 
blank books, stationery, furniture, office supplies, cable- 
grams, and necessary incidental expenses, one thousand 
dollars. 

Stationery and Supplies, Printing and Supply Di- 
vision : For stationery and stationery supplies for the 
several bureaus, offices and departments of the Govern- 
ment of Porto Rico, and necessary incidental expenses 
connected with the Printing and Supply Division, fifteen 
thousand dollars. 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF THE INTERIOR. 

Salaries, Office of the Commissioner of the Interior: 
For the Commissioner, four thousand dollars; Deputy 
Commissioner, two thousand two hundred dollars; one 
clerk at one thousand six hundred dollars ; one clerk at 
one thousand four hundred dollars ; two clerks at one 
thousand two hundred dollars each, one of whom is 
authorized to act as disbursing officer ; two clerks at one 
thousand dollars each ; tw^o clerks at nine hundred dollars 
each; two clerks at eight hundred dollars each; two 
clerks at seven hundred dollars each ; two clerks at four 
hundred and eighty dollars each ; one clerk at three hundred 
dollars ; warden, four hundred dollars ; messenger, three 
hundred and sixty dollars; Janitor, two hundred and 
eighty dollars ; janitor Intendencia Building, three hun- 
dred dollars; in all, twenty-one thousand dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, Office of the Commission of the 
Interior: For supplies, blank books, stationery, furniture, 
ice, lights, and incidental expenses, one thousand dollars. 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS. 

Salaries, Office Force, Board of Public Works : For the 


166 APPROPRIATIONS. 

chief engineer, two thousand seven hundred dollars; assist- 
ant chief engineer, two thousand four hundred dollars; 
two engineers, road supervisors, at two thousand dollars 
each ; engineer or architect, superintendent of buildings 
and grounds, one thousand six hundred and twenty dol- 
lars; engineer or architect, assistant superintendent of 
buildings and grounds, one thousand five hundred dol* 
lars; foreman of buildings, architect or builder, one thou- 
sand and eighty dollars; technical foreman of bridges, 
one thousand and eighty dollars ; one draughtsman, at 
one thousand dollars ; two draughtsmen at six hundred 
doUarseach; disbursing clerk, one thousand eight hundred 
dollars ; one clerk at one thousand six hundred dollars ; 
two clerks at one thousand dollars each ; five [four] clerks, 
at nine hundred dollars each ; two messengers at three 
hundred dollars each ; two janitors at three hundred dol- 
lars each ; in all, twenty-six thousand seven hundred and 
eighty dollars. 

Salaries, Field Force, Board of Public Works : Fol* 
sixteen overseers at seventj^-flve dollars per month each ; 
twenty-nine road foremen, at thirty dollars per month 
each ; one hundred and fifty-six section men at twenty 
dollars per month each ; six hundred and eighteen labor- 
ers at forty cents per day each ; two storekeepers at six- 
ty dollars per month each ; two watchmen at thirty dol- 
lars per month each ; wharf policeman, two hundred and 
sixteen dollars; in all, one hundred and thirty-eight 
thousand eight hundred and sixteen dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, Board of Public Works: For 
purchase and repair of surveying and drawing instru- 
ments and material, five hundred dollars; inspection and 
travelling expenses, one thousand five hundred dollars ; 
office sui)ples and incidental expenses, five hundred dol- 
lars ; in all, two thousand five hundred dollars. 

Maintenance and Repair of Roads: For fifty thou- 
sand cubic yards of broken stone, at an average price of 
two dollars and fifty cents per cubic yard, one hundred 
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and twenty-five thousand dollars; repairs to bridges, 
culverts and road houses, six thousand dollars; removal 
of landslides and restoring embankments, three thousand 
dollars ; rent of tool sheds, store-houses, and road-houses, 
one thousand dollars ; purchase of road machinery and 
tools, ten thousand dollars ; in all, one hundred and for- 
ty-five thousand dollars. 

Maintenance and Repair of Public Buildings: For 
Rio Piedras Convelencia, three thousand dollars ; Diputa- 
cidn, one thousand five hundred dollars ; Intendencia, one 
thousand five hundred dollars ; Audiencia, one thousand 
dollars ; Fortaleza, No. 5, five hundred dollars; Institute 
and Chapel, one thousand dollars ; Leper Hospital, one 
hundred dollars ; Insane Asylum, two thousand five hun- 
ded dollars; Girls Charity School, one thousand dollars; Be- 
neficencia, five hundred dollars; Vaccine Station, five hun- 
dred dollars ; warehouse, Marina, one hundred dollars; 
custom house, Humacao, five hundred dollars; custom 
house. Ponce, five hundred dollars; custom house, Maya- 
guez, five hundred dollars; custom house, Fajardo, five 
hundred dollars; custom house, San Juan, two thousand 
dollars ; Post Oflftce Building, Caguas, one hundred dol- 
lars; Culebra Island, two hundred dollars; Headquarters, 
Body of Custom House Officers, two hundred and fifty 
dollars; Fortaleza, No. 3, five hundred dollars; House for 
Sailors of Body of Custom House Officers, two hundred 
and fifty dollars; penitentiary, one thousand dollars; 
Public Works Building, Ponce, tw^o hundred dollars; Har- 
bor Works Building, Ponce, two hundred dollars ; Harbor 
Works Warehouse, Ponce, two hundred dollars ; Harbor 
Works Warehouse, San Juan, two hundred dollars ; ex- 
traordinary expenses of public buildings, one thousand 
dollars ; electric lightingfor public buildings, two thousand 
dollars ; water for public buildings, seven thousand five 
hundred and forty-six dollars ; travelling expenses in con- 
nection with public buildings, five hundred dollars ; in all, 
thirty-one thousand three hundred and forty-six dollars. 
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Expenses, Executive Mansion : For care, maintenance 
and repairs of government bnildings nse(i and occupied 
by the Governor of Porto Rico, care of grounds, wages of 
employees in connection therewith, for electric, gas and 
other lighting, telephone service, purchase, removal and 
repairs of furniture, miscellanecms articles, and necessary 
incidental expenses, twelve thousand five hundred dollars. 

BOARD OF CHARITIES. 

Salaries, Hoard of Charities : For the disbursing offi- 
cer, one thousand five hundred dollars ; one clerk at one 
thousand five hundred dollars ; one clerk at one thousand 
two hundred dollars ; one clerk at one thousand dollars ; 
two clerks at seven hundred and twenty dollars each ; 
messenger, three hundred dollars; in all, six thousand 
nine hundred and forty dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, Board of Charities: For blank 
books, (office supplies, stationery, furniture and necessary 
incidental expenses, eight hundred dollars. 

Salaries, Leper Colony: For the physician, four hun- 
dred and twenty dollars ; practicante, nine hundred dol- 
lars; one male nurse, three hudred dollars; one female 
nurse, one hundred and eighty dollars ; boatman, three 
hundred dollars ; assistant boatman, one hundred and 
eighty dollars; gardener, one hundred and eighty dollars; 
cook, one hundred and twenty dollars ; laundress, one 
hundred and tAAenty dollars ; in all, two thcmsand seven 
hundred dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, Leper Colony: For subsistence of 
l)atients and attendants, two thousand seven hundred 
and seventy-four dollars; for clothing, bedding, fuel, light, 
furniture, medicine, incidental expenses, and minor re- 
pairs to buildings, one thousand nine hundred dollars ; in 
all, four thousand six hundred and seventj^-four dollars. 

Salaries, Insane Asylum: For the superintendent, 
two thousand five hundred dollars ; practicante, six hun- 
dred dollars; clerk, six hundred dollars; janitor, three 
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hundred and sixty dollars; porter, one hundred and 
eighty dollars; store-keeper, five hundred dollars; head 
attendant, four hundred and twenty dollars ; two atten- 
dants at three hundred and sixty dollars each ; four at- 
tendants at three hundred dollars each ; six attendants 
at two hundred and forty dollars each ; one attendant at 
one hundred and twenty dollars ; carpenter, three hundred 
and sixty dollars ; mason, three hundred and sixty dol- 
lars; eleven servants at seventy-two dollars each; six 
servants at sixty dollars each ; in all, ten thousand five 
hundred and twelve dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, Insane Asylum : For subsis- 
tence of inmates and attendants, twelve thousand and 
forty-five dollars ; for clothing, bedding, fuel, light, fur- 
niture, medicine, incidental expenses, and minor repairs 
to building, three thousand five hundred and eighty dollars; 
in all, fifteen thousand six hundred and twenty-five dollars. 

Salaries, Girls^ Charity School: For the superinten- 
dent, one thousand dollars; for the superintendent of in- 
struction, nine hundred dollars; two teachers at six 
hundred dollars each; two teachers at five hundred 
dollars each; one teacher at three hundred and sixty 
dollars ; physician (half service) three hundred dollars ; 
clerk, six hundred dollars; janitor, three hundred dollars; 
ten female attendants at one hundred and eighty dollars 
each ; ten servants, and laundresses at seventy-two dollars 
each ; gardener, one hundred and eighty dollars ; two as- 
sistant gardeners at one hundred and fifty dollars each ; 
in all, eight thousand six hundred and sixty dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, Giris^ Charity School: For sub- 
sistence of inmates and attendants, ten thousand and 
thirty-seven dollars; for clothing, bedding, fuel, light, 
furniture, medicine, school books and supplies, incidental 
expenses, and minor repairs to buildings, five thousand 
six hundred and ten dollars ; in all, fifteen thousand six 
hundred and forty-seven dollars. 

Salaries, Boys^ Charity School: For the superinten- 
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(Imit, one thousand two hundred dollars ; assistant sii- 
])erintendent and commandant, nine hundred dollars; 
superintendent of instruction, nine hundred dollars ; 
])racticante, seven hundred and eighty dollars; three teach- 
ers at six hundn^d dollars each ; three teachers at three 
hundred and sixty dollars each ; two monitors at three 
hundred dollars each ; musical director and bandmastei*, 
six hundred dollars ; physician (half service), three hun- 
dred dollars ; master carpenter, four hundred and eight v 
dollars ; master shoemaker, four hundred and eighty 
dollars ; master tailor, four hundred and eighty dollars ; 
master machinist, four hundred and eighty dollars; mas- 
ter baker, eight hundred and forty dollars ; three assist- 
ant mechanics at one hundred and eighty dollars each ; 
two assistant bakers at four hundred and eighty dollars 
each ; janitor, three hundred dollars ; gardener, two hun- 
dred and forty dollars ; two assistant gardeners at one 
hundred and eighty dollars each ; barber, one hundred 
and eighty dollars; night watchman, three hundred dol- 
lar ; teamster, three hundred dollars ; ten attendants at 
one hundred and eighty dollars each ; chief cook, three 
huiidre<i and sixty dollars ; two assistant cooks at one 
hundred and twenty dollars each ; ten servants and laun- 
dresses at seventy -two dollars each ; in all, seventeen thou- 
sand two hundred and twenty dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, Boys' Charity School: For sub- 
sistence of inmates and attendants, fourteen thousand 
and fifty two dollars ; for clothing, bedding, fuel, light, 
furniture, medicine, school books and supplies, incidental 
expenses and minor repairs to buildings, seven thousand 
six hundred and sixty ^five dollars; in all, twenty-one 
thousand seven hundred and seventeen dollars. 

SUPERIOR BOARD OF HEALTH. 

SalarieSj Superior Board of Health :>. iFor secretary 
and disbursing officer, one thousand eight hundred dol- 
lars ; chemist, one thousand five hundred dollars ; clerk, 
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one thousand five hundred dollars; sanitary inspector 
for the Northern district, one thousand two hundred dol- 
lars; sanitary inspector for the Southern district, one 
thousand two hundred dollars ; stenographer, one thou- 
sand two hundred dollars ; janitor, three hundred dol- 
lars; assistant at laboratory, three hundred and sixty 
dollars ; physician^ inspector of goods, seven hundred 
and twenty dollars; physician, superintendent, vaccine 
station^ one thousand dollars; practicante assistant, 
vaccine station, three hundred and sixty dollars ; in all, 
eleven thousand one hundred and forty dollars, 

Contingent Expenses, Superior Board of Health : For 
travelling expenses, two thousand five hundred dollars; 
incidental expenses, two thousand dollars; incidental 
expenses, vaccine station, five hundred and eight dollars: 
in all, five thonsand and eight dollars. 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. 

Salaries^ Office of the Commissioner of Education : For 
the Commissioner of Pjducation, three thousand dollars; 
for the Commissioner of Education, as remuneration for 
extraordinary services in the organization of an educa- 
tional system in Porto Rico, one thousand dollars; Assis- 
tant Commissioner of Education, two thousand dollars; 
disbursing officer, two thonsand dollars; one clerk at one 
thousand six hundred dollars ; two clerks at one thousand 
two hundred dollars each ; one clerk at one thousand 
one hundred dollars; two clerks at one thousand 
dollars each; one clerk at nine hundred dollars; two clerks 
at seven hundred and twentv dollars each ; one clerk at 
six hundred dollars; one clerk at three hundred and sixty 
dollars; messenger, three hundred and sixty dollars; jani^ 
tor, three hundred and sixty dollars ; compensation for 
extraordinary service, subject to the approval of the 
Commissioner of Education, one thcmsand six hundred 
and eighty dollars; in all, twenty thouvsand eight hun- 
dred dollars. 
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Contingent Expenses, Office of the Commissioner- of 
Education: For blank books, stationery, office supplies, 
furniture, cablegrams, postage, ice, lights, and necessary 
incidental expenses, four thousand dollars. 

Text Books and School Supplies: For purchase of 
text books and supplies, thirty thousand dollars ; trans- 
portation of text books and supplies, two thousand dol- 
lars ; in all, thirty-two thousand dollars. 

Salaries, Common Schools: For rural teachers at 
thirty dollars per month, graded teachers at not less than 
forty dollars and not more than sixty dollars per month . 
principal teachers at not more than seventy-five dollars 
per month, and English teachers at not less than forty 
dollars and not more than sixty dollars per month, three 
hundred and forty-five thousand dollars. 

Contingent Expenses Common Schools: For desks, 
maps, apparatus, sundry supplies and incidental expen- 
ses, thirty-five thousand dollars. 

Salaries^ English Supervisoi^: For salary of one super- 
visor, at not exceeding one thousand five hundred dollars 
per 3'ear, and not exceeding sixteen supervisors, at sala- 
ries not exceeding one thousand two hundred dollars per 
vear, twentv thousand seven hundred dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, English Supervisors r For cost 
of distributicm of text books to the schools, incidental ex- 
penses of supervisors' offices and necessary travelling ex- 
penses outside of their respective districts, three thousand 
four hundred dollars. 

Salaries, Teachers' Institutes: For salaries of lec- 
turers and instructors, two thousand five hundred dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, Teachers' Institutes: For ne- 
cessary expenses of travel and subsistence of lecturers and 
instructors, and incidental expenses, two thousand five 
hundred dollars. 

Salaries J San Juan High and Elementary School: 
For salary of principal, at not to exceed one hundred and 
twenty-five dollars per school month, six teachers at not 
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to exceed one hundred and fifteen dollarn per school 
month each, four teachers at not to exceed one hundred 
dollars per school month each, and two janitors at not 
more than three hundred and sixty dollars per year each, 
eleven thousand six hundred and fifty-five dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, San Juan High and Elementary 
School: For high school text books, desks, maps, ap- 
paratus, and incidential expenses, one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty dollars. 

Salaries, Normal School : For salary of principal, at 
not more than one thousand five hundred dollars i^er 
year ; four teachers at not more than one thousand dollars 
per year each ; four additional teachers at not more than 
*six hundred dollars per year each ; and one janitor at not 
more than three hundred and sixty dollars per year; 
eight thousand two hundred and sixty dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, Normal School: For normal 
school text books, desks, maps, apparatus, and incidental 
expenses, two thousand two hundred and forty dollars. 

Library and Museum, Department of Education : For 
purchase of books and apparatus, one thousand two 
hundred dollars; expense of freight^ cataloguing, and 
incidental expenses, three hundred dollars; in all, one 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

Extraordinary Expenditure, Department of Educa- 
tion : For special service, subject to the approval of the 
Commissioner of Education, to cover contingencies of the 
service, nine thousand six hnndred and sixty-five dollars. 

Salaries, Free Public Library: For the librarian, 
seven hundred and twenty dollars; assistant librarian 
and janitor, three himdred and sixty dollars ; in all, ten 
hundred and eighty dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, Free Public Library: For 
books, publications, periodicals and maps, one thousand 
and forty dollars ; furniture, two hundred dollars; freight 
and exp)ress charges on books, one hundred dollars ; in 
all, one thousand three hundred and fortv dollars. 
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diputaci6n provincial. 

Snlaries, Commission on Claims Against the Diputn- 
cion Provincial: For salaries of such clerical force as 
may be found necessarj^, in case the work of said com- 
mission shall not be finally concluded and closed prior to 
July 1,1901; two clerks, for not exceeding six months, 
at the rate of one thousand two hundred dollars per an- 
num e^ich ; one clerk for not more than six months, at 
the rate of four hundred dollars per annum ; in all, one 
thousand four hundred dollars. 

Contingent Expenses ^ Commission on Claims Against 
the Diputacion Provincial: For office supplies and 
incidental expenses, in case the work of said com- 
mission shall not be fiiiallj^ concluded and closed prior 
to Jul}^ 1, Idol, fifty dollars: and the unexpended 
balance of the appropriation provided in the budget 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1901, for payment 
of claims against the Diputaci6n Provincial, shall be 
available for the payment of any claims which may 
be allowed l\y said commission subsequent to July !• 
1901. 

Miscellaneous Expenditures^ subject to the approval 
of the Governor: For payment of miscellaneous claims 
not otherwise approj)riated for, and emergency expen- 
ditures for other pur|)oses, subject to the approval of the 
Governor of Porto Rico, and from which transfers to other 
appropriations are authorized, upon his direction, when, 
in his opinion, the needs of the public service may require 
it, seventv-five thousand dollars. 

JUDICIAL. 

UNITED STATES I>ISTRICT COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF 

PORTO RK^O. 

Salaries. United States District CouH : For the judge* 
five thousand dollars ; district attoriu^y, four thousand 
dollars; marshal, three thousand five hundred dollars: 
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court stenographer, one thousand two hundred dollars ; 
court mterpreter, one thousand two hundred dollars; 
chief clerk to marshal, one thousand five hundred dollars ; 
four deputy marshals at one thousand two hundred dol- 
lars each ; janitor at San Juan, four hundred and eighty 
dollars ; office boy at Ponce, fifty dollars ; office boy at 
Mayaguez, fifty dollars; in all, twenty-one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty dollars : Provided that the appro- 
priations herein made for the United States District Court 
for the District of Porto Rico shall be used only in pay- 
ment of such salaries of the officers of said court and the 
expenses of their respective offices as by the Act of Con- 
gress approved April 12, 1900, are made payable from 
the revenue of Porto Rico. 

Contingent Expenses, United States District Court: 
For expenses of marshal, three thousand dollars; ex- 
penses of judge's office, one hundred dollars ; expenses of 
marshal's office, one thousand dollars ; in all, four thou- 
sand one hundred dollars, 

mSULAR COURTS OF PORTO RICO. 

Salaries, Supreme Court of Porto Rico : For the Chief 
Justice, five thousand dollars; four Associate Justices, 
at four thousand five hundred dollars each; marshal, 
three thousand dollars ; secretary, one thousand five hun- 
dred dollars; interpreter, one thousand two hundred 
dollars; two officers of sala at eight hundred dollars 
each; two clerks at five hundred and seventj^ dollars 
each; two clerks at four hundred and twenty dollars 
each ; English stenographer and typewriter at a rate not 
exceeding sixty dollars per month, four hundred dollars ; 
janitor, five hundred and eighty dollars ; two bailiffs at 
four hundred and sixty dollars each ; in all, thirtj^-four 
thousand one hundred and eighty dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, Supreme Court of Porto Rico: 
For material for court and secretary's office, seven hun- 
dred dollars; material for fiscal's:office, one bdndred and 
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twenty clollarn; in all, eight hundred and twenty dollarK. 

Salaries, District Courts of San Juan : For the presid- 
ing judge, three thousand dollars ; two associate judges 
at three thousand dollars each ; prosecuting attorney, 
two thousand four hundred dollars ; secretary, one thou- 
sand eight hundred dollars ; interpreter, one thousand 
two hundred dollars ; two officers of sala at nine hundred 
dollars each; archiver officer, six hundred dollars; five 
clerks at three hundred and sixty dollars each ; janitor, 
three hundred and sixty dollars ; two bailiffs at three hun- 
dred and sixty dollars each ; in all, nineteen thousand six 
hundred and eighty dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, District Court of San Juan : For 
material for court and secretary's office, six hundred 
dollars; material for prosecuting attorney's office, one 
hundred and twenty dollars ; postage stamps, fifty dol- 
lars; in all, seven hundred and seventy dollars. 

Salaries, District CouH of Ponce : For the presiding 
judge, two thousand four hundred dollars ; two associate 
judges at two thousand four hundred dollars each ; pro- 
secuting attorney, two thousand four hundred dollars ; 
secretary, one thousand, four hundred dollars ; interpre- 
ter and typewriter, one thousand two hundred dollars; 
two officers of sala, at six hundred dollars each; five clerks, 
at three hundred and sixty dollars each ; janitor, three 
hundred and sixty dollars ; two bailiffs, at three hundred 
dollars each ; in all, sixteen thousand one hundred and 
sixty dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, District Couit of Ponce: For 
material for court and secretary's office, six hundred dol- 
lars; for nmterial for prosecuting attorney's office, one 
hundred and twenty dollars ; for rental of court house, 
one thousand six hundred and fifty dollars; postage 
stamps, one hundred dollars; in all, two thousand four 
hundred and seventy dollars. 

Salaries, District Court ofMayaguez: For the presid- 
ing judge two thousand four hundred dollars ; two asso- 
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ei ate judges at two thousand four hundred dollars each; 
prosecuting attorney, two thousand four hundred dol- 
lars; secretary, one thousand four hundred dollar .s; in- 
terpreter and typewritter, one thousand two hundred 
dollars ; two officers of satla at six hundred dollars each ; 
five clerks at three hundred and sixty dollars each ; jani- 
tor, three hundred and sixty dollars; two bailiffs, at three 
hundi:ed dollars each; in all, sixteen thousand one hun- 
dred and sixty dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, District CouH ofMayaguez: For 
material for court and secretary's office, six hundred dol- 
lars; material for prosecuting attorney's office, one hun- 
dred and twenty dollars; rental of court house, one thou- 
sand six hundred and fifty dollars; postage stamps, one 
hundred dollars; in all, two. thousand four hundred and 
seventy dollars. 

Salaries, District CouH ofArecibo : For the presiding 
judge, two thousand fcmr hundred dollars; two associate 
judges at two thousand four hundred dollars each ; pro- 
secuting attorney, two thousand four hundred dollars ; 
secretary, one thousand four hundred dollars ; interpre- 
ter and typewriter, one thousand dollars ; two officv^rs of 
sala, at six hundred dollars eaph; five clerks at three 
hundred and sixty dollars each; janitor, three hundred 
and sixty dollars; two bailiffs at three hundred dollars 
each ; in all, fifteen thousand nine hundred and sixty dol- 
lars. 

Contingent Expenses, District Couif ofArecibo: For 
material for court and secretary's office, six hundred dol- 
lars; material for prosecuting attorney's office, one hun- 
dred and tw^enty dollars ; rental of court house, four hun- 
dred and eighty dollars; postage stamps, one hundred 
dollars; in all, one thousand three hundred dollars. 

Salaries, District Court ofHumacao : For the i)resid- 
ing judge, two thousand four hundred dollars; two as- 
sociate judges, at two thousand four hundred dollars 
each ; prosecuting attorney, two thousand four hundred 
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dollars; secretary, one thousand four hundred dollars; 
interpreter and ty])ewriter, one thousand dollars; two 
officers of sala at six hundred dollars each ; five clerks at 
three hundred and sixty dollars etich; janitor, three hun- 
dred and sixty dollars ; two bailiffs at three hundred dol- 
lars each ; in all, fifteen thousand nine hundred and sixty 
dollars. 

Contingent Expenses, District Court of Humncao: For 
material for court and secretary's office, six hundred dol- 
lars ; material for prosecuting attorney's office, one hun- 
dred and twenty dollars; rental of ctmrt house, seven 
hundred and twenty dollars ; postage stamps, one hun- 
dred dollars ; travelling* and other expenses of the Huma- 
eao court in holding (juarterly sessions at Caguas and 
(juayama, t\Vo thousand four hundred dollars; in all, 
three thousand nine hundred and forty dollars. 

Scijlaries, Municipal CouHs : For clerical expenses in 
the municipal courts of San Juan, (tw^o courts), Ponce, 
Mayaguez, Huinacao, Caguas, Guayama, San German, 
Arecibo, Aguadilla and Utuado, being in all eleven courts, 
at four hundred and eighty dollars each ; clerical expenses 
in the municipal C(mrts of fifty-six other nmnicipalitie^s, 
at three hundred dollars each; in all, twenty-two th(3U- 
sand and eighty dollars. 

Fees of Witnesses, Insular Coui'ts: Fees of witnesses 
testifying in the several District Courts of the Island, and 
the Supreme Court of Porto Rico, five thousand dollars. 

Miscellaneous Items, Insular Courts: For chemical 
analysis, ordered by the District Courts, two hundred dol- 
lars; for medical autopsies ordered or approved by the 
District Courts, two thousand dollars ; for travelling and 
necessary expenses of judges and prosecuting attorneys 
sent on commissions, (me thousand dollars; for expenses 
of executions of death sentences, five hundred dollars. 

Pension to Widow of Ramon Baldorioty de Castro-. 
For pension to widow of Mr. Ramon Baldorioty de Cas- 
tro, two th(m sand dollars; payable monthly from July 1, 
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1900, one thousand dollars to be available for the cur- 
rent fiscal year, and on3 thousand dollars for the fiscal 
year ending June 80, 1902 ; in all, five thousand seven 
hundred dollars. 

Sec^tion 2. — The resi)ecti ve amounts herein apf )ropriat- 
ed for salaries ol* internal reveiuie officers, and for chiefs 
of divisions, chief clerks, clerks and subordinate em- 
ployees, in the several executive departments of the Insular 
(Tovernment, shall be deemed and held to be limitations, 
subject to which the heads of the respective departments 
nmy fix the salaries of such employees in such amounts 
as may be apjjroved by the Executive Council. 

Section 8. — When, in the opinion of the Governor, the 
interests of the i)ublic service require it, he may authorize 
transfers from appropriations provided for any particu- 
lar department of the Insular Government to appropria- 
tions of like general character provided for the same 
dejjartment, and may also, in like manner, authorize 
transfers from one sub-head of appropriations to another 
sub-head. 

Approved. January 31st, 1901. 


joint resolution concerning SAN JUAN HARBOR. 

Be it msolved by the Legislative Assembly of Porto liico: 

To the Honorable, the Senate of the United States, and 
The House of Representatives, 

Washington. D, C. 

Your memoralists set forth : 

That the harbor of San Juan, Porto Kico, is of vast 
importance, both to the commercial as well as the naval 
interests of the United States : 

That the value of imports to Porto Rico from May 
1st to December 81st, 1900, amounted to six millions, 
three hundred and thirty-eight thousand, three hundred 
and fifty-five dollars (16,838,855.00) of which values five 
millions, three thousand, six hundred and sixty-one dol- 
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lars (f5,()0fi,()61.00) represented the iiiii>orts from the 
riiited States : 

That the harbor is shahow, the channels narrow, and 
navigation rendered uncertain : 

That many large ships of all classes find it unsafe to 
enter far into the harbor, and do not do so : 

That the harbor can be dredged and otherwise im- 
proved without unusual difficulty : 

Wherefore, ^^our memoralists respectfully pray that 
such sum be appropriated by Congress to improve said 
harbor as will enable it to be freely entered by vessels 
seeking commercial intercourse with Porto Rico, or other 
maritime relations calculated to benefit the United States, 
including the Island of Porto Rico. 

And your memoralists will ever pray : 

• 

Approved J anunry 17th, 1901. 


MEMORIAL TO THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, ASKINCi 
FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NAVAL STATION IN PORTO 
RICO. 

Whereas : The attention of the (lOvernment of the 
United States has already been drawn to the advantages 
of the Island of Porto Rico as the site for a Naval Station, 
and it is understood that preliminary investigations have 
alreadv been made to that end ; and 

Whereas: The establishment of such Naval Station 
would be to the best interest of the United States, on ac- 
count of the topographical and strategic situaticm of 
this Island with reference both to the United Statew and 
the proposed Nicaragua (yaiial, and would also result in 
great benefit to the Island itself; therefore 

Be it Resolved by the Legislative Assembly of Porto 
Rif'o: That the C(mgress of the United States is herebv 
memorialized, and cmr Commissicmer to the United States 
is hereby recjuested to urge the enactment of such legis- 
lation and the making of such a[)])r()})riation as will se- 
cure the establishment at the earliest practicable time of a 
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Naval station of the first class at such port of the Is- 
land of Porto Rico as shall be found most suitable and 
available. 

And your memorialists will ever pray. 

Approved jHiiuury 18th, 1901, 
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Inspection of 147 148 149 

CITIES 

Issuance of bonds by 
See Bonds 
CLAIMS 

Autopsies. 

Appropriation for payment of 24 

Dlputacl6n Provincial, against 

Appropriation for payment of 174 

Hurricane sufferers, for medicines and supplies furnished 

Appropriation for payment of 12 

CODE COMMISSION ] 

Appointment of members | 

Appropriation for salaries and expenses J- 145 

Duties 

When It shall commence work 
COAT OF ARMS 

See Great Seal 
COLL Y TOSTE, Cayktano 

Member of commission to select Great Seal and Coat of Arms 22 

COLLECTION 

See sub-heads under taxation. 
COMMISSION 

Great Seal and Coat of Arms, to select and approve 22 

Pan-American Exposition, to represent Porto Rico at 3 

Young Men to be educated in U. S. to select 16 

COMMISSIONERS FOB PORTO RICO 

Appointment of "j 

Duties ( 

Fees to be collected by [ 

Term of Office J 

COMPASIa de los FERROCARRILES de PUERTO RICO 

Franchises and lease of lands to 105 

CONSULS 

Register of, Secretary to keep , ,5 


1 


25 
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CORPORATIONS page 

Foreftrn 
A^entfl, resideuce \ 07 

CoDHent / 

Charters, to file copy of in Secretary's office 26 

Penalty for noii-coiupllaDce with law 28 

See suh-heads under Taxation 

S»*e insurance companies 

Time allowed those already engaged in bu8ine««s to comply with 

law 28 

To file certificate with Secretnry consenting to.be sued in courts 

nt the isinnd 27 

Yearly Rep(»rt..... -S 

COUK'J\S 

Rules rtnd regulations ^overuiug: the admission of Attorneys and 

Counsellors to prnctlce in courts of the island 10'^ 

Examination of candidates 104 

Fee for admission to practice in 104 

Persons eligible to practice in 104 

CRIME 

Jury trial by, of persons charged with 1 

CROSAS, Hon. Anihieh 

Member of Commission to select Great Seal and Coat of Arms 22 

D 
DELEGATE, Office of— 

Declared incompatible with other public offices 2 

DELEGATES. House of— 

See House of Delegates. 
DE PUTY COLLECTOR, 

See sub-heads under Taxation. 

diputaciOn provincial. 

Claims against. appr<»priation for payment of 174 

Salaries and expenses 174 

DISTRICT ASSESSORS. 

See sub-hends under Taxation. 
DISTRICT COURTS. 

Jury trials, to have Jurisdiction In 1 

Witnesses, appropriations to pny fees of 115 

Fiscals. 

Condemnation proceedings, to represent People of Porto Rico in 20 

Jury Commissioners, to select '. 114 

Salaries and expenses, 

Arecibo I77 

Humacao 177— -178 

MayagUez ; 176—178 

Ponce \ 

San.luani * ^'*^ 

Secretaries, 

Jury, to prepare ballots for drawing 115 

DIVISION ASSESSOR 

See sub-heads under Taxation. 
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EDUCATION PAGE 

Of Porto llfcan yonjiy; men nnd women In U. S 12 — 18 — 14 — 15 

EDrK'ATION, DepMitment of— 
Approf)fiHtlonH, 

EneliHh Snp^T visors 172 

Extraordinttrv expencJItures \ .^ 

LUiTHry ami Muftenin ( • *• 

SHlaries «nfl expenses 171 — 172 

TeHchers' Institnte 172 

Commissioner t»f — 

Books, snpplies, etc., to purchase \ .^^« 
Exiiminntions, to condnct / 
^ Laws and re;a:uIation8 as to educrttlon in Porto llieo, to pub- 
lish ....; 87 

Kules and regulations, to make : 3fi 

School buildings, to approve plans for ; i 3H 

Schools, to supervise and direct 29 

,, to appoint supervisors and superintendents of 36 

Teachers, 

May suspend 33 

To issue licenses to \ .^(» 

To fix salaries of / 
EXOllOSSING CLERKS 

Appropriation to paj- 23 

EXI^X'UTION 

\Vhen jndmnent of de^th is entered 140 

EXECI^TIVE COUNCIL 

Board nf AppcHls, to act as 5H 

Clerk of, to act as Clerk of Board of Appeals \ 5j 

of, to endorse assessment book i 

Lease of lands to Compaiiia de los Ferrocarriles de Puerto Kico, 

authorized to ^rant 105 

Ivoans to Cities, to approve •. 152 

I^ocal taxes, special, levied by municipalities, to be authorized 

by 157 

Penitentiary, to secure estimate of cost IS 

President, authorized to administer oaths 2 

,, to be member of Commission to selert y ung men for 

education in the U. S 15 

I'risons to approve rules and regulations made by the director of.. 155 

Salaries of Porto Rican members , 157 

Seal and Coat of Arms of Porto Rico, I'resident ) 

to act as member of Committee to select } -^ 

To approve design of Seal and Coat of Arms f 
FEES 

Appointment, fof filing notice of 7 

For issuiuir certificate of S 

Archives, for searching , 7 

Associations, for registering articles of S 

Commissioners for I'orto Rico, to be collected by 2() 


\ 
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F E E8— cofl tin ued, p a <4 k 

Incorporation, for fllinji: certificate of \ - 

„ for recording articles of f 

Jurors, Hppropriation to pay: ; 144 

Laws, resolutions nnd documents, forcopies of 7 

Passports or other documents siju^ned by the (xovernor and at- 
tested by the Secretary 7 

Patents, trade mnrlvs or copyrights, for registration of H 

Removal, for tiling notiticatlon (S 

Seal of Porto Rico, for affixing ^ 7 

See sub-heads under taxation. 
FINES 

». R C. A. not to have power to impose and collect 14 

FOREIGN CORl^ORATIONS 

See corporatiouH 
FOREIGN REPRESENTATIVES 

Secretary to keep register of 5 

G 

GATELL, Dk. Rafaki., 

Approprirttlon for pHyment for nutopsies performed by 24 

<;eneral orders 

No. 176, 1899, section 2, repealed 8 

No. 122, 1899, Hs authorizes S. P. C. A. to collect fines repealed 14 

No. 195, 1899, as authorizes Ali-aldes to act as police court judges, 
repealed t\H 

GOMEZ BRIOSO, Dk. 

Appropriation for payment of autopsies performed by 24 

GOVERNOR 

ApproprlHtlon, may authorize transfer of 179 

Assessment, Supervisor of — , to appoint < 45 

Charities, to appoint Director of 5 

Code Commission, to appoint members of 145 

Commissioners for Porto Rico, to appoint 25 

Commission to select great seal and coat of arms, to act as Chnlr- 

man of 22 

Insular Police, tn appoint officers and commissioners ION 

Military Staff '. 17 

Office of, salaries and expenses.... 15S 

Pan American Exposition, to appoint commissioners to ^5 

Police Court Judges, to appoint.. 3N 

Prisons, to appoint Director of ,152 

GREAT SEAL AND COAT OF ARMS 

Appropriation for securing drawings and designs for^ 

Commission to select / 22 

Executive Council to approve ^ 

Fee for affixing " 

H 

HAMPTON INSTITUTE. 

Young men and women to be educated In I'i 
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HARBOR. PACxE 

San .loan, improvement of, 17i» 

HEALTH, 

Superior Board of — 

Cemeteries, may condemn landn for IS 

Salaries and exppn»e«, appropriation for 17() — 171 

HERNANDEZ y SANTIAGO, Dr. Pedro, 

Appropriation for pnyroent of autopsies performed by 24 

HOLIDAYS, 

twenty-fifth of July, 21 

HOUSE OF DELEGATES, 
Spanker of 
Commission to select {irreat seal and coat of armn, to act as 

member of • 22 

CommlHSlon to select younir men for ediicntlon In U. S.. to act 

as member of 15 

Oaths, authorized to administer, 2 

Salaries and expenses. 

Appropriation for 158 

Vacancies In, how filled, 10 

HURRICANE, 

of August. 1899, settlement of claims for medicines and supplies 
furnished sufferers 12 

I 

INCOMPATIBILITY 

of office of delegate with other public offices, 2 

INHERITANCE TAX, 

See sub-heads under taxation. 
INSANE ASYLUM, 

salaries and expenses 168— 109 

INSANE PERSONS, 

Judgment of death against. See Jury Trials. 
INSPECTIONS, 

Charitable Institutions 148—149 

Prisons 152 

INSURANCE COMPANIES, 
Foreign Life 
Charters statements and certificates — Treasurer to transfer to 

Secretary 2H 

See sub-heads under Taxation 
INSULAR COURTS, 

Salaries, by whom paid, , ,58 

INSULAR POLICE, 
Appointment, 

OflBcers, 109 

Privates 108 

Appropriation, for salaries and expenses, HI— 15S 

Authority of 107 

Chief of. 
Appointment of,) 
Salary, / ^^' 
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IN8ULAR POlulCE— continued. page 

Duties 107 

Municipal Judges, 
to arrest persons charged with crime, on request of, Ill 

Processes, 
to serve in criminal actions, Ill 

Strength of .* 110 

Term of enlistment 109 

INSULAR POLICE COMMlSi^ION, 

Appointment of,] 

Duties, } 108 

Term of office, J 
INSULAR TAXES, 

See sub'heads under taxation. 
LNTEKEST, 

on bonds issued liy cities, 151 

INTERIOR. 

Office of Commissioner, 

Snlaries and expenses, appropriation for, 165 

INTERNAL REVENUE AGENTS, 

See sub-heads under taxation. 
INTERNAL REVENUE STAMPS. 

See sub-heads under taxation. 

J 
JAILS 

Appropriations for salaries and expenses, 
Humacao. 

.162 


numacao. \ 
Ma.vaguez, > 
Ponce, J 


San .luan 161 

JANKR, l>u. Pkdko, 

Appropriation for pay raent of autopsies performed by 24 

JOINT STOCK COMPANIES 

To file copy of charter with Secretary 26 

JURORS 

Appropriation to pay fees and expenses of 144 

(Challenging 117 

Charging ; 127 

Drawing of 115 

Ext^raption of persons to act as 112—113 

Fees and mileatre 112 

Oath 126 

Persons not competent to act as | 

Qualifications of ( ' ^^^ 

Quarters , 127 

Selecting and returning 114 

Summoning of , 118 

JURY COMMISSIONERS 
Appointment of i 

Duties ' 144 

Qualifications ) 
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JURY TRIALS pagk 

Appeals to Supreme C.oiirt 144 

Bills of exception 140 

ChalleDge, 

Cttusep 120 

•'^""^•, I 118 

exception j 

juror, to 119 

panel, to 11^^ 

ConnplrHcy 
trial for ^..125 

Criminal nctlons, rulen of evidence 124 

Death, when offenBes are pnuinhahle with 12*^ 

District ("ourt 
Jurisdiction, to have .- 1 

Judgment 

Defendant, failure to appear, warrant for arrest 134 

Fine, of 136—137 

Imprisonment 137 

Of death, 

execution 138-140 

Insane perrtons, a;iainHt. 138 

pregnant women, a^ainrtt 13S> 

Libel, trial for 127 

Murder, trial for 125 

New trials 

applications for 144 

granting of 143 

Treason, trial for 124 

Verdict 
(General | 
Special j ^^^ 

Witnesses, examination of 127 

I. 

LANDS 

Condemnation of. for cemetery purposes (see cemeteries) 

Lease of to Compafiia de los Ferroca^rriles de Puerto Rico 105 

LAWS 

Appropriation for publication and printing of 15S 

Distribution of 5 

Fees for certified copies of 7 

Secretary, to furnish certified copies of 1 

to furnish in<lex of, to printer^ 

LAWYERS 

When eligible to act as notaries 102 

LEASE 

Of lands to Compafiia de los Ferrocarrlles de Puerto Rico 105 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Appropriation for salaries and expenses |^ ,,- 

Employees of, to serve Code Commission S 
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LE<iISLATIVE ASSEMBLY— f?owti7ii/e J. pacje 

PenlteiitiHrj', Eatimute of cont to be submitted to, for approval... 18 
Members of, uot to be charjred for searchiuj? archives, or for cer- 
tified copies of laws or other records, when same pertain to 

their official duties 8 

Secretary, to be custodian of furniture of 4 

„ to receive and preserve acts and resolutions of 4 

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEES 

Members of, authorized to administer oaths '2 

LEPER COLONY 

Appropriation for salaries and expenses. 163 

LIBRARY^ Public 

Appropriation for salaries and expenses 173 

LICENSE TAX 

See, sul>'heads under taxation 
LIFE INSURAN(^E COMPANIES 

See, insurance companies 
LIQUORS 

>*ee, sub heads under taxation 
LOANS 

Cities having power to contract 150 

LOIZA & RIO GRANDE 

Establishment of boundary line between 3S 


MALT LIQUORS 

see sub heads under taxation 
MANUFACTURERS 

Hee sub heads under taxation 
MAYOR 

See Alcalde 
MEDICINES and SUPPLIES furnished hurricane sufferers of 1899, 

Settlement of claims for 12 

MILITARY STAFF 

For Governor 17 

MUNICIPAL 

('ouncils, power of, regarding issuance (5f bonds 150 

Conrts, salaries and expenses of 178 

Judges may request insular police to arreHt persons charged with 
crime Ill 

Police, authority of insular pollceover 107 

Secretaries 
custodian of police court bonds 40 

duties of, relating to issuance of bonds 151 

Treasurer, duties of, relating to issuance and payment of bonds.... 151 

MUNICIPALITIES 

Ometeries constructed by and under control of, to be free 16 

Issuance of bonds by '. 150 — 151 

Levying? and collecting taxes to supply deficiencies in budgets of 150 

N 

NAMES 

Secretary to record changes of 4 
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NAVAL STATION Pagk 

Memorinl to CongresB rel'itiv** to egtabliHliraent of 180 

NEWSPAPERS 

Facsimile and certificate of GreHt Seal to be published In 22 

NOTARIAL PRACTICE 102 

Notaries 

Fee for certifieate of appointment 8 

Lawyers acting as ] 

Bond of K 102 

Penalty for non-compliance with law J 

Secretary to keep regist/er of 5 

To comply with notarial laws , 


To file protocol with Clerk of Supreme Court 
See sub-head under 'I'axation 


I 


O 

OATHS 

Members of Legislative Ci»mmittees may administer 2 

President of Executive Ccmm-il may administer 2 

Secretary of Police Courts may administer 39 

See sub-head under Taxation 

Speaker of House of Delegates may administer 2 

To be administered to jurors 122 

OFFICIAL GAZETTE 

See sub-head under Taxation 

OMS. Dr. Luis, 

Appropriation for payment of, for autopsies 24 

P 

PAN A MP:RIC AN EXPOSITION 

Approi»riation for representation at 

('oinmfssioners, appointni'^nt of }> 3 

Compensation 
PATENTS 

Fees for registration of S 

Secretary to record and issue certificates 5 

PENALTIES 

See sub-heads under Taxation 
PENITENTIARY 

Appropriation for establishment of 17 

Legislative Assembly, estimate cost to be submitted to IN 

Salaries and expenses, appropriation for 161 

POLICE COURTS 

Appeals from judgment of 41 

Bail in 40 

General Orders 195, of 1899, as authorizes Alcaldes to' act as, 

repealed 3S 

Judg-es, 

Appointment of 38 

Salaries 39 

Term 3S 

Subpoenas, writs and summonses, serving of 41 
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POLICE COUKTS— coiit/auefy. pajik 

AVhen oi)en ^U 

Secretaries, 

Appointment nf *Mi 

Bond 

4(» 


} 


Duties 

Salaries 89—40 

PORTO RICO 

Great Seal and Coat of Arms 2'i 

NhvhI Station, memorial Hskin^ establishment of ISO 

Younj? men, education of in U. S , i:» 

PREQNANr WOMEN 

Judgment of death Hjj^alnst , 1:J9 

PRISON, DIRKCrOK OF ' 

Appointment nf 152 

AppropriHiion of HoHrd of Prisim Control transferred to ir»6 

AsoiiatnntH. employ mnnt of \i,:{ 

Bond ) 

Duties/ '**^ 

KeeiMirM, appointment of 154 

Oath 152 

HhyslclHnH. appointment of 154 

Prisoners, 
labor of ^ 

maintenance of i 155 

Huppli»*s and provision!* for) 

Quarters 153 

Report 155 

Salaries nnd expennes, appropriation for 160 

Teachers, appointment of 154 

Term , 152 

Wnrdens. appointment of 154 

PRISON CONTROL, BOAKD OF 
Abolishment of 

Transfer appropriation and duties to Director ofPrlson* 
PROCESSES 

Insular police, to serve Ill 

PROPERTY 
Personal, 
Real 
See sub-heatlH under Taxntlon. 
PUBLIC PRINTER 

Index of Ihws and resolutiona, S-^eretary to furnish 4 

PUBLIC SCHOOL 
See Schools, 
PUBLIC WORKS, BOARD OF 
Appropriations, 
Expenses ^ 

Roads, maintenance and repair of / ^^^ 

Salaries, office force 1(>5 

field force , 1<;6 


i 156 


11 
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Q 

QUORUM PAGK 
Supreme Court of Porto Rico, 
three members to constitute 16 

R 

RECORDS OF NOTARIES 

, See Protocols 
REGISTRATION 

See sub-heads under Taxation. 
REMOVAL 

Fee for recording notice of , 8 

RESIGNATIONS 

Alcaldes ( ^-, 

CouncilmeDf 

House of Delegates, members of ) ^ 

Officers Commissiooed bj^ Governorj ^ 

RETAIL DEALERS 

See sub-lieads under Taxation 
RIO GRANDE & LOIZA, 

Boundry line, establishment of for taxation i»f distrietH J>S 

RIOTS 

Insular Police to quell 107 

ROADS, 

Appropriation for repair and maintenance of * 106 

S 
SALARIES 

Assessment officers, appropriations for 101 

Attorney General, office of 160 

Auditor, office of .\... , 164 

Printing and Supply Division 165 

Charities, Director of 146— 14w 

Office of 168 

Charity Schools 

^^^''l 169 

Girls') *^^ 

Code Commission '. 145 

Dlputacl6n Provincial, Commission on Claims against, 174 

Education Department of 

Common Schools 

English Supervisors 

Free Public Library 

Normal School V 171—172—178 

Office of Commissioner 

San Juan High and Elementary Schools 

Teachers' Institutes 

Teachers 83— 34— JJTi 

Executive Council i.M — 157 

Governor, office of 15S 

Health, Superior Board of 170 

House of Delegates ..: 158 

Insane Asylum 161» 
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»^ A LARIES— c'o/if/flMef/. page 

InsulHr Courts 175— 17<5— 177— 17S 

Iiisulnr police ^^ 158 

Interior, Departiueut of — 
Fie 111 force ( ^^ 

Office of CommlwHloiier ) 

.loilH 161— 1B2 

Lieper (Colony 168 

Municipal ('ourtrt 178 

Police CourtH, 

SecretHrlHg f 

Public WorkH, Board of 

Flpid force 166 

Office force ; 165 

SecretHry of Porto Rleo, office of 159 

Treasurer, office of 163 

U. S. DiHtrict Court of Porto Rico 174 

S A N.TUAN HARBOR 

Memorial aflkiog iraprovemeat of 179 

S(^HOOLS 

Appropriation for salaries and expenses ;...172— 173 

Directors, 

Election of. 
Coxnpensatloi 

Districts, orf?ntiization of 33 

Funds , 31 

Holidays to be observed | 

I^njsrth of school year, month and day f 

Night schools !37 

Principals, 

Duties ^ 

Examinations \ 35 

Qualifications [ 

SalHries ) 

Pupils, treatment of 37 

Supervision and direction of 29 

Supervisors and superintendents, appointment of .36 

Teachers, 

Appointment of 

Enjfllsh 34 

All others 35 

Dismissal of 33—34 

Examinations .' 34 

House rent 36 

Qualifications 1 

Salaries / ^ '^'^ 

Selection of 1 

Vacancies, how tilled J 


:.■;::::::!■ ^ 
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.SCHOOL BOARD pa(1ic 

Duties 'My 

Eier^tlon of 29 

.TurlRrllctfon \ 

Meetings [ 

Officers, election nf I : 30 

Organization | 

Quorum J 

Heraoval ^ 

Report \ 81 

School funrlnJ 

Term- • 29 

VHcaucies .32 


\ 


SEALS 

Commissioners for Porto Rico '. 25 

Insuhir officers, Secretary to file rlescription of... 

Secretary to furnisli 

See gren t neal 

SECR!^:TARY of PORTO RICO 

AssistaiiGH employment of 4 

Associations, to keep register of 5 

Archives, fee for searehinjc , 7 

Bills and resolutions, to preserve 4 

rHpital Stock, fee for fllinjif or issuinj;: certificate of increase or de- 
crease ill H 

Charital)le institutions, no fee to he collected for filiniyc articles of 

incorporation of 7 

Commissions, to affix^reat seal to 4 

Omsiils, to keep register of 5 

Corporations, foreign — 

Annual report, to make to 28 

Charters, to he filed with 2« 

,, to he transferred from Treanurer to 29 

Penalty for non-compliance with law 2S 

To file certificate coiisentin«: to be sued in (>ourts of the Island.... 27 
Educational institutions, not to collect fee for filing articles of In- 
corporation at 7 

P^xecutive Council. 
Furniture and stathmary, to b^ custodian of 

Minutes of, to record and preserve 3 

Existance, certificate of continuance of, fee for filing or issuing 8 

Foreign nations, to keep reulster of representatives of 5 

Governor, 

Absence of, to act in 4 

Acts and proceedings of, to record. « \ .^ 

Proclamations and orders, to promulgate j 

To make annual report to 5 

Great Seal and Coat of Arms, 

Custodian of 4 

Fee for affixing , 7 

Index, of laws, resolutions and journals, to furnish printer with.... 4 
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SECKETARY OF PORTO RWO -continued, pagk 

I..aw8, 

Di!*tiihntfon o! 5 

FeoH for certified copleH \ ^ 

Index of, to furnish printer withf 

To record Hiid preserve H 

I^egisla ti ve A ssembly , 

Furniture nnd stationery, to be cuHtodian of 6 

Laws enacted by, to record and preHt^rve H 

Li\te InsurHnce < 'Oinpanies. t-harters, wtnternents and certificates to 

be trannferred from Treasurer to 29 

Names, to keep record of chanjje of 4 

Notaries, to k^ep reg:ister of 5 

Pardons, to affix jrreatseHl to 4 

l»Hi-sport8, fee for attestation to 7 

Patents, fee for reii^iHtnitiou of 8 

Publications, distribution of 5 

Records, fee for searchintr ) 

Religious institutions, no fee for filing articles of in- >- 7 

corporation of } 

Report, Annual 5 

Sen Is. 

Insular officers, to file descriptii>n of.., ^ 

Municipalities, to file description of... > 5 

to furnish ) ^ 

SEIN, Dk. Francisco, 

Appropriation for payment of autopsies performed by 24 

SPIRirS 

See subheads under Taxation. 
STAMPS 

See sub-heads under Taxation. 
SUPERIOR BOARD OF HEALTH 

See Health, Superior Koard of — 
SUPERVISOR OF ASSESSMENTS 
See sub heads under Taxation. 
SUPREME COURT OF PORTO RICO 

Appeals to 144 

f Clerk, 

Notfirl»*H, protocols of, to be filed In office of 102 

President, 

Notaries, to Impose fines on, for not complying with law 102 

Quorum In 16 

RuM and reguiations governing the admission of attorneys and 
counsellors to practice In ..,.1(»3 
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TAXATION. 

A 

ADDITIONAL TAX PAOk 

On distilled Hquora. when changed by sweetening and adoltera- 

tinj? '. 80— SI 

Tax on fermented wines, when changed or adultered 81 

ADMINISTRATOR, &c.. 

r.ompeneatlon of, subject to inheritance tax 9^ 

Duty of, to notify Treasurer of death of decedent, Ac 96^07 

Penalty for non-payment of taxes on assets of bankrupts (SO 

Shall deduct tax before distributing estate % 

Shall not distribute assets until taxes are paid 60 

Term defined as used in Title III. of Revenue Act 99 

ADULTERATING 

Additional tax on 81 

AFFIDAVITS, 

Attestation of, excepted from taxes 87 

ALCOHOL. 

Wood, tax on 80 

ALE, 

Tax on ^ • 81 

AMMUNITION, 

See Arms and Ammunition. 

ANISADO 

Tax on 80 

ANISE 

Tax on 80 

APPEALS, Board of— 
See Board of Appeals. 

Corporation may appeal from increase of value by Treasurer 76 

From assessment of inheritance tax to District Court... 97 

From Boards of Review ,55 

Right of companies inc<»rporated in Porto Rico to appeal from 
valuation of assessors 73 

APPORTIONMENT 

Of shares of proceeds of taxes amon^: municipal districts 89 

APPRAISALS, 

Of decedents, estates, right of appeal from 97 

Results of, to be communicated to the Treasurer an«t to 
administrators, 9'^ 

APPRAISERS, 

Misdemeanor for them to take any fee or reward, 97 

To be appointed by Treasurer to appraise estates of decedents,*... 97 
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APPROPRIATION, PAGK 

To carry into effect provlnlotjs of Act to provide r^tel^mf for 
Porto Rico.-. ,4W-^Ite 

ARMS AND AMMUNI PlON 

Not Government property, tax on 84 

Tax on dealers in i » o...». W 

ASSESSMENT, 

AnnuHl, revision and correction authorised 7b 

May he increased or lowered at annnal revlaifm » ». f0 

No chanji^e to lie made In, in cane of trnnsft^r ot pro|ii*rty .....,». 1H 

Of inheritance tax, riflfht of appeal from 97 

Of real property of eompanlerf Incorporated in Porto Rico T8-^78 

Of real property of foreign corpora tionn to be made wher^ 

property is located, 77 

Of shares In corporationx, distributed amonj^ast^essninnt districts 

by residence oi owners..,, 7ii 

Officers, appropriation for salaries and expanses 101 — 102 

On eompletioti of districts, assessors to transmit sciiednles, 54 

Revision of, by Boards of Review 54 

Schedules, bound copies to be signed and end(»rsed by Clerk, 

Board of Appeals, 57 — 58 

ASSESSMENT 

Schedules, not more than one assessment district to be bound in 

one book, 58 

Schedules, to be filled out by taxpayers 48 

Schedules to be furnished by assessors to all taxable persons 48 

ASSESSMENTS. ^ 

Supervisor of. 

How appointed, 5 

Length of employment and duties) 45 

Salary of, 45 

To appoint Board of Review 54 

To appoint District assessors 40 

To appoint division assessors 40 

To desljroate chairmen of Boards of Review 5 

To direct and supervise assessments, 45 

To iiivide Islaad into assessment dlstrictw 45— 4« 

To divide Island into review districts, 54 

To furuish books for recording decisions of Boards of Review 55 

To procure necessary booliw. &c., 46 

To publish InHtructions relative to asMessments 46 

To receive ct^rrected scheduIeH from Boards of Review, 56 

ASSESSORS, 

Authorized to examine under oath 58 

District, how appointed, and salaries, 46—47 

District, to transmit sciiednles upon completion of assessments... 54 

Division, h<»w appointed, and salaries, 46 

Division, tocontrol as.^essments in respective districts, 46 

ASSESSORS 

Divisions to deliver completed schedules to Boards of Review 54 

Division, to receive completed schedules from district assessors 54 
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ASSESSORS— con f/nwef/. v^of 

111 IncreHSIn^ vnluHtioii, to «erve notice 52 

No clmrKe to lie iiiflfJe by, for arlralnisteHn^ OHthH..' 5:^ 

Or other emplt».vee8, penalty for neglect «)f duty, or receivings Uiih%»H,. 78 

Penalty forf*ilIiire to have oath adiiiinlHtered ..;..... 7>> 

To adiuliiiHi^r oathR r... ../..»../... .... 58 

To aHsess real property of companlen incorp:)rated in POKt©!li*w>.:. 72 

To correct schedules filed with BoardH of Review ^:'.l^:.,i......i ;... »3 

To determine valueH ;.:..-;':...>.: -.:.... 52 

To furnish assessment schedules 48 

To furnir*h duplicate certittcates of valuation and aMMeHSiiient to 

Treasurer and officers of companies 7J> 

To have accesM to official records 99 

To strike out fraudulent deductions 50 

To value property when no declaration is made... 51 

To value property when not returned 53 

ASSIGNEE, 

Shall receive no discharge until taxes are paid 60 

ATTACHMENT, 

And sale to be made by collector on refiisHl to pay taxes, HI 

Enforceable upon service of notice 62 

List of delinquent taxpayers to l>e posted before 61 

Of property of delinqnent tHxpayers. upon consent of Treasurer/.. I. 61 

Of real propert.T "63—64 

To be returned by RejBclstrar of Property to collector.... 64 

When executed, sale to be made by collector 62 

When nopiember^ of debtor's family found, notice to be posted 62 

ATTORNEY GENERAL, 

To approve payment of SHlnries and expenses of Insular Courts.. 58— 59 

AI^cmON, Public. 

Forfeited Hrtides tobesold at 92 

Sale at, of property for non-payment of taxes 62—63 

AUDITOR, 

Stnmp agents to account to for stamps .....93—94 

To approve form and execution of bofads of stamp agents 93 — 94 

To approve surety of bonds of collectors 58—59 

To receive monthly accounts from collectors 100 


BANKRUPTS 

Taxes on estates of, to receive priority claim HO 

Will not be discharged uutll taxes have been paid 60 

BANKS, &c., books of, to be opened to inspection by Ti'easurer at all 

times 70 

Officers of to assist Treasurer in examining their condititm 70 

BARLEY and HOPS 

Tax on liquor produced by fermentation of 81 

BARS 

See saloons. 

BAY RUM 

Tax on , ^0 
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BEER i''^«J"^ 

Tax on ^1 

'i'ax on di'Rlerrt in '^ 

Bill nf sHle on pwyment »t tnx sale 68 

BITTERS 

Tmx on :A ^<> 

BOARDING HOUSES 

Selling llqut>r8 and ci;e:ar8, 
THxesou 85— 8« 

BOARD OK APPEALS 

Clerk of, t'Kcertify assessment book for districts 56 

Clerk of, to record records of appealit 56 

Clerk of, to sij^jn Hnd endorse bound usst^ssment Mchedules 58 

Executive Ctnmqil to act hh 56 

May examine under oath 57 

May order the Treawurer to correct errors in assensnient ^... 57 

Afny receive Mppealsfrom Boards of Review 56 

Members of may administer oaths 57 

Procedure in appeHliiijr to 57 

Session not to exceed thirty davs 56 

Shall hear nppeals of corponitioMs from increased valuations by 

Treasurer 58 

TaxpHyer to be notified of decision of, increasing valuation 56 

BOARD OF APPEALS 

To i-orrect errors in asse8'<ment 57 

To decide all appewls from Boards of Review 56 

To deliver all records to Treasurer upon completion of work 57 

To thoroughly examine assessment schedules returned by Boards 

of Review 56 

Treasurer to furnish the neeessarj'^ clerical assistance to 57 

BOARDS OF REVIEW, 
Appeals to 

Assessors to correct schedules filed with, where omissions occui* 58 

Chairman, custodian of books and records 54 

<'ompensation of 54 

Duration of sitting 54 

Duties of 54 

How appointed 54 

Majority competent to exercise powers of 54 

No increase of valuation to be made by, without nerving' notice.. .54 — 55 

Office hours of 54 

Powers of : 54 — 55 

Supervisor of Assessments to name Chairman 54 

To consist of three assessors 54 

To decide appeals of taxpayers 54— ;55 

To receive appeals from taxpayers 54 

To receive completed schedules 54 

To value property omitted by assessor 54—55 

BOARDS OF REVIEW 

All decisions of to be recorded in a book 55 

Appeals decided by, to be recorded 55 
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BOAKDS OF REVIEW— rwif/wf/ecf. fa^k 

AppealH from to be decided by the Board of AppenlH ' ."iB 

On completion of work, to return completed schedules to Super- 
visor of Assessments 55 

Power to examine under oath 55 

Procedure in appealioK from declwlons of 57 

8Hme rijyrht of appeal to for corporations as is Hccorded to tndivi- 

dualH 73 

To make known on application, valuation of property 55 

BONDS 

Cednlu, depoMited by Insurance companieM to he returned 7Y 

Deputy collectors to plve 5^ 

Failure to report, penalty for 52 

In case of export of domestic articles, Treasurer to decide amount 

of 87—88 

Must be given before expiration of taxable articles 87 — 88 

Official, attestation of excepted from taxation 87 

Of indemnity, stamp tax on 72 

Of manufHcturers, importers and exporters, penalty for failure to 

execute 87—88 

Shall be given by manufactOrers and importers of taxable arti- 
cles 87—88 

Shall not exceed 50^|o of the annual value of exportation by manu- 
facturers 87—88 

To be given by collectors 59 

To be given by stamp agents 94 

BOOTHS 

Wayside provision, selling liquor and cigars, taxes on , 85 — 86 

BRANDY, 

Tax on 80 

BDTTER, 

Importation of, tax on 83—84 

C 

(;af^es, 

Selling cigars, tax on ^ 85—86 

Tax on, according to class 85 

CAPITAL 

Of corporations, taxes to be paid on actual value of 74—75 

CARDS, Playing, 

Tax on 83 

CATTLE, 

What are exempt from tax sales 99 

(^EDULA bonds, 
' See bonds. 
CERTIFICATE, 

Of attachment of real property to be recorded In Registrar of 
Deeds' office 63—64 

Of real property attached for sale, to contain particulars 63 — 64 

CHAMPAGNE, 

Tax on ; 81 
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(^HEWING TOBAC(X), pagR 

'I'nxes on ...,...., 83 

CHIEF OF INTERNAL REVENUE AGENTS, 

Set» Intfi'tial Revenue Ag:ents, Chief. 
CHILDREN, 

IhhHi-ftHnce of, exempt from taxation 94 — 95 

riGARETTES 

Taxerioii ? :....,, ^..., ,...82—83 

Tax on dealers in ; ; - 85 — 86 

CIGARS, &«:.. /■ / * 

.NtftiinTHCturel nnrt sold by retail nenlers on their own premises, to 
he free from tax .^,..^^...,^.... , ,....85 — 86 

Thx on . ' /' : .....81—82 


'I'hx i»n dealers in .......85—86 

CLAIMS ' 

Fnilnre to report, penalty for ..!..., 52 

CLARET, ' '' 

Thx on : 81 

CLFRK of Executive Council, 

See Executive Council, Clerk of. 

COLLECTOR?^, 

Appropriation for salaries of 101 — 102 

.Authorized to desijB^nate sub-pollection H|3:encies 59— (K) 

Duties of, as to delinquent tHxpayers ,... -...!..,» 59 

How paid ; - 58—59 

How to serve attachment when no ni^»mber of (Jejli^tor's faniily. can 

, be found .,.. ^. .^ — .61 — 62 

In executing HttHchment, when 4nay enter house, of debtor.. ...... .61 — 62 

LochI Huthorities to render assistance to ,v 61 — 62 

Mny postpone salw upon ^ivin^ notice .....i,...,. .65 

No longe»' pH.v salaries and expenses of Insular ('ourts ,.Q8 — 59 

Office hours .v. ....59 — 60 

Of internal revenue, penalty for neglect of duty ^90^-91 — 92 

a '. Ill, • .. 

On order of Treasurer shall ceriify and describe real. property at- 
tached for sale ,. ..vj-., •• ''•M--rv*^? — ^ 

Penalty for purchasing* pruperty at tax sale .....,,;..j...... .,,.... ,.65 — 66 

Penaly for s»ile of pri>perty'exeinpt from taxation,, ,....,.,....,.... 65 

IVnalty for taxpayers offering" resistance t<» ...^, ........,,61 — 62 

Salaries of i .., 58—59 

To advertise sale of property ,.. ........*....,..,.. 64 

'Vo Ue notified by Treasurer to attach and sell real property 63 

To collect taxes 58 

To deliver certificates of purchase to purchaJ:«er..»... ., 66 

To desi«:aate time when taxes will be received at sub-collection 

ucencies ,,...., 59 — 60 

Ti» execute attachment and malve sale ..-Ol — 62 

To forward list of delinquent taxpayers^to Treasurer and to munici- 
pal authorities 61 

To fctive bonds 58— 5i) 

To note time and place of sale of property in advertisement. ,....64 — 65 
To notify Treasurer when personal property is iusutticlent to pay 
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COLLECTORS— cow tin tied, page 

taxea 6^^ 

To obtHlii written consent of Treanurer before attachment and 

Hale of property 61 

To pay over all revenues, taxes, &c., received hy tlieiu, to the Tre«- 

fiorer In full 100 

To perform such duties as may be Imposed upon them by law, or 

asslKiied to them by the Treasurer iH) 

To post list of delinquent taxpayers, &c 61 

To purchase property unsold at sale, In name of People of Porto 

Rico 67—68 

To receive stamps from Treasurer 93—94 

To receive tax receipts and tax rolln from Treasurer ,, 58 

To render monthly accountn to the Auditor lOo 

To report to Treasurer full amount realised at tax sales 6^ 

To secure Judicial order to enter bouse of debtor to execute attach- 
ment 61—62 

To sell property to highest bidder 64—65 

To serve attachment on debtor 61-62 

Upon consent of Treasurer, to attach delinquent taxpayer's pro- 
perty 61—62 

COMMISSIONS, 

To stamp agents, appropriations for..*. 101 

CON8UMO TAX. 

Shall not Iw levied or collected 88 

CONTINGENT EXPENSES, 

Of officers, ayents, &c., appropriation for 101 

COPARTNERS' Property. 

Returns, how made 48 — 19 

CORDIALS, 

Tax on 80 

CORPORATIONS. 

Authorized to retain proportionate share of taxes from holdines 

of individual owners, 76 — 77 

Capital of .invested In real property, how assessed and taxed. ...74 — 75 

License, fee for renewal of 69 

Must renew licenses annually 69 

Not incorporated In Porto Rico to pay taxes on actual value of 

capital employed 77 

Penalty for violation of section 63 of Revenue Act- 70 

President shall return list of holdings and residence of sharehold- 
ers 75—76 

President of, to make sworn declaration of value of capital 74 — 75 

Shall not transact business without license from Treasurer: 68—69 

Taxable value of capital, how ascertained 74—75 

To file copy of transfer of articles of Incorporation G^ 

To file statement with Treasurer, stating address, name, business, 

&c 68 

To pay taxes on actual value of capital 74 — 75 

COSMETICS, 

Tax on sa 


* 
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COUNTERFEITING StHinp«», pagk 
Penalty for 93 

COURTS, 

Records and archives of, to be open to assesMors and inHpecton* 99 


DEBTS 

Failure to report, penaltj' 52 

To be subtracted from VHhiatioii of pr iperty 49 — 50 

DECEDENTS 

Estates to l)e appraised 97 

Taxes on estates of, to receive priority claim fiO 

DECLARATION OF PROPERTY 

Oath to accompany 51—52 

DEPUTY COLLECTORS 

Duties prescribed under head of collectors. 
DISBURSING OFFICKRS 

Department of Justice to pay after April Ist, 1901. salaries and ex- 
penses of Insular Courts * 5S— 59 

DISTILLED LIQUORS 

-Additional taxes on when adulterated 80—81 

Taxes on dealers in 84—85 

Taxes per gallon 80 

DISTRICT ASSESSORS 

See Assessors, District. 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

To collect inheritance tax when notified of their non-payment by 

Treasurer 97—98 

DISTRICT COURTS 

To decide appeals from assessments of inheritance tax 97 

DIVISION ASSESSORS 

See Assessor, Division. 
DOCUMENTS 

Taxes on 87 

DOM E8T1C GOODS 

Exported, exempt from taxation.,. 87 — 88 


ENTRIES OF MERCHANDISE 

Imported from foreign countries, taxes* on 87 

Imported from the United States, taxes on 87 

EXCISE TAXES 

Title 2 of the Revenue Law. 

EXECUTION 

Of attachment procedure 61 — 02 

EXEC^UTIVE COUNCIL 

Clerk of, to act as clerli of Board of Appeal 56 

To act as Board of Appeal 56 

To confirm appointment of Supervisor of Assessmenti* 45 

Treasurer before revoking license of Surety or other companies 
shall lay facts before » 70—71 
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EXECUTORS vxaK 

Coiupeiisation of. subject to i«iheritHiu'e tax 9f) 

Fenaltyfor non-payment of taxen upon estates of (It^eelents «0 

To notify Treasuser of death of decedent, value of estate names of 
heirs, &c UH 

Shall not distiil)Ute estates unti) taxes nre paid W 

EXEMFriON 

From certain Insular taxes for dealers In articles tnxed in schfc»dule 
*B" of the Revenue Act (SS 

Goods of domestic manufneture exenipt from taxation when ex- 
ported 87— >^s 

Two finjidred dollars and less ex'-mpt from inheritaucH tax i>4 — 9.") 

EXPENSES 

Travel! nji; and contingent, assessment oftirers, aj»ents, &r . ai»- 

propriation for. 101 

EXPOKTATION 

Of jroods of domestic manufacture. Treasurer to issue reftula'ioiis 

for..... .- 87— SS 

Penalty for persons en£?Hj»ed in not executing* bond 87— ss 

EXPORPS 

Goods of domestic mHuufacture exported, ^ha II be exempt from 
taxes under Revenue Law 87 — 8S 

F ■ 

FEES 

Allowed Registrar for recovery of property from purchaser 67 

Cannot be char>>ed People of Porto Rico for recording: puicha8e-67 — 68 

For renewal of corporation license 69 

FERMENTED LIQUOR 

Tax on, dcHlers in .' 85 

Ma»t or other vinous liquor,*tax on 81 

FOREIGN 

Corporations, &c., frftnchi««e tax ..71 — 72 

Corporrttions, real property of, to be assessed where located. 77 

Corporations, whnn exempt for ninety da.vs 69—70 

FORFEITED ARTICLES 

Proceeds of sale to be paid to Treasurer of Porto Rico 98 

FORFEITURE, 

Articles subject to tax, on which taxes have not been paid, to be 
forfeited ; ,.92—98 

FRANCHISE TAX 

To be paid by Foreign Insurance,. &c., CompHuies 71 — 72 

P^RAUDULENT RETURNS 

Penalty for makln;a: .•77 — 78 

FURNITURE 

When exempt from tax sales 62—68 

FUSES 

Tax on ,... , 84 

G • 

(GENERAL ORDERS • 

Foreijrn insurance and other companies, acting under,: exempt 
for 90 days 69-70 
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OIN PAftK 

Tax on HO 

<40VKUN0K 

To Hppoint Supervif o»* tit Assessment-'..,.,. , 4.") 

(4KAIN 

Tax on spii'it>4 rJ4Mtill»''l from ..-. ,.., .,. SO 

<iaoCERY STOKES 

Seilinic lic^uor hh«1 -ciiCHrta, ra*xes (»ii * ..,. 85—86 

H 

HORSES 

Thnise exenipt from t'lx Haies 02--6S 

HOTELS 

Selling; cigars. tMxe-* K** 

I 

IMPORTATION, 

Penalt^^ for pHrsons enifajjert in not g:iv1ni5 ttie rec^nirpd bnn<1 S7 

lIVn'QRTERS, 

Bonds of shall not exceed 50 o|o of annual iini^ortatlons 87 

Enga8:e<i In wholesale and retail sale' of articles to pny license tax 

on both..,. .^ 8687 

Of taxable arrii'l-e« to ^ive btnid ^ 87 

INCUMBERED PROPERTY, 

How taxed 50-51 

Penalty for failure to report 51 52 

Taxes on, by whom paid , 50-51 

INDUSTRIAL and rommemal tax, abolished July 1st, 1901 99-100 

INHERITAN(^E TAX, 

A8>ae>*sment of, rl>rht of appeal from 97 

Penalty for delay in payingr 97-98 

Until paid no jndire whall approve distribution ofewtate 99 

INSPEi^TlON diNtrictH. to be established by Treasurer 89-90 

INSPECTORS, to have access to official records 99^ 

INSTRUMENTS attested' by Notary Public;'taxe8 on 87 

Recorded by »«ejj:lstrar of property 87 

Taxes on i 7i* 

INSUl^AR Board of Appeals. Shh HomfmI of Appeals 55 

Courts, salaries to be paid by Disbursiug Officer, Department of 

.lustice. „ ^ ....; jLM :.. 58-59 

Taxes, see Taxes. 
IN>URAN<>E con) panics opera linu aider General orders exempt for 

ninety days 69-70 

CoiiipHuies, 'treasurer authorized to return cedula bonds deposited 

by 71 

policy, stamp tax on 7'2 

INTERNAL REVHNUE AGENTS, 

Appropriation for salaries and expenses of ^ 100 

('hief of, how appointed andcompeusation. 89 

Chief of, to supervise duties of ayetits 90 

Duties of : 90 

Have power to administer oaths ; 90 
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INTERNAL REVENUE AGENTS— cod f/iiuec/. page 

Have power to record bondn of tHXpHyers 90 

How appointed, and compensation of 89 90 

Penalty for neglect of duty 90-91-92 

Powers of 90 

Reimbursement for traveling expeo«eM and per diem allowHtice8...K9-lK) 

INTERNA L REVENUE STAM PS. See Stamps, Internal Keven-ue. 

INVOICE and sales books, bow supplied and by whom paid 87 

J 

JUDGES shall not approve distribution of estate until inheritance tnx is 
paid 99 

1. 
LADING, Hills of 

For merchandise exported .^7 

LAGER 

Taxes on .^... 81 

LEGATEE 

His bequest to be sold In cnse of IiIm failure to pay taxHK 98 

LESSEE 

Paying taxes may recover .*. 61 

LICENSE TAXES 

Both wholesale and retail to be paid by merchants in wholesale 

and retail trade '. 86 — 87 

1^' or Surety Companies, Banks &c., rev<»carl«tn of 70—71 

From Treasurer, unlawful for companieM to transact bUKiiifHs 

without 68—09 

Local, not prohibited 88—89 

Of corporations, must be renewed annually 69 

LIENS 

To have force and effect of execution 00—61 

LIQUORS 

Distilled, vinous and fermented. taxeH on T 79—80 


MALT LIQUORS 

Fermented, taxes on 81 

Taxes on dealers in 85 

MATCHES 

Taxes on 84 

MANUFACTURE 

Penalty for persons engasrlnK in and not executing the required 

bond 87—88 

MANUFACTURERS 

Bonds of, not to exceed 50°jo of the value of annual titannfacture..87— 88 

Importers of taxable articles to give bonds 87 — ^88 

Of rum etc., sellin/s: same at place removed from place of manu- 
facture, to pay double taxes SS 

MECHANICS 

And artisans' tools and utensils, when exempt from tax sale 62—63 
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MEDICINAL PrepnrHtlniiB, pagk 

Proprietary taxes on 83 

Those pxeinpt from taxes 80 

MKKCHANTS 

Eiii^aiced in wliolesale and retail snies of artiel4>f>i, to pay iicenc^e 

tax on lioth 86— S7 

MOLAS8ES 

Taxes on spirits distilled from 80 

MULES 

Or donlieys, exempt from tax sales 62—63 

MUNICIPAL 

Authorities, list of delinquent taxpayers to be forwarded to by 

collectors....^ 61 

MUNICIPAL DISTRICTS 

Apportionment of share of proceeds of taxes amoof? 89 

Not to levy or collect consu mo taxes 88—89 

Rollins stock &c. of railroads to lie taited according: to mileage 

in 76 

MUNICIPAL 

Or other local g:overnments, records to be accessible to assessors, 
inspectors &c 99 


NOTARIES PUBLIC. 

Not to execute any documents In connection with distribution of 
estate without j>ruductlon of Treasurer's receipts 99 

Records to be accessible to accessors &c 99 

Taxes on Instruments or documents attested by 87 

NOTES. 

Failure to report penalty of * 52 

NOTICE 

To be posted of delinquent taxpayers, when property will be at- 
Httached 61 

To taxpayers to l»e posted in public places 60 — 61 

O 

OATHS, 

No charge to be made for administration l>3^ assessors 53 

Or affirmation, penalty for refusal to make 77 — 78 

Of office , a testation of, when accepted 87 

President or other chief officer of corporation shall make oath to 

list and valuation of property 73 — 74 

To be taken by taxpayer 51 — 52 

OCCU PATION, 

Taxes on 79 

OFFICIAL GAZETTE, 

Names of district assessors to be published In 46—47 

Notification of revocation of company license to bepuhlished in. .70 — 71 
Sale of property for taxes to be advertised in 64 

OLEOMARGARINE, 

Taxes on 83—84 

OWNERS, 

May redeem property sold for taxes within ninety days 66 
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PATENT MEDICINES, ' PAffi; 

Taxes on,. , s:^ 

PEDDLERS. 

Selllnjr liquors and cig^ara, tHxes on , ,.,. , 85 — hi; 

PENALTY, 

Ft}r apprHiser taking fee or reward from administrator or heir nf 

estate , 97 

For cliargt« by assesHors for adminintration of oaths ^-l 

For corrnptiy receiving fee or reward...... ., ,.. 7n 

Far counterfeitinpr or re-iisfng Rtampn !i;i 

For delay in paying Inheritance tax 97— S)h 

For delinquency, shall apply to corporations the same as to indi- 

vidnals • 76 — 77 

For failure of tax collector to reiider accounts v 10<> 

For failure to affix stamps onder excise law -. 92 

For failure to execute bond before engaging in »)ianu(acturiiig, im- 
portation or exportHtion V....S7 — ^h 

l-'or false or fraudulent returns 77 — 7x 

For neglect of duty by employees f>f Treasury department.. .90 — 91 — 92 

For neglect of duty by employees under Revenue Act ^.»jrv- "*^ 

For refusal to take oath or answer questions 77 — 7H 

For registrars recording assets of bankrupts or decedents, upon 

which taxes have not been paid :....,... (lO 

For sale of property exempt from taxation 65 

For surety and other companies, banks, &c.>fHiling to comply 

with Revenue Act 70 — 71 

For taxpayers for resistance to collectors : 61—62 

For violation of Revenue Act by corporations 7<» 

For violation of Revenue Act by officer or agent of companv 72 

For violation of Section 105 of the Revenue Act 99 

Impf>sed for not Hskiny: return of property ,! 5^^ 

On admifiistrators or executors for division of assets witnout pav- 

■( ' ' '■ . 

ing taxes \ 0^5 

On assessor for failure to cause oath to be administered 7H 

PEKFUMERY 

Tax on -.. :.\ X .* 81 

PEOF»LE OF PORTO RICO ^ . ;: . v --' - 

Unsold property may be purchased in name of at tax sale 67— HS 

PERSON ^' 

Defined as used in Title III of Revenue Act ....,vi 99 

PERSONAL PROPERTY ; ( 

See Property. • * . * i' ' 

PLAYING CARDS i3' 

Tax on ...,:a m 

PORTER 

Tax on ; : !. W. 81 

PORT WINE 

Tax on ....;...; 81 

PROCEDURE 

In executing certificate of purchase at a tax sale , ♦)" 
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PRODUCERS PAGK 

Selling taxHble HrMcle« Ht plnce removed from place of production, 
hnw tHxed ^ 

PROPERTY 

Belf)nurinf>: to People of Porto Rico, held by private ludivldaalp, 

how aRAesBed 49 

CeriittcHte to be Klven to each purchaser of, at tax sale 66 

DfduetlonH allowed 49 — 50 

Exempt from taxation W. 44—45 

Exempt fr(»m tHxation, penalty foreelHuK .' 65 

Full returns to l)e made of 48—49 

lucrenne in valuation of, to require notice 52 — 53—54 — 55 

In cuHtody, where Hfinepned 47 — 48 

In litigation, how aRsessed 49 

Mfiy be redeemed by owners within ninety days after tax sale 66 

No change to be made In assessment becatif>e of transfer of. 78 

Not returned, assessor to value 53 

Not to be sold for less than taxes and costs at tax sale." 64 — 65 

Of a nr>n resident, where assessed 47 

Of a reHident, where assessed 47 

Of delinquent taxpayer to be attached upon consent of Trea- 
surer 61—62 

Officers of corporations to furnish list of 7»S — 74 

Of partner, how taxed 47 

Owner of to have due notice of increase of. assessment 79 

Passed by inheritance, &c., tax on 94—95 

Penalty for purchase of by collector at tax sale 65—66 

Permanently located, tisses^ed In its proper district 47 

Personal, defined 4B 

Personal, excens received on sales for taxes to be returned to ori- 
ginal owners *. 63 

Personal, if Insufficient to pay taxes. Treasurer to be notified.. 63 

Personal, sale of at auction for non-payment of taxes 62 — 63 

Personal, title to vest in purchaser at tax sale ■. 63 

Personal, unsold, to be left at place of sale ; - 63 

Personal, what exempt from tax sale 62—63 

Procedure to rer^over *ifter tax sale, when purchaser refuses to 

relinquish ,. ; , 66—69 

Real, defined ; 43 

Real, of corporations incorporated in Porto Rico, where assessed 

and taxed ..,,.-. *.. ..• 72—73 

Real, of foreign ct)rporations, to be assessed where located 77 

Real, of railroad companies, not Including road-bed, bridges, &c.... 76 
Real, upon order of the Treasurer, collector to Issue certlfiate 

describing ~ 63 — 64 

Real, when to be attached , 63 

Taxes on, when imposed by municipal districts, hpw assessed and 

levied , 79 

Taxes paid by persons having Hen on may be recovered 61 

Tax sale of may be postponed upon giving notice... 65 

Tax sale of, time and place to be noted in the advertisement 64 
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TA^KH— cant in lied. PAai: 

When paid by manufacturers aod producers when fuelling: article* 

at pU»ce8 removed from place of production 8s 

TAXPAYERS. 

Allowed to appeal to Board of Review 54—55 

Delinquent, list of to be posted In the barrios of the district HI 

Real property to be sold when personal property InfcuHiclent to pa.v 

taxes 6rt 

With consent of Treasurer, collector to make attachment of pro- 
perty 61-^62 

Duties of ,,...., 51 

Duty to pay taxnn 59 — 00 

May appeal within 20 dayn 55 

Oath to be taken by, on making? dpclaration. 51 

Penalty for non-compliance with the law 51 

Penalty for resistance to collectors ' 61 — 62 

To be notified of locreane 55 

Wilful failure to make returns penalty for 53 

TAX RECEIPTS, 

To be delivered to Treasurer by collectors 5S 

TAX ROLLS, 

Tol>e delivered tp Treasurer by collectors 5S 

TAX SALES, 

Bids to be accompanied by 10 j>er cent, deposit 64 — 65 

Books and invoices to be supplied by Treasurer 87 

Collector to give certificate of to purchaser fl 66 

Collector to report to Treasurer full amount of 63 

Cost of books and Invoices to be paid by tho»*e rei-eivinp: same 87 

Excess received over taxes in sale of personal property to be return- 
ed to original owners 63 

May be postponed by collector upon giving notice 65 

Of personal property for non payment of taxes 62 — 63 

Of personal property not to exceed the amount of taxes 62 — 63 

Of property, to beadvertlsed 64 

Of property, to be made upon refusal of taxpayer t«» pay taxes 61 

Penalty for collector purchasing at 65 — 66 

Penalty for sale of property exempt from taxation 65 

Time and place to be noted in the advertisement 64 — 65 

To be paid by collectors for unpaid taxes 58 

When made by collector 61—62 

TENANT, paying taxes, maj^ recover 61 

TERRITORIAL TAX. 
See Tax, Territorial. 

TITLE 

Of property vests In purchaser, upon payment, at tax sale 63 

TOBACCO, 

Imported, taxes on 83 

Manufactured, tax on retail dealers in 85 — 86 

Tax on wholesale dealers in 85 

Taxes on 7» 


» > 


INDEX. 217 

KECilSTRARS— conf/wr/er/, pauk 

To execute certificate for purchaser , H7 

To notify purchaser of recovery of property (57 

To record and return atttichinent of coliector 64 

To record transfers of real property after April 1st, 1901, in specie] 
transfer book, free of charge _ 7S— 79 

RELATIOiNSHIP, DEGREE OF 

How ascertained in computing inheritance tax 9« 

To Ih? taken into account, in case of administrator, executor or 
trustee 9H 

RENEWAL 

Of licenses of corporations most be made annually H9 

REPEAL 

Of any acts in conflict with Revenue Act 102 

RESTAURANTS. 

Selling cljrars, taxes on 85—86 

Tax on, according to cIhss 85 

RETAIL DEALERS, 

And wholesale dealers inarms and ammunition, taxes on 86 

In cigars, tobwcco. &c., tax on 85—86 

In distilled and fermented liquors, tax on 85 

Manufacturing cigars on their own promises for side on such pre- 
mises, free from tax 85—86 

Term defined .86—87 

When exempt from certain taxes SN 

REVENUE TAXES, &c., 

To be paid in full to the Treasurer 100 

RUM, 

Manufacturers selling at place removed from place of manufacture, 

to pay double taxes Ss 

Taxes on 80 


SALARIES, 

Appropriation for under revenue act 101—102 

Of Insular Court officials, how to be paid 58 

SALOONS, 

Selling cigars, &c., tax on 85—86 

Tax on, according to class 85 

SECRETARY OF PORTO RICO, 

Corporations to file copy of charter, &c.. In office of 68—69 

SHAREBOLDERS 

Of corporations. President to return list of holdings and residen- 
ces 75—76 

SEIZURE 

May be made by collector in case of unpaid taxes 72 

SMOKING TOBACCO, 
See tobacco. 

SNUFF, 

Tax on ^ 

Tax on dealers in , , 85 
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SPIRITS ^•AGE 

Distilled, RdditionHl tax for Hdulteratlon 80—81 

Thx ou wholesale dealers in ....84— 8r» 

Thx per gallon 80 

STAMPS 
AiEcencies. 

AppropriHtlon for coinniifasion to 110 

How appointed, compensatinn and duties 1)8—04 

Shall account to the Auditor for KtampH , 98—04 

To give bonds to Treasurer 08 — 04 

To remit anrmnt received for sCainpH to Treawuivr O^i — 04 

Internal Revenue to be used to pay taxen imposed by InMulnr 

Law 87 

Penalty for counterfeiting or re-UHing 08 

Penalty for failure to affix i. .02—08 

Taxes to be paid by nurery. &c., companies 72 

To be supplied to collectors by the Treasurer 08 — 04 

Treasurer to make regulation^ for affixing and cancelling 87 

STARCH 

Tax OD spirits distilled from 80 

STOCKS 

Belonging to manufacturer or merchant, how assestied 48 

SUB-COLLE('TION AGENCIES 

iVlny be authorized by collectors 50 — 60 

SUGAR 

Pax OD spirits distilled from. , 80 

SUPERVISOR OF ASSESSMENT 

»ee Assessments, Supervisor of. 
SURETY, &c., COMPANIES 

Not Incorporoted under the laws of Porto Rico, to pny fran- 
chise tax ..71 — 72 

To pay stamp taxes 72 


TAX 

Industrial and Commercial, abolished after July 1. 1001 00—100 

Territorial abolished after July 1, 1001. 00-100 

TAXATION 

Of corporation shares to be distributed according to individual 
holdiugs /. 75— 7H 

taxp:s. 

Apportionment of share of proceeds amons: municipal districts 88 

Articles subject to, upon which taxes have not been paid, to be 

forfeited 02—08 

Chief of Internal Revenue Agents to inspect payment of 80 

Collectors to attach and sell property, upon refusal to pay 61 

Consumo, shall not be levied or collected 88—89 

Delinquent, duties of collector 50 

Delinquent, list of to be forwarded by collector to the Treasur- 
er and municipal authorities HI 

Delinquent, notice of attachment to have effect of judgement 
upon property of delinquent taxpayer 60 — (51 
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TAXES'— cont in aed. • pagk 

Delinquent, to pay one per cent a month while taxes are delin- 
quent.... 51* 

Domestic ^oods exporti*d exempt from S7— 88 

Due »»y corporations payahln Heral-aunually 76 — 77 

Excess received from sale <»f personal property to be returned to 

original owners.* * GH 

Excine.... 71» 

Excise to be paid by internal revenue stamps 87 

Hours to be received by collectors and deputy collectors, .59 — (U) 

How to be paid by deputies 59—60 

INHERITANCE 94 

Graduated accordln«: to value of property 95 

How imposed, estimated and paid ; 95 

Legatee's bequest to be sold in case of failure to pay .: 9S 

Penalty for delaying In paying ..97-^98 

KIght of appeal from assessment ol ; 97 

To be deducted before distribution of estate 98 

To be paid into the TreaMurj- of Porto KIco 97—98 

Unril paid, no judge shall approve distribution of estates 9n 

Insular, dealers In certain articles, when exempted 88 

Lessee or tenant paying, may recover... , 61 

Method of payment of proportionate shHres of t<» municipal dis- 
tricts ;.. 88 

No demand for payment necessary , 59 — 60 

Ko fee to be charged for registering 64 

On tulls of lading and entries 87 

On capital and • properjiy of corporations, payable at Treasurer's 

Oftice 76-77 

On corporate shares, &e., to be apportioned among municipali- 
ties ., 76-77 

On estates of bankrupts and decedents, to receive priority claim... 60 
On estates of bankrupts and decedents, must be paid before regis- 
tration or awards of partition , 60 

On instruments or documents 76 

On railroad rolling stock , 79 

Paid by persons having liens on property may be recovered 61 

Receipts from to be paid in full to the Treasurer *. 100 

Receipts, special, to be issued by Treasurer upon paj'^ment of inhe- 
ritance taxes 98 

Stamp, to be paid by surety companies 72 

To be collected by collector on receipt of tax rolls 58 

To be paid by corporations and companies on actual value of capi- 
tal 74 — 75 

To be paid semi-annually in advance. 59 

Under section 79 of the Revenue Act, agents to secure full assess- 
ment and payment of , 90 

Upon peraonal property, shall be considered a lien 60 — 61 

Upon real property constitute first lien 60 — 61 

When appraised by municipal districts, how assessed and levied.... 79 
"When delinquent 59 
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UNITED STATES, pagk 

Corainissioners for Porto Rico in — 
Appointment of 25 

Education of Porto Rican young men in 15 

Young men and women in ^. 12 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT OF PORTO RICO, 

Appropriation for salaries and expenses : 174 — 175 

V 

VACANC^IES 

How filled 1 

Alcaldes J^ 10—11 

Councllinen [ 

House of DelegHtes ) 

When Office becomes vacant 9 — 10 

VALUATION 

See sub-heft ds under Tftxatloi^. 
WHOLESALE DEALERS 

See sub-heads under Tftxation. 

WITNESSES 

Appropriation for payment of fees of.^ 17S 

4 

Y 

YOUNG MEN OF PORTO RICO, 

To be educated in U. S 15 

YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN OF PORTO RIC(). 

To be educated in U. S.. 12 


NEWS PUBLISHING COMPANY, SAN JUAN. PORTO RICO- 
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